City of Hamilton
EMERGENCY & COMMUNITY SERVICES COMMITTEE ADDENDUM

Meeting #:
Date:
Time:

Location:

22-007
May 5, 2022
1:30 p.m.

Due to the COVID-19 and the Closure of City
Hall (CC)

All electronic meetings can be viewed at:

City’s Website:
https://www.hamilton.ca/council-
committee/council-committee-
meetings/meetings-and-agendas

City's YouTube Channel:
https://www.youtube.com/user/InsideCityofHa
milton or Cable 14

Tamara Bates, Legislative Coordinator (905) 546-2424 ext. 4102

5. COMMUNICATIONS

*5.1. Removal of Sir John A. Macdonald Statue

Recommendation: To be received and referred to the consideration of ltem 8.1.

*5.1.a.
*5.1.b.
*5.1.c.
*5.1.d.
*5.1.e.
*5.1.1.

*5.1.g.

Lisa-Marie Johnston
Sara Brown
Marysabel Gabriel
Matthew Ing
Pascale Marchand
Laura Huh

Kaitlyn Tolch
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*5.1.h. Destiny Pitters
*5.1.i.  Christine Hudspeth
*5.1.]. Kurt Dunn
*5.1.k. Briar Hopley

*5.2. Joshua Weresch, Correspondence respecting re-installation of John A. Macdonald
Statue

Recommendation: To be received and referred to the consideration of Item 8.1.
DELEGATION REQUESTS

*6.2. Miguel Avila Velarde, Toronto CopWatch, respecting proposal to re-erect a statue of
Genocide again in Hamilton (for today's meeting)

*6.3. Lyndon George, Hamilton Anti-Racism Resource Centre, respecting landmarks and
monuments review (for today's meeting)
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From: "Lisa-marie Johnston"

Sent: Friday, April 29, 2022 5:36 PM

To: clerk@hamilton.ca

Subject: Calling on Hamilton's Mayor & Councillors to Remove SJAM Statue

Dear Hamilton Clerk,

Dear City Councillors,

l, , mourn along with the Tk'emlips te Secwépemc

First Nation and all Indigenous families and communities in light of the recent discovery in Kamloops,
British Columbia of the remains of 215 children at the former Kamloops Residential School. This
represents merely the latest revelation from the violent, deadly, and traumatic colonial past and present
of what we now refer to as “Canada”.

Conversations are being held across this country as to what should be done now, even as we collectively
brace for what many sadly acknowledge as the grim reality that further such discoveries will
undoubtedly be made in the future. This appears to already be starting in Brandon, Manitoba and
Lestock, Saskatchewan. There will be others.

One conversation that continuously resurfaces is the one relating to statues and monuments that
function primarily to preserve the false patriotic and righteous legacy of the architects of Canada’s
genocide against Indigenous peoples. This discussion is occurring here in Hamilton, with the City set to
decide this issue later this summer, and opinions already being aired in the media.

| stand in solidarity with all Indigenous community members who are re-traumatized each time they are
forced to look upon the likeness of the perpetrators of these heinous crimes against them and their
communities. Welcoming and accepting societies do not commemorate and idolize individuals who have
intentionally and unashamedly committed unspeakable atrocities.

| call upon the City of Hamilton to expedite their process and make the right choice to remove the statue
of John A. MacDonald from Gore Park immediately. The tide has turned on this issue, the public has
become disillusioned with the myths that have been woven around these historical figures and now see
who and what they truly were. These monuments elevate and celebrate nothing other than the ideals of
colonialism, genocide, and white supremacy, just as their historical champions did.

Failure to take leadership on this issue would be a disservice to the community, and to those most
directly affected by these issues. It would fuel anger, distrust, and disillusionment with the municipal
process, and encourage resort to alternative methods of rectifying the issue. Indigenous communities
have made themselves clear on this, and the best leadership is proactive, not reactive.

