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City of Hamilton 

SOLE VOTING MEMBER  
OF THE HAMILTON FARMERS’ MARKET 

MINUTES 22-002 
3:44 p.m. 

Wednesday, April 6, 2022 
Due to COVID-19 and the Closure of City Hall, this meeting was held virtually. 

______________________________________________________________________ 
 
Present: Mayor F. Eisenberger (Chair), Deputy Mayor N. Nann 
 Councillors M. Wilson, J. Farr, R. Powers, T. Jackson,  

E. Pauls, J.P. Danko, B. Clark, M. Pearson, B. Johnson,  
A. VanderBeek, J. Partridge 
 

Absent: Councillors T. Whitehead, S. Merulla, L. Ferguson – Personal  
______________________________________________________________________ 
 
THE FOLLOWING ITEMS WERE REFERRED TO COUNCIL FOR CONSIDERATION: 
 
1. Approval of the Minutes and Number of Directors (Item 7.1) 
 

(Pauls/Partridge) 
WHEREAS, the Corporation is a corporation without share capital to which the 
Corporations Act, R.S.O. 1990, c.38 (the “Act”) applies; and, 
 
WHEREAS, by the Corporation’s Letters Patent, the City of Hamilton is the sole 
voting member of the Corporation (“Sole Voting Member”). 

 
1. MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETING 

 
BE IT RESOLVED: 
 
That the minutes of the meeting held February 2, 2022, be approved. 

 
 
2. DIRECTORS – DUTIES AND NUMBER 

 
WHEREAS, by section 5 of the Corporation’s By-Law No.1, the Board of 
Directors shall consist of a minimum of seven (7) and a maximum of 
thirteen (13) or such other number of Directors as may be determined from 
time to time by the Sole Voting Member; and, 
WHEREAS, the current number of Directors for the Hamilton Farmers’ 
Market Board has dropped below the required minimum membership of 7, 
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restricting the current membership of Directors to legally meet as the 
Board; 
 
THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED: 
 
That the minimum number of Directors required for the Hamilton Farmers’ 
Market Board of Directors be reduced from 7 to 3, and that quorum be the 
majority of the existing members, being not less than 3. 

 
Result: Motion CARRIED by a vote of 13 to 0, as follows:  
 

Yes - Mayor Fred Eisenberger 
Yes - Ward 1 Councillor Maureen Wilson 
Yes - Ward 2 Councillor Jason Farr 
Yes - Ward 3 Councillor Nrinder Nann, Deputy Mayor 

Absent - Ward 4 Councillor Sam Merulla 
Yes - Ward 5 Councillor Chad Collins 
Yes - Ward 6 Councillor Tom Jackson 
Yes - Ward 7 Councillor Esther Pauls 
Yes - Ward 8 Councillor J. P. Danko 
Yes - Ward 9 Councillor Brad Clark 
Yes - Ward 10 Councillor Maria Pearson 
Yes - Ward 11 Councillor Brenda Johnson 

Absent - Ward 12 Councillor Lloyd Ferguson 
Yes - Ward 13 Councillor Arlene VanderBeek 

Absent - Ward 14 Councillor Terry Whitehead 
Yes - Ward 15 Councillor Judi Partridge 

 
 

 
FOR INFORMATION: 
 
(a) APPROVAL OF AGENDA (Item 2) 

 
The Committee Clerk advised that there were no changes to the agenda. 
 
(Powers/Pauls) 
That the agenda for the April 6, 2022 meeting of the Sole Voting Member of the 
Hamilton Farmers’ Market, be approved, as presented. 
 
Result: Motion CARRIED by a vote of 13 to 0, as follows:  
 

Yes - Mayor Fred Eisenberger 
Yes - Ward 1 Councillor Maureen Wilson 
Yes - Ward 2 Councillor Jason Farr 
Yes - Ward 3 Councillor Nrinder Nann, Deputy Mayor 
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Absent - Ward 4 Councillor Sam Merulla 
Yes - Ward 5 Councillor Chad Collins 
Yes - Ward 6 Councillor Tom Jackson 
Yes - Ward 7 Councillor Esther Pauls 
Yes - Ward 8 Councillor J. P. Danko 
Yes - Ward 9 Councillor Brad Clark 
Yes - Ward 10 Councillor Maria Pearson 
Yes - Ward 11 Councillor Brenda Johnson 

Absent - Ward 12 Councillor Lloyd Ferguson 
Yes - Ward 13 Councillor Arlene VanderBeek 

Absent - Ward 14 Councillor Terry Whitehead 
Yes - Ward 15 Councillor Judi Partridge 

 
 

(b) DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST (Item 2) 
 

 There were no declarations of interest. 
 
