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March 20, 2019 

 
RE:  City of Hamilton Truck Route Review 
 
To the Chair of the Truck Route Review Sub-Committee: 

 
On behalf of the Beasley Neighbourhood Association, please accept the following public input to 
the process of establishing the scope and direction of the City’s upcoming Truck Route Review. 
 
We have learned from our community work and the development our neighbourhood plans in 
2013 and 2017 ,as per the neighbourhood action strategy, that traffic issues are on top of 
everyone's mind and a major factor that affects a neighbourhoods livability. As such the BNA 
has advocated for a Vision Zero approach when designing streets with the goal of eliminating 
deaths on our shared roads. 
 
The 2-way Cycle Track on Cannon street has positively influenced the experience for people 
who ride bicycles in this city and Beasley neighbourhood pedestrians, including the students 
attending Dr. Davey elementary school. Recently, the BNA used Ward 2’s “Plan Local” process 
to advocate for safety enhancements along Cannon St. by designating the Cycle Track as a 
priority for new street trees and concrete planters to provide residents more protection from 
large trucks while at the same time beautifying the streetscape. 
 
Based on resident experiences and efforts to continue to improve our community, we submit 
that the scoping of the Truck Route Review reflect and consider the impacts of truck traffic on 
neighbourhood road safety, and quality of life, especially the negative effects of unnecessary 
industrial truck cut-through traffic along the Cannon/Wilson residential and commercial corridor. 
Also due to their increasing role as a location of vibrant street life, festivals, and recreation (i.e. 
the nexus of Cannon at James St. N), Downtown’s residential streets should be restricted to 
local delivery trucks, and local road users of all kinds. 
 
In closing we submit that when evaluating the appropriateness of directing industrial truck routes 
through our residential neighbourhoods, that the availability of existing suitable routes be 
considered for trucks accessing regional highways. The high volumes and speeds for which the 
Nikola Tesla Blvd, LINC, 403 and RHVP were designed make them the most appropriate routes 
for cross-city industrial truck traffic, even if they are not always the most direct route.  
 
Sincerely, 

 
Alexandria Anderson Karlie Rogerson 
Co-Chair Co-Chair 
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March 20, 2019 

To Whom it May Concern, 

On behalf of the Central Neighbourhood Association, we are joining the Beasley 
Neighbourhood Association in urging the City of Hamilton's Truck Route Subcommittee 
to consider the following principles when establishing the scope of the upcoming Truck 
Route Review, especially that the:

(1) safety and security of all road users (e.g. drivers, cyclists and pedestrians) be the 
primary consideration when routing truck traffic;

(2) quality of life of residents around potential truck routes be protected from the noise, 
pollution and nuisance effects of cross-City truck traffic; and

(3) existing high-volume and high-speed routes like the Red Hill Valley Parkway, Lincoln 
Alexander Parkway, Nikola Tesla Parkway, and Highway 403 be used as primary 
arteries to move truck traffic around and through the City of Hamilton. 

Sincerely, 

Board members of the Central Neighbourhood Association 

Allyson Wenzowski, Chair 

Paul Copcutt 

Peter Graham 

Gillian Hunt 

Sarah Kovacs 

Maggie Martineau 

Ron Rubin 

John Schuurman 

Frank Soberg 

Elizabeth Ward
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March 2019 

To the committee: 

On behalf of the Durand Neighbourhood Association, we are joining the Beasley Neighbourhood 
Association in urging the City of Hamilton's Truck Route Subcommittee to consider the following 
principles when establishing the scope of the upcoming Truck Route Review, especially that the: 

(1) safety and security of all road users (e.g. drivers, cyclists and pedestrians) be the primary
consideration when routing truck traffic;

(2) quality of life of residents around potential truck routes be protected from the noise, pollution and
nuisance effects of cross-City truck traffic; and

(3) existing high-volume and high-speed routes like the Red Hill Valley Parkway, Lincoln Alexander
Parkway, Nikola Tesla Parkway, and Highway 403 be used as primary arteries to move truck traffic
around and through the City of Hamilton."