To be clear, this is only a start and is the absolute bare minimum response to these recent events. All
cities in Canada must engage in a process of decolonization, anti-racism, and anti-oppression. We are on
stolen land and operate within colonial institutions and a society permeated with white supremacy. The
time for action is now.


mailto:clerk@hamilton.ca

Page 4 of 27
5.1(a)

Sincerely,

Sincerely,
Lisa-marie Johnston
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5.1(b)

From: Sara Brown

Sent: Friday, April 29, 2022 9:52 PM

To: clerk@hamilton.ca

Subject: Remove Gore Park Statue of Sir John A. Macdonald IMMEDIATELY

Dear Hamilton Clerk,

Dear City Councillors,

|, Sara Brown, mourn along with the Tk'emllps te Secwépemc

First Nation and all Indigenous families and communities in light of the recent discovery in Kamloops,
British Columbia of the remains of 215 children at the former Kamloops Residential School. This
represents merely the latest revelation from the violent, deadly, and traumatic colonial past and present
of what we now refer to as “Canada”.

Conversations are being held across this country as to what should be done now, even as we collectively
brace for what many sadly acknowledge as the grim reality that further such discoveries will
undoubtedly be made in the future. This appears to already be starting in Brandon, Manitoba and
Lestock, Saskatchewan. There will be others.

One conversation that continuously resurfaces is the one relating to statues and monuments that
function primarily to preserve the false patriotic and righteous legacy of the architects of Canada’s
genocide against Indigenous peoples. This discussion is occurring here in Hamilton, with the City set to
decide this issue later this summer, and opinions already being aired in the media.

| stand in solidarity with all Indigenous community members who are re-traumatized each time they are
forced to look upon the likeness of the perpetrators of these heinous crimes against them and their
communities. Welcoming and accepting societies do not commemorate and idolize individuals who have
intentionally and unashamedly committed unspeakable atrocities.

| call upon the City of Hamilton to expedite their process and make the right choice to remove the statue
of John A. MacDonald from Gore Park immediately. The tide has turned on this issue, the public has
become disillusioned with the myths that have been woven around these historical figures and now see
who and what they truly were. These monuments elevate and celebrate nothing other than the ideals of
colonialism, genocide, and white supremacy, just as their historical champions did.

Failure to take leadership on this issue would be a disservice to the community, and to those most
directly affected by these issues. It would fuel anger, distrust, and disillusionment with the municipal
process, and encourage resort to alternative methods of rectifying the issue. Indigenous communities
have made themselves clear on this, and the best leadership is proactive, not reactive.

To be clear, this is only a start and is the absolute bare minimum response to these recent events. All
cities in Canada must engage in a process of decolonization, anti-racism, and anti-oppression. We are on
stolen land and operate within colonial institutions and a society permeated with white supremacy. The
time for action is now.


mailto:clerk@hamilton.ca
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Sincerely,

Sara Brown

Sincerely,
Sara Brown
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From: Marysabel Gabriel

Sent: Saturday, April 30, 2022 7:55 AM

To: clerk@hamilton.ca

Subject: Remove Gore Park Statue of Sir John A. Macdonald IMMEDIATELY

Dear Hamilton Clerk,

Dear City Councillors,

I, Marysabel Gabriel , mourn along with the Tk'emlips te Secwépemc

First Nation and all Indigenous families and communities in light of the recent discovery in Kamloops,
British Columbia of the remains of 215 children at the former Kamloops Residential School. This
represents merely the latest revelation from the violent, deadly, and traumatic colonial past and present
of what we now refer to as “Canada”.

Conversations are being held across this country as to what should be done now, even as we collectively
brace for what many sadly acknowledge as the grim reality that further such discoveries will
undoubtedly be made in the future. This appears to already be starting in Brandon, Manitoba and
Lestock, Saskatchewan. There will be others.

One conversation that continuously resurfaces is the one relating to statues and monuments that
function primarily to preserve the false patriotic and righteous legacy of the architects of Canada’s
genocide against Indigenous peoples. This discussion is occurring here in Hamilton, with the City set to
decide this issue later this summer, and opinions already being aired in the media.

| stand in solidarity with all Indigenous community members who are re-traumatized each time they are
forced to look upon the likeness of the perpetrators of these heinous crimes against them and their
communities. Welcoming and accepting societies do not commemorate and idolize individuals who have
intentionally and unashamedly committed unspeakable atrocities.

| call upon the City of Hamilton to expedite their process and make the right choice to remove the statue
of John A. MacDonald from Gore Park immediately. The tide has turned on this issue, the public has
become disillusioned with the myths that have been woven around these historical figures and now see
who and what they truly were. These monuments elevate and celebrate nothing other than the ideals of
colonialism, genocide, and white supremacy, just as their historical champions did.