 
(c) APPROVAL OF MINUTES OF THE PREVIOUS MEETING (Item 3) 
 

(i) February 2, 2022 (Item 3.1) 
 
 (Powers/Pauls) 

That the Minutes of the February 2, 2022 meeting of the Sole Voting 
Member of the Hamilton Farmers’ Market, be approved, as presented. 
 
Result: Motion CARRIED by a vote of 13 to 0, as follows:  
 

Yes - Mayor Fred Eisenberger 
Yes - Ward 1 Councillor Maureen Wilson 
Yes - Ward 2 Councillor Jason Farr 
Yes - Ward 3 Councillor Nrinder Nann, Deputy Mayor 

Absent - Ward 4 Councillor Sam Merulla 
Yes - Ward 5 Councillor Chad Collins 
Yes - Ward 6 Councillor Tom Jackson 
Yes - Ward 7 Councillor Esther Pauls 
Yes - Ward 8 Councillor J. P. Danko 
Yes - Ward 9 Councillor Brad Clark 
Yes - Ward 10 Councillor Maria Pearson 
Yes - Ward 11 Councillor Brenda Johnson 

Absent - Ward 12 Councillor Lloyd Ferguson 
Yes - Ward 13 Councillor Arlene VanderBeek 

Absent - Ward 14 Councillor Terry Whitehead 
Yes - Ward 15 Councillor Judi Partridge 
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(d) COMMUNICATION ITEMS (Item 4) 
 

(i) Resignations from the Hamilton Farmers' Market Board of Directors 
(Item 4.1) 

 
(Johnson/Pauls) 
That the following resignations from the Hamilton Farmers' Market Board 
of Directors, be received: 

 
(a) Jason Hofing (Item 4.1.a.) 
(b) Elly Bowan (Item 4.1.b.) 
(c) Wilf Ardnt (Item 4.1.c.) 
(d)  Damian Wills (Item 4.1.d.) 

 
Result: Motion CARRIED by a vote of 13 to 0, as follows:  
 

Yes - Mayor Fred Eisenberger 
Yes - Ward 1 Councillor Maureen Wilson 
Yes - Ward 2 Councillor Jason Farr 
Yes - Ward 3 Councillor Nrinder Nann, Deputy Mayor 

Absent - Ward 4 Councillor Sam Merulla 
Yes - Ward 5 Councillor Chad Collins 
Yes - Ward 6 Councillor Tom Jackson 
Yes - Ward 7 Councillor Esther Pauls 
Yes - Ward 8 Councillor J. P. Danko 
Yes - Ward 9 Councillor Brad Clark 
Yes - Ward 10 Councillor Maria Pearson 
Yes - Ward 11 Councillor Brenda Johnson 

Absent - Ward 12 Councillor Lloyd Ferguson 
Yes - Ward 13 Councillor Arlene VanderBeek 

Absent - Ward 14 Councillor Terry Whitehead 
Yes - Ward 15 Councillor Judi Partridge 

 
 
(e) ADJOURNMENT (Item 10) 
  

(Jackson/Partridge) 
That there being no further business, the Sole Voting Member of the Hamilton 
Farmers’ Market be adjourned at 3:55 p.m. 
 