Sincerely, 

Christopher Redmond 
President 
Durand Neighbourhood Association 
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March 19, 2019 

RE: City of Hamilton Truck Route Review 

To the committee: 

On behalf of the Stinson Community Association, we are joining the Beasley Neighbourhood 
Association in urging the City of Hamilton's Truck Route Subcommittee to consider the following 
principles when establishing the scope of the upcoming Truck Route Review, especially that the 

(1) safety and security of all road users (e.g. drivers, cyclists and pedestrians) be the
primary consideration when routing truck traffic;
(2) quality of life of residents around potential truck routes be protected from the noise,
pollution and nuisance effects of cross-City truck traffic; and
(3) existing high-volume and high-speed routes like the Red Hill Valley Parkway, Lincoln
Alexander Parkway, Nikola Tesla Parkway, and Highway 403 be used as primary
arteries to move truck traffic around and through the City of Hamilton.

The Stinson Neighbourhood Action Plan recognizes that increasing safety and visibility for all 
road users is paramount. We are also advocating that the city evaluates the truck route master 
plan considering the upcoming LRT construction and future LRT route. We recognize that all 
road users are likely to feel some frustration during this process. We are worried that some of 
the anticipated traffic detour for vehicular traffic will go through residential neighbourhoods, of 
which Stinson St is already flagged by the city's LRT planning. It is critical that we prevent truck 
traffic going through all residential neighbourhoods for the health and safety of everyone as we 
adjust to new traffic flows. Increased congestion and emissions from trucks pose an 
environmental and health risk that are amplified when they are in slow-moving traffic because of 
construction and detours. While we recognize that trucks are a part of our transportation 
system, we advocate for dedicated truck routes so that we can direct vehicular, pedestrian, and 
cycling traffic along routes that will be safer. 

Stinson supports Beasley's call that the master plan reflects and considers the impacts of cut­
through traffic on neighbourhood road safety and quality of life. We add that this should be 
considered particularly as it relates to making it easy and safe to consider alternative, safer, 
lower-emission forms of transportation. We additionally ask that the city pay closer heed to the 
health impacts of the emissions from truck traffic on residents when considering truck routes 
and speeds. 

Sincerely, 

� 
Margaret Bennett, Co-Chair Nicole Walter, Co-Chair 

The Stinson Community Association 
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6.1 

 

Form: Request to Speak to Committee of Council 
Submitted on Tuesday, March 19, 2019 - 12:28 pm  
 
 
    ==Committee Requested== 
      Committee: Advisory/Sub-Committee 
 
      Name of Sub-Committee: Truck Route Sub-Committee 
 
    ==Requestor Information== 
      Name of Individual: Rachel Braithwaite 
 
      Name of Organization: Barton Village Business 
 Improvement Area 
 
      Contact Number: 289-682-9472 
 
      Email Address: info@bartonvillage.ca 
 
      Mailing Address: 448 Barton St E, Unit A Hamilton ON  
 L8L 2Y3 
 
      Reason(s) for delegation request: To highlight some 

concerns with regards to truck routes going through 
commercial and residential streets. 

 
      Will you be requesting funds from the City? No 
 
      Will you be submitting a formal presentation? Yes 
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6.2 

Form: Request to Speak to Committee of Council 
Submitted on Tuesday, March 19, 2019 – 5:38 pm  
 
 
    ==Committee Requested== 
      Committee: Advisory/Sub-Committee 
 
      Name of Sub-Committee: Truck Route Sub-Committee 
 
    ==Requestor Information== 
      Name of Individual: Robert Iszkula 
 
      Name of Organization: Beasley Neighbourhood Association 
 
      Contact Number: 
 
      Email Address:  
 
      Mailing Address:  
 
      Reason(s) for delegation request: To provide public input 

on behalf of the Beasley Neighbourhood Association to the 
process of establishing the scope and direction of the City’s 
upcoming Truck Route Review. 

 
      Will you be requesting funds from the City? No 
 
      Will you be submitting a formal presentation? Yes 
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tForm: Request to Speak to Committee of Council 
Submitted on Thursday, March 21, 2019 - 4:13 pm 
 
 
    ==Committee Requested== 
      Committee: Advisory/Sub-Committee 
      Name of Sub-Committee: Truck Route Sub-Committee 
 
    ==Requestor Information== 
      Name of Individual: Beatrice Ekoko 
 
      Name of Organization: Environment Hamilton 
 
      Contact Number: 905-529-7408 
 
      Email Address: bekoko@environmenthamilton.org 
 
      Mailing Address: 
      Environment Hamilton 
      22 Wilson Street, Suite 4 
      Hamilton, ON  L8R 1C5 
 
      Reason(s) for delegation request: To offer Environment 

Hamilton's input ref: the terms of reference, goals, objectives 
and guiding principles, and the scope of consultation etc in 
the Truck Route Master Plan Study proposal. 