Failure to take leadership on this issue would be a disservice to the community, and to those most
directly affected by these issues. It would fuel anger, distrust, and disillusionment with the municipal
process, and encourage resort to alternative methods of rectifying the issue. Indigenous communities
have made themselves clear on this, and the best leadership is proactive, not reactive.

To be clear, this is only a start and is the absolute bare minimum response to these recent events. All
cities in Canada must engage in a process of decolonization, anti-racism, and anti-oppression. We are on
stolen land and operate within colonial institutions and a society permeated with white supremacy. The
time for action is now.


mailto:clerk@hamilton.ca
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Sincerely,

Sincerely,
Marysabel Gabriel
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5.1(d)

From: Matthew Ing

Sent: Saturday, April 30, 2022 10:36 AM

To: clerk@hamilton.ca

Subject: Calling on Hamilton's Mayor & Councillors to Remove SJAM Statue

Dear Hamilton Clerk,

Dear City Councillors,

l, , mourn along with the Tk'emlips te Secwépemc

First Nation and all Indigenous families and communities in light of the recent discovery in Kamloops,
British Columbia of the remains of 215 children at the former Kamloops Residential School. This
represents merely the latest revelation from the violent, deadly, and traumatic colonial past and present
of what we now refer to as “Canada”.

Conversations are being held across this country as to what should be done now, even as we collectively
brace for what many sadly acknowledge as the grim reality that further such discoveries will
undoubtedly be made in the future. This appears to already be starting in Brandon, Manitoba and
Lestock, Saskatchewan. There will be others.

One conversation that continuously resurfaces is the one relating to statues and monuments that
function primarily to preserve the false patriotic and righteous legacy of the architects of Canada’s
genocide against Indigenous peoples. This discussion is occurring here in Hamilton, with the City set to
decide this issue later this summer, and opinions already being aired in the media.

| stand in solidarity with all Indigenous community members who are re-traumatized each time they are
forced to look upon the likeness of the perpetrators of these heinous crimes against them and their
communities. Welcoming and accepting societies do not commemorate and idolize individuals who have
intentionally and unashamedly committed unspeakable atrocities.

| call upon the City of Hamilton to expedite their process and make the right choice to remove the statue
of John A. MacDonald from Gore Park immediately. The tide has turned on this issue, the public has
become disillusioned with the myths that have been woven around these historical figures and now see
who and what they truly were. These monuments elevate and celebrate nothing other than the ideals of
colonialism, genocide, and white supremacy, just as their historical champions did.

Failure to take leadership on this issue would be a disservice to the community, and to those most
directly affected by these issues. It would fuel anger, distrust, and disillusionment with the municipal
process, and encourage resort to alternative methods of rectifying the issue. Indigenous communities
have made themselves clear on this, and the best leadership is proactive, not reactive.

To be clear, this is only a start and is the absolute bare minimum response to these recent events. All
cities in Canada must engage in a process of decolonization, anti-racism, and anti-oppression. We are on
stolen land and operate within colonial institutions and a society permeated with white supremacy. The
time for action is now.
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5.1(d)

Sincerely,

Sincerely,
Matthew Ing
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From: Pascale Marchand

Sent: Saturday, April 30, 2022 11:08 AM

To: clerk@hamilton.ca

Subject: Calling on Hamilton's Mayor & Councillors to Remove SJAM Statue

Dear Hamilton Clerk,

Dear City Councillors,

I, Pascale Marchand, mourn along with the Tk'emllps te Secwépemc

First Nation and all Indigenous families and communities in light of the recent discovery in Kamloops,
British Columbia of the remains of 215 children at the former Kamloops Residential School. This
represents merely the latest revelation from the violent, deadly, and traumatic colonial past and present
of what we now refer to as “Canada”.