Result: Motion CARRIED by a vote of 13 to 0, as follows:  
 

Yes - Mayor Fred Eisenberger 
Yes - Ward 1 Councillor Maureen Wilson 
Yes - Ward 2 Councillor Jason Farr 
Yes - Ward 3 Councillor Nrinder Nann, Deputy Mayor 
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Absent - Ward 4 Councillor Sam Merulla 
Yes - Ward 5 Councillor Chad Collins 
Yes - Ward 6 Councillor Tom Jackson 
Yes - Ward 7 Councillor Esther Pauls 
Yes - Ward 8 Councillor J. P. Danko 
Yes - Ward 9 Councillor Brad Clark 
Yes - Ward 10 Councillor Maria Pearson 
Yes - Ward 11 Councillor Brenda Johnson 

Absent - Ward 12 Councillor Lloyd Ferguson 
Yes - Ward 13 Councillor Arlene VanderBeek 

Absent - Ward 14 Councillor Terry Whitehead 
Yes - Ward 15 Councillor Judi Partridge 

 
Respectfully submitted,  
   
 
 
 
_______________________________ 

    Mayor Fred Eisenberger, Chair 
 
Stephanie Paparella 
Legislative Coordinator, 
Office of the City Clerk 
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Hamilton Farmers’ Market Corporation

Presented on September 13th, 2022 

by Bill Slowka - Market Manager
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Hamilton Farmers’ Market - 185th

Anniversary

• Market has evolved to include 50 local businesses 
covering a broad range of categories;

• Artisans & Florists

• Bakeries and Coffee

• Cheese & Deli

• Grocery/Prepared Foods

• Meat, Poultry & Eggs

• Produce, Seafood & VQA Wine

• Market surveys indicate our patrons come from all 
areas of the City and beyond its boundaries
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Hamilton Farmers’ Market Board

• The Hamilton Farmers’ Market Board was created in 
2015 to govern the Market

• During 2021, a number of Board members' terms came 
to an end, and changes with Board Members continued 
into 2022

• Current Market Board members include;

• Councilor Esther Pauls - Acting Chairperson

• Anne Miller - Secretary, Vendor Director

• Brandon Linares - Treasurer, Vendor Director

• Celina Masoudi - Vendor Director

• Eva Marsden - Citizen Director
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Impact of COVID-19 on HFM

• Proudly, the HFM never closed its doors to the public 
throughout the pandemic while providing the safest 
shopping experience possible

• The HFM lost 10 vendors by the end of 2020 and another 
3 vendors in 2021 as a direct result of the financial strain 
on small business as many fell through the cracks of 
government support programs

• Added 5 new businesses to the HFM in 2021 

• Jackson Square vacancy levels has negatively impacted 
Market foot traffic  

• Market foot traffic continues its slow recovery to  pre-
pandemic levels.
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2021 Audit Report Summary - KMPG

COVID-19: 

“In March 2020, the novel coronavirus (“COVID-19”) outbreak 
was declared a pandemic by the World Health Organization. 

The Hamilton Farmers’ Market remained open through the 
pandemic with reduced operating hours. During the year, the 
Hamilton Farmers’ Market extended the rent deferral 
program to assist vendors with rent payments who were able 
to demonstrate financial hardship. This extension allows 
vendors to defer their rent payments for April-September 
2020 to the end of 2022 without interest. 

As part of the federal-provincial Safe Restart Agreement, the 
City of Hamilton received emergency assistance, and the 
Market Corporation was allocated an amount of $147,187 
(2020 - $144,652) in 2021. This funding was provided for the 
purpose of addressing COVID-19 related operating costs.” 
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2021 Audit Report Summary - KMPG

Reserves held by related party: 

“The City of Hamilton holds a reserve fund on behalf of the 
Hamilton Farmers’ Market Corporation. Use of the funds 
requires approval of both the Market Corporation’s Board as 
well as the Council of the City of Hamilton. The funds are 
permitted to be used to ensure the viability of the Market 
Corporation if other sources of funding are not available. The 
balance of the reserve fund as at December 31, 2021 is 
$78,662 (2020 - $71,919).”

Accounts receivable:

“In the prior year, the Market Corporation approved an 
optional deferral plan that allowed stallholders to pay their 
fees for April through September 2020 in 2021 without 
interest. During the year ended December 31, 2021, 
stallholders that were able to demonstrate financial hardship 
were allowed to extend their fee payment deferral Into 2022. 
In total, there are 6 (2020 - 32) stallholders that received fee 
payment deferral extensions.” 
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A Financial Perspective

• The primary source of HFM revenue comes from 
vendor fees (98% excluding Corporate Sponsorship)

• Since 2016 vendor fees have seen one increase of 2% 
(2017)

• Total revenues continue to be impacted by a slow 
post-pandemic recovery and have yet to regain full 
occupancy
• 2019 ($509K) … 2020 ($473K) … 2021 ($453K)

• 2022 ($464K .. Forecast)

• Corporate Sponsorship agreement ($125k) expired in 
April ’22

• New Corporate Sponsor signed on for 2022-24 ($25K)
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2022 … All Systems GO!