 
      Will you be requesting funds from the City? No 
 
      Will you be submitting a formal presentation? No 
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Form: Request to Speak to Committee of Council 
Submitted on Saturday, March 23, 2019 - 6:23 pm  
 
 
    ==Committee Requested== 
      Committee: Advisory/Sub-Committee 
      Name of Sub-Committee: Truck Routes Sub-Committee 
 
    ==Requestor Information== 
      Name of Individual: Tanya Ritchie 
 
      Name of Organization: 
 
      Contact Number:  
 
      Email Address:  
 
      Mailing Address: 
 
      Reason(s) for delegation request: To discuss issues with 
 current truck routes and outline ideas for a better solution. 
 
      Will you be requesting funds from the City? No 
 
      Will you be submitting a formal presentation? No  
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6.5 

Form: Request to Speak to Committee of Council 
Submitted on Sunday, March 24, 2019 - 5:37 pm: 
 
 
    ==Committee Requested== 
      Committee: Advisory/Sub-Committee 
      Name of Sub-Committee: Truck Route Subcommittee 
 
    ==Requestor Information== 
      Name of Individual: Sean Burak 
 
      Name of Organization: 
 
      Contact Number:  
 
      Email Address:  
 
      Mailing Address: 
      
 
      Reason(s) for delegation request: I am a resident of Ward 3 

and a business owner in Ward 2 and I would like to speak to 
the committee about the needs of residents and local 
businesses as they relate to the upcoming rewrite of the truck 
route bylaw. 

 
      Will you be requesting funds from the City? No 
 
      Will you be submitting a formal presentation? Yes 
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Form: Request to Speak to Committee of Council 
Submitted on Monday, March 25, 2019 - 9:16 am  
 
 
    ==Committee Requested== 
      Committee: Advisory/Sub-Committee 
      Name of Sub-Committee: Truck Route Sub-Committee 
 
    ==Requestor Information== 
      Name of Individual: John Neary 
 
      Name of Organization: 
 
      Contact Number:  
 
      Email Address:  
 
      Mailing Address:  
 
      Reason(s) for delegation request: Concern regarding staff 

report for Truck Route Master Plan Sub-Committee and the 
Terms of Reference for the Truck Route Master Plan Study 
Review 

 
      Will you be requesting funds from the City? No 
 
      Will you be submitting a formal presentation? Yes 
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Barton Village BIA
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Intersection Date 8 hour vehicular 

count

8 hour pedestrian 

count

Barton and 

Wellington

Feb 2017 13,172 2,499

Barton and Victoria Feb 2017 12,134 2,561

Barton and 

Wentworth

Feb 2017 11,029 778

Barton and Birch 

Ave

Feb 2015 8,299 486

Barton and 

Sherman

Feb 2017 9,842 716
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DAMAGE 
CAUSED TO 

STREETS 
FROM WEIGHT 

OF TRUCKS
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Barton and Lottridge – Bollards knocked down
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UTILITY POLE 
DAMAGED BY 
HEAVY TRUCK 

AT BARTON 
AND 

LOTTRIDGE
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BARTON AND 
VICTORIA 

(HOSPITAL 
ZONE)
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T R U C K S  O N  
B A R T O N  S T  ( W E S T  
O F  W E N T W O R T H  
W H I C H  I S  N O T  A  

T R U C K  R O U T E )
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COMMENTS FROM SMALL BUSINESS 
OWNERS

A big misconception is that Barton Street is not a family area. 

The surrounding neighbhourhoods of Barton Village are populated with many 

young families, and that number is growing fast. 

As the street wall begins to repopulate with new businesses and the vacancies fill 

up (we had 10 new businesses open last year alone), more families will be on 

Barton St, walking to visit their neighborhood shops, going to school or to a park. 

Strollers alongside 18-wheelers is not, and will not be what anyone wants to see. 

We have an opportunity right now to be proactive about an inevitable outcome, 

instead of reactive after people have been put in harms way. 