Conversations are being held across this country as to what should be done now, even as we collectively
brace for what many sadly acknowledge as the grim reality that further such discoveries will
undoubtedly be made in the future. This appears to already be starting in Brandon, Manitoba and
Lestock, Saskatchewan. There will be others.

One conversation that continuously resurfaces is the one relating to statues and monuments that
function primarily to preserve the false patriotic and righteous legacy of the architects of Canada’s
genocide against Indigenous peoples. This discussion is occurring here in Hamilton, with the City set to
decide this issue later this summer, and opinions already being aired in the media.

| stand in solidarity with all Indigenous community members who are re-traumatized each time they are
forced to look upon the likeness of the perpetrators of these heinous crimes against them and their
communities. Welcoming and accepting societies do not commemorate and idolize individuals who have
intentionally and unashamedly committed unspeakable atrocities.

| call upon the City of Hamilton to expedite their process and make the right choice to remove the statue
of John A. MacDonald from Gore Park immediately. The tide has turned on this issue, the public has
become disillusioned with the myths that have been woven around these historical figures and now see
who and what they truly were. These monuments elevate and celebrate nothing other than the ideals of
colonialism, genocide, and white supremacy, just as their historical champions did.

Failure to take leadership on this issue would be a disservice to the community, and to those most
directly affected by these issues. It would fuel anger, distrust, and disillusionment with the municipal
process, and encourage resort to alternative methods of rectifying the issue. Indigenous communities
have made themselves clear on this, and the best leadership is proactive, not reactive.

To be clear, this is only a start and is the absolute bare minimum response to these recent events. All
cities in Canada must engage in a process of decolonization, anti-racism, and anti-oppression. We are on
stolen land and operate within colonial institutions and a society permeated with white supremacy. The
time for action is now.
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Sincerely,

Sincerely,
Pascale Marchand
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From: Laura Huh

Sent: Saturday, April 30, 2022 1:01 PM

To: clerk@hamilton.ca

Subject: Calling on Hamilton's Mayor & Councillors to Remove SJAM Statue

Dear Hamilton Clerk,

Dear City Councillors,

l, laura , mourn along with the Tk'emlips te Secwépemc

First Nation and all Indigenous families and communities in light of the recent discovery in Kamloops,
British Columbia of the remains of 215 children at the former Kamloops Residential School. This
represents merely the latest revelation from the violent, deadly, and traumatic colonial past and present
of what we now refer to as “Canada”.

Conversations are being held across this country as to what should be done now, even as we collectively
brace for what many sadly acknowledge as the grim reality that further such discoveries will
undoubtedly be made in the future. This appears to already be starting in Brandon, Manitoba and
Lestock, Saskatchewan. There will be others.

One conversation that continuously resurfaces is the one relating to statues and monuments that
function primarily to preserve the false patriotic and righteous legacy of the architects of Canada’s
genocide against Indigenous peoples. This discussion is occurring here in Hamilton, with the City set to
decide this issue later this summer, and opinions already being aired in the media.

| stand in solidarity with all Indigenous community members who are re-traumatized each time they are
forced to look upon the likeness of the perpetrators of these heinous crimes against them and their
communities. Welcoming and accepting societies do not commemorate and idolize individuals who have
intentionally and unashamedly committed unspeakable atrocities.

| call upon the City of Hamilton to expedite their process and make the right choice to remove the statue
of John A. MacDonald from Gore Park immediately. The tide has turned on this issue, the public has
become disillusioned with the myths that have been woven around these historical figures and now see
who and what they truly were. These monuments elevate and celebrate nothing other than the ideals of
colonialism, genocide, and white supremacy, just as their historical champions did.

Failure to take leadership on this issue would be a disservice to the community, and to those most
directly affected by these issues. It would fuel anger, distrust, and disillusionment with the municipal
process, and encourage resort to alternative methods of rectifying the issue. Indigenous communities
have made themselves clear on this, and the best leadership is proactive, not reactive.