• Promotional work with local sports enterprises 
Hamilton Bulldogs, Toronto Rock, Hamilton Honey 
Badgers

• Welcomed several new vendors to the Market

• Special Events Calendar includes;

• Valentines Day

• Easter Celebration

• Vegan Bingo

• Mother’s Day

• Father’s Day

• End of Summer Beach Party

• 185th Anniversary Celebrations
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Our Newest Vendors

Market General Store

Apothecary Kitchen

Winnie Seamstress

Page 18 of 32



Thank You
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8.1 
HAMILTON FARMERS’ MARKET CORPORATION 

(the “Corporation”) 
 

RESOLUTION OF THE SOLE VOTING MEMBER OF THE CORPORATION 
 

WHEREAS the Corporation is a corporation without share capital to which the 
Corporations Act, R.S.O. 1990, c.38 (the “Act”) applies; 

 
AND WHEREAS by the Corporation’s Letters Patent, the City of Hamilton is the 

sole voting member of the Corporation (“Sole Voting Member”);  
 
AND WHEREAS by section 5 of the Corporation’s By-Law No.1, the Board of 

Directors shall consist of a minimum of three (3) to a maximum of thirteen (13) or such 
other number of directors, as may be determined from time to time by the Sole Voting 
Member; 

 
AND WHEREAS by section 15 of the Corporation’s By-Law No.1, the City of 

Hamilton, as the sole voting member, is authorized to or may require the Directors of the 
Corporation to appoint an auditor; 
 
1. NOTICE 
 

BE IT RESOLVED: 
 

That the Sole Voting Member hereby waives its right to receive general or special 
notice of an annual meeting of the members of the Corporation. 

 
 
2. MINUTES OF PREVIOUS ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 

 
BE IT RESOLVED: 
 
That the minutes of the annual general meeting held September 13, 2021, be 
approved. 
 

3. DIRECTORS 
 
BE IT RESOLVED: 
 
That the following persons are affirmed or appointed as Directors of the 
Corporation and shall hold office until the date specified below, unless further 
extended as permitted by the by-laws of the Corporation or until their respective 
successors are elected or appointed subject to the by-laws of the Corporation: 

 
•  Councillor Esther Pauls – Council Member   November 14, 2022 
• Anne Miller – Vendor Member-Second Term   August 11, 2023 
• Eva Marsden – Citizen Member-First Term   March 29, 2023 
• Celina Masoudi – Vendor Director-First Term   September 13, 2023 
• Brandon Linares – Vendor Director- First Term   September 13, 2023 
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EX OFFICIO MEMBERS 
 

• Bill Slowka – Market Manager 
 
 

4. FINANCIAL STATEMENTS AND AUDITOR’S REPORT 
 

BE IT RESOLVED: 
 
That the financial statements of the Corporation for the fiscal year ended 
December 31, 2021, attached hereto as Schedule “A” together with the auditor’s 
report as prepared by KPMG LLP, be and the same are hereby received and 
approved. 

 
 
5. AUDIT APPOINTMENT 
 

BE IT RESOLVED: 
 

That the undersigned, being the Sole Voting Member, hereby authorizes the 
Directors of the Corporation to appoint an auditor of the Corporation to hold office 
until the next following annual meeting at such remuneration as may by fixed by 
the Directors and the Directors are hereby authorized to fix such remuneration. 

 
 
The foregoing resolutions are, by signature below of the Sole Voting Member of the 
Corporation entitled to vote on such resolutions, passed as resolutions of the 
Corporation pursuant to the Act. 
 
  Dated as of this 13th day of September 2022. 
 
 CITY OF HAMILTON 
 
 
 Per: _________________________ 
  F. Eisenberger 

Mayor 
 
 
 Per: _________________________ 
  A. Holland 

Secretary 
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