Peter Mokrycke, business owner, co-chair Barton St. BIA.
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Barton Village BIA
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Truck Route Master Plan
What and Why

sean@bikehounds.ca
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Why do we need a truck route bylaw?

We already have one...

...but it needs to be updated
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What the truck 
route isn’t

It is NOT a “ban on trucks”. 
It does not prohibit trucks 
by time, frequency or type.
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What the truck 
route isn’t

It is NOT a restriction on 
local trucking activity. 
Trucks can still use roads 
not listed on the truck 
route.
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The Truck Route is:
A permissive bylaw telling 
through-truck traffic which 
streets they are allowed to use.
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Default Rules
By default, “Heavy Vehicles” 
are not allowed on any street 
for non local reasons.
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Local businesses
If they are not on the truck 
route, they still have full 
freedom to ship and receive!
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Local businesses
Trucks must use the shortest 
path from a designated truck 
route to the address to 
minimize time off the route.
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Why a truck 
route?

Because cities recognize that 
non-local truck traffic causes 

more harm than benefit.

To protect the city’s environment, 
citizens and infrastructure:

● To minimize noise, pollution and 
dangerous traffic situations for 
residents and local businesses

● To protect road infrastructure 
from damage

● To create appropriate links to 
regional and national routes to 
serve the trucking and shipping 
industries
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#1

To minimize noise, 
pollution and 

dangerous traffic 
situations for residents 
and local businesses
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The Truck Route is:
A permissive bylaw telling 
through-truck traffic which 
streets they are allowed to use.
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The Truck Route is:
A bylaw exception that gives a 
priviledge to heavy vehicle 
drivers to use some of our 
streets as short cuts
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Why does it need to change?
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Why does it need to change?

There are too many streets on the permissive list.
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Why does it need to change?

There are too many streets on the permissive list. Every meter 
of street permitted on the list has a very high cost to the city:

● Social cost (quality of life)
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Why does it need to change?

There are too many streets on the permissive list. Every meter 
of street permitted on the list has a very high cost to the city:

● Social cost (quality of life)
● Environmental cost: Diesel exhaust, particulate, dust
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Why does it need to change?

There are too many streets on the permissive list. Every meter 
of street permitted on the list has a very high cost to the city:

● Social cost (quality of life)
● Environmental cost: Diesel exhaust, particulate, dust
● Health cost (direct - respiratory & indirect - active lifestyles)
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Why does it need to change?

There are too many streets on the permissive list. Every meter 
of street permitted on the list has a very high cost to the city:

● Social cost (quality of life)
● Environmental cost: Diesel exhaust, particulate, dust
● Health cost (direct - respiratory & indirect - active lifestyles)
● Economic cost - very expensive infrastructure wear
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Why does it need to change?

There are too many streets on the permissive list. Every meter 
of street permitted on the list has a very high cost to the city:

● Social cost (quality of life)
● Environmental cost: Diesel exhaust, particulate, dust
● Health cost (direct - respiratory & indirect - active lifestyles)
● Economic cost - very expensive infrastructure wear

We're falling behind on repairs to the rest of our 
infrastructure — think bridges, roads and buildings — 
by $195 million a year, with the total backlog nearing 
$3.3 billion. 

For example, while we spend $80 million to $90 
million a year on roads and bridges, city engineers 
suggest we need to spend an extra $120 million 
annually to keep them in good repair. 

- Matthew Van Dongen, Hamilton Spectator 2015

Our largest budget item is roads
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Why does it need to change?

There are too many streets on the permissive list. Every meter 
of street permitted on the list has a very high cost to the city:

● Social cost (quality of life)
● Environmental cost: Diesel exhaust, particulate, dust
● Health cost (direct - respiratory & indirect - active lifestyles)
● Economic cost - very expensive infrastructure wear
● Economic cost - detrimental to local businesses
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Why does it need to change?