To be clear, this is only a start and is the absolute bare minimum response to these recent events. All
cities in Canada must engage in a process of decolonization, anti-racism, and anti-oppression. We are on
stolen land and operate within colonial institutions and a society permeated with white supremacy. The
time for action is now.


mailto:clerk@hamilton.ca
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Sincerely,

Sincerely,
Laura Huh
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5.1(9)

From: Kaitlyn Tolch

Sent: Saturday, April 30, 2022 1:58 PM

To: clerk@hamilton.ca

Subject: Remove Gore Park Statue of Sir John A. Macdonald IMMEDIATELY

Dear Hamilton Clerk,

Dear City Councillors,

I, Kaitlyn Tolch , mourn along with the Tk'emlidps te Secwépemc

First Nation and all Indigenous families and communities in light of the recent discovery in Kamloops,
British Columbia of the remains of 215 children at the former Kamloops Residential School. This
represents merely the latest revelation from the violent, deadly, and traumatic colonial past and present
of what we now refer to as “Canada”.

Conversations are being held across this country as to what should be done now, even as we collectively
brace for what many sadly acknowledge as the grim reality that further such discoveries will
undoubtedly be made in the future. This appears to already be starting in Brandon, Manitoba and
Lestock, Saskatchewan. There will be others.

One conversation that continuously resurfaces is the one relating to statues and monuments that
function primarily to preserve the false patriotic and righteous legacy of the architects of Canada’s
genocide against Indigenous peoples. This discussion is occurring here in Hamilton, with the City set to
decide this issue later this summer, and opinions already being aired in the media.

| stand in solidarity with all Indigenous community members who are re-traumatized each time they are
forced to look upon the likeness of the perpetrators of these heinous crimes against them and their
communities. Welcoming and accepting societies do not commemorate and idolize individuals who have
intentionally and unashamedly committed unspeakable atrocities.

| call upon the City of Hamilton to expedite their process and make the right choice to remove the statue
of John A. MacDonald from Gore Park immediately. The tide has turned on this issue, the public has
become disillusioned with the myths that have been woven around these historical figures and now see
who and what they truly were. These monuments elevate and celebrate nothing other than the ideals of
colonialism, genocide, and white supremacy, just as their historical champions did.

Failure to take leadership on this issue would be a disservice to the community, and to those most
directly affected by these issues. It would fuel anger, distrust, and disillusionment with the municipal
process, and encourage resort to alternative methods of rectifying the issue. Indigenous communities
have made themselves clear on this, and the best leadership is proactive, not reactive.

To be clear, this is only a start and is the absolute bare minimum response to these recent events. All
cities in Canada must engage in a process of decolonization, anti-racism, and anti-oppression. We are on
stolen land and operate within colonial institutions and a society permeated with white supremacy. The
time for action is now.


mailto:clerk@hamilton.ca
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Sincerely,

Sincerely,
Kaitlyn Tolch
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From: Destiny Pitters

Sent: Saturday, April 30, 2022 3:26 PM

To: clerk@hamilton.ca

Subject: Calling on Hamilton's Mayor & Councillors to Remove SJAM Statue

Dear Hamilton Clerk,

Dear City Councillors,

|, _ Destiny Pitters , mourn along with the Tk'emlulps te Secwépemc

First Nation and all Indigenous families and communities in light of the recent discovery in Kamloops,
British Columbia of the remains of 215 children at the former Kamloops Residential School. This
represents merely the latest revelation from the violent, deadly, and traumatic colonial past and present
of what we now refer to as “Canada”.

Conversations are being held across this country as to what should be done now, even as we collectively
brace for what many sadly acknowledge as the grim reality that further such discoveries will
undoubtedly be made in the future. This appears to already be starting in Brandon, Manitoba and
Lestock, Saskatchewan. There will be others.

One conversation that continuously resurfaces is the one relating to statues and monuments that
function primarily to preserve the false patriotic and righteous legacy of the architects of Canada’s
genocide against Indigenous peoples. This discussion is occurring here in Hamilton, with the City set to
decide this issue later this summer, and opinions already being aired in the media.

| stand in solidarity with all Indigenous community members who are re-traumatized each time they are
forced to look upon the likeness of the perpetrators of these heinous crimes against them and their
communities. Welcoming and accepting societies do not commemorate and idolize individuals who have
intentionally and unashamedly committed unspeakable atrocities.

| call upon the City of Hamilton to expedite their process and make the right choice to remove the statue
of John A. MacDonald from Gore Park immediately. The tide has turned on this issue, the public has
become disillusioned with the myths that have been woven around these historical figures and now see
who and what they truly were. These monuments elevate and celebrate nothing other than the ideals of
colonialism, genocide, and white supremacy, just as their historical champions did.

