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Board of Health

February 22, 2018

Don McLean
Hamilton 350 Committee
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-- Environmental Commissioner of Ontario

“Ontario’s Climate Plan from Plan to Progress” January 2018
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Commissioner’s introduction

• Current research forecasts we are on track for an 
average of 1.5 metres of sea level rise this century, i.e., 
within the lifetime of today’s toddlers.

• Without protective measures, this amount of sea level 
rise would submerge land currently home to 153 million 
people. And it is now plausible that today’s toddlers 
could experience a staggering 2.4 metre sea level rise 
during their lifetimes. 

• This, plus the storm surges that already put millions of 
people at risk of catastrophic floods,  would inundate 
coastal cities, ports and nuclear plants around the globe.
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Some obvious steps

• “Since the government released its 

Climate Change Action Plan in June 2016, 

it has introduced dozens of additional 

policies and programs to reduce emissions 

from buildings, waste, transportation, land 

use, etc.” – Environmental Commissioner

• Start by reviewing all these policies and 

evaluating how they could apply here
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More obvious steps

• Ensure that every staff report includes a 

section on climate change implications

• Insist on knowing the GHG footprint of 

everything the city buys and give that 

significant weight in procurement 

decisions

• Join the province in prioritizing transit

• Join the province in stopping more sprawl
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More Commissioner Advice

• Ontario has given municipalities “the 
power to adopt by-laws dealing with 
climate change” 

• Cities “manage most of Ontario’s 
infrastructure including roads, transit, 
water, wastewater and waste.” 

• Climate change must be “a central part of 
all government decision-making, spending 
and regulating.”
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9.1 
CITY OF HAMILTON 

M OT I O N 
 
 

Board of Health : January 15, 2018 

 
MOVED BY COUNCILLOR C. COLLINS …...……………….......................................... 

SECONDED BY COUNCILLOR ……..……………………………………………………... 

Amendment to the City of Hamilton’s Food Strategy  

WHEREAS, the Emergency Food Providers’ Network, in addition to the providing 
emergency food to the most vulnerable citizens in our community, member agencies 
are are multi-service organizations that also provide a wide-array of social 
programs and services designed to improve the overall health and quality of life of 
people living in poverty 
 
THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED: 
 
(a) That Public Health Services’ staff work with the Emergency Food Providers’ 

Network to amend the City of Hamilton Food Strategy Report language 
pertaining to Emergency Food Provision on pages 42-43, attached hereto as 
Appendix “A”, of the Food Strategy document;  

 
(b) That the Board of Health recognizes the valuable work of the Emergency Food 

Providers’ Network and its member agencies as assets in our community, and 
be promoted and supported as an integral part of Hamilton's Food 
Strategy; and  

 
(c) That the Board of Health encourages and welcomes the Emergency Food 

Providers’ Network to identify and put forward a representative from the 
Network for consideration of service on the City’s Food Advisory Committee 
during its next term. 
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; 

O me, food is ••• 3"ocl -fo V .jO�"""' cA � ! tcu.,.

Hamilton's student nutrition collaborative (TasteBuds) is a partnership of 

community agencies and community members that support and facilitate 

local student nutrition programs for children and youth. The inclusive program 

engages students in enjoying meals and snacks in a welcoming setting to 

improve student success, support healthy growth, development, and lifelong 

eating habits. Priority is given to ensuring that programs are in place in vulnerable 

neighbourhoods, although the seNices are universal and open to all students. 

In 2016 in Hamilton, there were 172 Student Nutrition Programs at 120 sites. 

On average in 2014 - 2015, Tastebuds volunteers seNed healthy snacks to 

30,082 students per day. 

Not all Hamiltonians have enough income to 

purchase sufficient amounts of food for 

themselves or their families. Hamilton Food 

Share collaborates with local emergency 

food providers to make food accessible 

to residents who lack the income to 

access food in the mainstream food 

retail system. Hamilton's emergency 

food system operate food banks, free 

meal services, soup kitchens and 

pantries, with Hamilton Food Share co­

ordinating the delivery of bulk quantities 

of food to 10 local organizations. 

The majority of food that Hamilton 

Food Share distributes to emergency food 

providers is donated by the food industry, with 

a smaller percentage either purchased or obtained 

by community food drives. While food banks try to encourage donations of 

healthier options the food, unfortunately, donated food can include 
unhealthy options. 

Appendix "A" to Item 9.1

Amendment to the City of 

Hamilton's Food Strategy
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