There are too many streets on the permissive list. Every meter 
of street permitted on the list has a very high cost to the city:

● Social cost (quality of life)
● Environmental cost: Diesel exhaust, particulate, dust
● Health cost (direct - respiratory & indirect - active lifestyles)
● Economic cost - very expensive infrastructure wear
● Economic cost - detrimental to local businesses
● Economic cost - repels residents/workforce
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Excuses not to 
change

Trucking is an economic 
driver - we need to take 
advantage of our 
interconnectivity
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Excuses not to 
change

If we remove one street, 
trucks need to use an 
alternate parallel route
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Excuses not to 
change

Changing it will make it 
hard to enforce.
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Excuses not to 
change

Making trucks take a 
longer trip to their 
destination causes 
pollution
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Pollution
Location 
Matters

VERSUS
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Excuses not to 
change

Making trucks take a 
longer trip to their 
destination causes traffic
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Again:
Location 
Matters

VERSUS
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Excuses not to 
change

We need to study or 
understand where trucks 
are coming from and going
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Answer: A simplified Truck Route 
We do not need to worry 
about precise origin and 
destination because:
● Local trucks are always 

allowed
● The Truck Route is not 

supposed to be a 
comprehensive list of 
every origin, 
destination and path

● The Truck Route is 
functionally a list of 
short cuts
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Conclusion

We need to prioritize our local needs first and change the 
Truck Route Bylaw to better serve our future needs.

The Truck Route Bylaw is a roadblock to progress and comes 
up again and again as a reason not to make progressive 
changes that would attract diverse businesses and residents 
to our community.
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Truck	Route	Master	Plan	Review	

John	Neary	
March	26,	2019	
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Needs	of	trucks	=		
mandatory,	objecDve	

	
Needs	of	community	=	
discreDonary,	subjecDve	
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Truck	routes	in	context	
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Addressing	needs	of	residents,	
especially	in	the	lower	city	
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Requests	

•  A	new	report	and	new	Terms	of	Reference	
•  Balanced	language	that	does	not	treat	
community	interests	as	discreDonary	or	as	
maKers	of	percepDon	

•  Explicit	requirement	for	the	consultant	to	
understand	mulDmodal	transportaDon	
planning	and	applicaDon	of	public	health	
principles	to	transportaDon	planning	
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Requests	

•  Explicit	reconsideraDon	of	whether	long-
distance	trucks	should	be	routed	across	our	
downtown	core,	and	how	they	could	be	
stopped	from	doing	so	

•  Add	further	“community	hotspots”,	including	
– King	and	Queen	
– Wilson	Street	(Hamilton)	

Page 98 of 101



Requests	

•  More	fulsome	consultaDon	with	the	
community	at	large,	and	parDcularly	with	
interests	other	than	the	trucking	industry	
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Delegation to Truck Route Sub-Committee 
John Neary 

March 26, 2019 
 
Concerns 
 

1. The current staff report and Terms of Reference consistently employ 
language that frames the interests of the trucking industry as mandatory and 
objective, whereas it frames the interests of the larger community as 
discretionary and as matters of perception. 

2. The Terms of Reference do not require the consultant to have expertise in 
multimodal transportation planning or in the application of public health 
principles to transportation planning. The list of documents to be provided to 
the consultant does not include any documents pertaining to public health. 

3. The Terms of Reference do not adequately represent the current options for 
east-west travel through and around the downtown core. They erroneously 
refer to the lack of an east-west truck route corridor and downplay our 
controlled-access ring highway as an alternative route.  They do not 
recommend reconsideration of the current practice of routing long-distance 
trucks across our downtown core. They are silent about many locations in 
which truck traffic has had major negative impacts on urban residents and 
neighborhoods. 

4. The Terms of Reference do not call for adequate consultation with the 
community at large or with interests other than that of the trucking industry. 

 
Requests 
 

1. That this Sub-Committee decline to approve Appendix A of the staff report, 
and instead commission a new staff report and Terms of Reference 
addressing the issues above, and issues raised by other delegates before this 
Sub-Committee. 

2. That the new staff report and Terms of Reference be specifically directed to: 
a. Employ balanced language that does not treat community interests as 

discretionary or as matters of perception. 
b. Include an explicit requirement for the consultant to understand 

multimodal transportation planning and application of public health 
principles to transportation planning, and require relevant documents 
to be provided to the consultant. 

c. Include explicit reconsideration of whether long-distance trucks 
should be routed across our downtown core, and how they could be 
stopped from doing so. 

d. Add further “community hotspots”, including but not limited to (1) 
King St. West and Queen St. North, and (2) Wilson St. (Hamilton). 

e. Require the consultant to engage in more fulsome consultation with 
the community at large, and particularly with interests other than the 
trucking industry. 
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