Failure to take leadership on this issue would be a disservice to the community, and to those most
directly affected by these issues. It would fuel anger, distrust, and disillusionment with the municipal
process, and encourage resort to alternative methods of rectifying the issue. Indigenous communities
have made themselves clear on this, and the best leadership is proactive, not reactive.

To be clear, this is only a start and is the absolute bare minimum response to these recent events. All
cities in Canada must engage in a process of decolonization, anti-racism, and anti-oppression. We are on
stolen land and operate within colonial institutions and a society permeated with white supremacy. The
time for action is now.
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Sincerely,

Sincerely,
Destiny Pitters
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From: Christine Hudspeth

Sent: Saturday, April 30, 2022 3:37 PM

To: clerk@hamilton.ca

Subject: Calling on Hamilton's Mayor & Councillors to Remove SJAM Statue

Dear Hamilton Clerk,

Dear City Councillors,

l, , mourn along with the Tk'emlips te Secwépemc

First Nation and all Indigenous families and communities in light of the recent discovery in Kamloops,
British Columbia of the remains of 215 children at the former Kamloops Residential School. This
represents merely the latest revelation from the violent, deadly, and traumatic colonial past and present
of what we now refer to as “Canada”.

Conversations are being held across this country as to what should be done now, even as we collectively
brace for what many sadly acknowledge as the grim reality that further such discoveries will
undoubtedly be made in the future. This appears to already be starting in Brandon, Manitoba and
Lestock, Saskatchewan. There will be others.

One conversation that continuously resurfaces is the one relating to statues and monuments that
function primarily to preserve the false patriotic and righteous legacy of the architects of Canada’s
genocide against Indigenous peoples. This discussion is occurring here in Hamilton, with the City set to
decide this issue later this summer, and opinions already being aired in the media.

| stand in solidarity with all Indigenous community members who are re-traumatized each time they are
forced to look upon the likeness of the perpetrators of these heinous crimes against them and their
communities. Welcoming and accepting societies do not commemorate and idolize individuals who have
intentionally and unashamedly committed unspeakable atrocities.

| call upon the City of Hamilton to expedite their process and make the right choice to remove the statue
of John A. MacDonald from Gore Park immediately. The tide has turned on this issue, the public has
become disillusioned with the myths that have been woven around these historical figures and now see
who and what they truly were. These monuments elevate and celebrate nothing other than the ideals of
colonialism, genocide, and white supremacy, just as their historical champions did.

Failure to take leadership on this issue would be a disservice to the community, and to those most
directly affected by these issues. It would fuel anger, distrust, and disillusionment with the municipal
process, and encourage resort to alternative methods of rectifying the issue. Indigenous communities
have made themselves clear on this, and the best leadership is proactive, not reactive.

To be clear, this is only a start and is the absolute bare minimum response to these recent events. All
cities in Canada must engage in a process of decolonization, anti-racism, and anti-oppression. We are on
stolen land and operate within colonial institutions and a society permeated with white supremacy. The
time for action is now.
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Sincerely,

Sincerely,
Christine Hudspeth
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From: Kurt Dunn

Sent: Saturday, April 30, 2022 3:47 PM

To: clerk@hamilton.ca

Subject: Calling on Hamilton's Mayor & Councillors to Remove SJAM Statue

Dear Hamilton Clerk,

Dear City Councillors,

[, Kurt Dunn , mourn along with the Tk'emlips te Secwépemc

First Nation and all Indigenous families and communities in light of the recent discovery in Kamloops,
British Columbia of the remains of 215 children at the former Kamloops Residential School. This
represents merely the latest revelation from the violent, deadly, and traumatic colonial past and present
of what we now refer to as “Canada”.

Conversations are being held across this country as to what should be done now, even as we collectively
brace for what many sadly acknowledge as the grim reality that further such discoveries will
undoubtedly be made in the future. This appears to already be starting in Brandon, Manitoba and
Lestock, Saskatchewan. There will be others.

One conversation that continuously resurfaces is the one relating to statues and monuments that
function primarily to preserve the false patriotic and righteous legacy of the architects of Canada’s
genocide against Indigenous peoples. This discussion is occurring here in Hamilton, with the City set to
decide this issue later this summer, and opinions already being aired in the media.

| stand in solidarity with all Indigenous community members who are re-traumatized each time they are
forced to look upon the likeness of the perpetrators of these heinous crimes against them and their
communities. Welcoming and accepting societies do not commemorate and idolize individuals who have
intentionally and unashamedly committed unspeakable atrocities.

| call upon the City of Hamilton to expedite their process and make the right choice to remove the statue
of John A. MacDonald from Gore Park immediately. The tide has turned on this issue, the public has
become disillusioned with the myths that have been woven around these historical figures and now see
who and what they truly were. These monuments elevate and celebrate nothing other than the ideals of
colonialism, genocide, and white supremacy, just as their historical champions did.

Failure to take leadership on this issue would be a disservice to the community, and to those most
directly affected by these issues. It would fuel anger, distrust, and disillusionment with the municipal
process, and encourage resort to alternative methods of rectifying the issue. Indigenous communities
have made themselves clear on this, and the best leadership is proactive, not reactive.

To be clear, this is only a start and is the absolute bare minimum response to these recent events. All
cities in Canada must engage in a process of decolonization, anti-racism, and anti-oppression. We are on
stolen land and operate within colonial institutions and a society permeated with white supremacy. The
time for action is now.
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Sincerely,

Sincerely,
Kurt Dunn
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From: Briar Hopley

Sent: Saturday, April 30, 2022 4:15 PM

To: clerk@hamilton.ca

Subject: Calling on Hamilton's Mayor & Councillors to Remove SJAM Statue

Dear Hamilton Clerk,

Dear City Councillors,

l, , mourn along with the Tk'emlips te Secwépemc

First Nation and all Indigenous families and communities in light of the recent discovery in Kamloops,
British Columbia of the remains of 215 children at the former Kamloops Residential School. This
represents merely the latest revelation from the violent, deadly, and traumatic colonial past and present
of what we now refer to as “Canada”.

Conversations are being held across this country as to what should be done now, even as we collectively
brace for what many sadly acknowledge as the grim reality that further such discoveries will
undoubtedly be made in the future. This appears to already be starting in Brandon, Manitoba and
Lestock, Saskatchewan. There will be others.

One conversation that continuously resurfaces is the one relating to statues and monuments that
function primarily to preserve the false patriotic and righteous legacy of the architects of Canada’s
genocide against Indigenous peoples. This discussion is occurring here in Hamilton, with the City set to
decide this issue later this summer, and opinions already being aired in the media.

| stand in solidarity with all Indigenous community members who are re-traumatized each time they are
forced to look upon the likeness of the perpetrators of these heinous crimes against them and their
communities. Welcoming and accepting societies do not commemorate and idolize individuals who have
intentionally and unashamedly committed unspeakable atrocities.

| call upon the City of Hamilton to expedite their process and make the right choice to remove the statue
of John A. MacDonald from Gore Park immediately. The tide has turned on this issue, the public has
become disillusioned with the myths that have been woven around these historical figures and now see
who and what they truly were. These monuments elevate and celebrate nothing other than the ideals of
colonialism, genocide, and white supremacy, just as their historical champions did.

Failure to take leadership on this issue would be a disservice to the community, and to those most
directly affected by these issues. It would fuel anger, distrust, and disillusionment with the municipal
process, and encourage resort to alternative methods of rectifying the issue. Indigenous communities
have made themselves clear on this, and the best leadership is proactive, not reactive.

To be clear, this is only a start and is the absolute bare minimum response to these recent events. All
cities in Canada must engage in a process of decolonization, anti-racism, and anti-oppression. We are on
stolen land and operate within colonial institutions and a society permeated with white supremacy. The
time for action is now.
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Sincerely,

Sincerely,
Briar Hopley
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To the members of the city’s Emergency and Committee Services’ committee:

Hope this finds you well. I write to you as a father of four children, as a Christian,
a home-owner in Ward 8, and a life-long German settler in Hamilton, Ontario on lands
governed by the Between the Lakes Purchase No. 3 Treaty of 1792.

I am writing in regards to the mayor’s remarks at an event on Friday, April 29,
dominated by his hopes for tougher anti-hate legislation within the city, hopes which
were occasioned by the sighting of a Confederate flag flying from a home in Binbrook.
After that event, he continued, expressing his hope that the statue of John A. MacDonald
be erected again, along with a plaque including his role in the creation and maintenance
of centres of oppression and cultural genocide, mistakenly termed ‘residential schools’.
As quoted in ’s 29 April 2022 article, Hamilton mayor wants John A.
Macdonald statue reinstalled with residential school context, on the C. B. C. Hamilton
website, | wish to re-state, with the First Peoples’ Group, ‘Re-installation of the statue
now would be a step in the wrong direction. Clearing the site (placing all remaining
components in storage indefinitely) would allow for future community engagement to
happen in a good way’; and, to amplify ’s words, ‘The people of
Hamilton, the Indigenous community of Hamilton, and the lands that Hamilton sits on
deserve far better than this’. I cannot state it better and more clearly than the First
Peoples’ Group and have already done and I would urge you, as members
of this committee who have been given authority, to heed their words, to adopt the
review, and to continue to move forward listening to, and then acting on what you have
heard from, Indigenous communities in Hamilton.

Thank you for your time and attention in these regards.

Respectfully,

Joshua Weresch
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Bates, Tamara

Subject: FW: Form submission from: Request to Speak to Committee of Council Form

From: City of Hamilton, Ontario, Canada via City of Hamilton, Ontario, Canada <no-reply@hamilton.ca>
Sent: Saturday, April 30, 2022 11:46 AM

To: clerk@hamilton.ca

Subject: Form submission from: Request to Speak to Committee of Council Form

Submitted on Saturday, April 30, 2022 - 11:45am Submitted by anonymous user: 108.162.241.117 Submitted
values are:

==Committee Requested==
Committee: Emergency & Community Services Committee
Will you be delegating in person or virtually? Virtually
Will you be delegating via a pre-recorded video? No

=Requestor Information==

Name of Organization (if applicable): Toronto CopWatch

Name of Individual: Miguel Avila Velarde

Preferred Pronoun: he-him

Contact Number:

Email Address:

Mailing Address:

Toronto Ontario

Reason(s) for delegation request: Speaking on item concerning
Mayor Fred Eisenberg proposal to re erect a statue of Genocide
again in Hamilton

Will you be requesting funds from the City? No

Will you be submitting a formal presentation? No

The results of this submission may be viewed at:
https://www.hamilton.ca/node/286/submission/595796
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Bates, Tamara

Subject: FW: Form submission from: Request to Speak to Committee of Council Form

From: City of Hamilton, Ontario, Canada via City of Hamilton, Ontario, Canada <no-reply@hamilton.ca>
Sent: Wednesday, May 4, 2022 11:53 AM

To: clerk@hamilton.ca

Subject: Form submission from: Request to Speak to Committee of Council Form

Submitted on Wednesday, May 4, 2022 - 11:53am Submitted by anonymous user: 172.70.134.13 Submitted
values are:

==Committee Requested==
Committee: Emergency & Community Services Committee
Will you be delegating in person or virtually? Virtually
Will you be delegating via a pre-recorded video? No

==Requestor Information==
Name of Organization (if applicable): Hamilton Anti-Racism
Resource Centre
Name of Individual: Lyndon George
Preferred Pronoun: He/him
Contact Number:
Email Address: lyndon@harrc.ca
Mailing Address:
1 James Street North
McMaster Continuing education centre Room 106
Hamilton, ON, L8R 2k3
Reason(s) for delegation request: Regarding landmarks and
monuments review
Will you be requesting funds from the City? No
Will you be submitting a formal presentation? No

The results of this submission may be viewed at:
https://www.hamilton.ca/node/286/submission/601366
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