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HAMILTON MUNICIPAL HERITAGE COMMITTEE ADDENDUM
 

Date: February 16, 2024
Time: 12:00 p.m.

Location: Room 264, 2nd Floor, City Hall (hybrid) (RM)
71 Main Street West

Matt Gauthier, Legislative Coordinator (905) 546-2424 ext. 6437

8. STAFF PRESENTATIONS

*8.1 Recommendation to Designate 1166 Garner Road West, Ancaster, (Shaver
Homestead) under Part IV of the Ontario Heritage Act (PED24026) (Ward 12)

9. CONSENT ITEMS

*9.2 Education & Communication Working Group Meeting Notes - January 3, 2024

*9.3 Policy and Design Working Group Meeting Notes - January 22, 2024

12. NOTICES OF MOTION

*12.1 Correspondence in Support of an Extension of the Deadline in Subsection 27(16) of
the Ontario Heritage Act with Respect to the Removal of Listed (Non-Designated)
Properties from Municipal Heritage Registers

 Note: A request to waive the rules will be introduced
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STATEMENT OF CULTURAL HERITAGE VALUE OR INTEREST AND 

DESCRIPTION OF HERITAGE ATTRIBUTES 
 

Description of Property 
 
The 36.45 hectare property municipally-addressed as 1166 Garner Road West, known 
as the Shaver Homestead, is comprised of a nineteenth-century farmstead consisting of 
nine historic structures built between circa 1830 and 1942.  Two additional structures 
without heritage interest were constructed circa 1960.  The property is located on the 
south side of Garner Road West, between Wilson Street West and McClure Road, in 
the community of Ancaster in the City of Hamilton.  
 
Statement of Cultural Heritage Value or Interest 
 
The property at 1166 Garner Road West has design and physical value as a 
representative and rare extant example of a nineteenth-century Ontario farmstead.  It is 
comprised of nine distinct historic structures built over a more than one-hundred-year 
period between circa 1830 and 1942.  These structures include the: wood-frame house 
built circa 1830; bank barn built in 1837; brick farmhouse built 1856; bakehouse built 
1856; outhouse smokehouse and horse barn, all built in the mid-nineteenth century; 
icehouse built circa 1872; and milkhouse built circa 1920. The brick farmhouse also 
displays a high degree of craftsmanship, as demonstrated by its decorative dichromatic 
brickwork and elaborate scrollwork and curved roofs on the rear porches. 
 
The property has a long-standing association with the Shavers, a prominent family in 
nineteenth-century Ancaster township who played a significant role in the development 
of the Ancaster community.  John Shaver (1739-1795), a United Empire Loyalist, moved 
to the Ancaster area in 1789.  His descendants, who purchased this property in 1811 
and still own it today, are responsible for constructing a number of significant structures 
in the area.  This property has served as the present-day gathering place for John 
Shaver’s descendants, who hold a yearly family reunion at the Shaver Homestead. 
 
Contextually, this property is important in defining the former rural agricultural character 
of the area.  It emphasizes the long-settled nature of this stretch of Garner Road and 
contrasts strongly with the surrounding modern development.  It is linked, functionally, 
visually, and historically to the surrounding area, being on its original location and in 
proximity to several other Shaver properties.  This farmstead, having been featured in 
several publications, is considered a local landmark.  
 
Description of Heritage Attributes: 
 
Key attributes that embody the physical value of the property as a representative and 
rare extant example of a nineteenth-century Ontario farmstead, in demonstrating a high 
degree of craftsmanship, and its association with the Shaver family, include: 
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 All elevations and the roofline of the circa 1830 one-and-a-half-storey frame 

house, including its: 

o Side gable roof with returned eaves on north end; 

o Twelve- and six-pane wooden windows; and, 

o Eight paneled “loyalist” wooden doors. 

 

 All elevations and the roofline of the circa 1856 two-and-a-half-storey brick 

farmhouse, including its: 

o Low pitch side gable roof with returned eaves and quarter-circle windows 

below the gables; 

o Brick chimneys on east and west side; 

o Red brick facades with buff brick voussoirs and projecting quoining; 

o Three-bay front façade with central projecting frontispiece with a gable 

roof with returned eaves; 

o Segmentally-arched window openings with six-over-six hung wooden 

windows, dressed stone lug sills; 

o Round-headed multi-pane hung wooden window in the second storey with 

three keystones, the central keystone inscribed “1856”; 

o Central entrance with sidelights and transom, decorative wooden surround 

with fluted pilasters and ornamented brackets;  

o Four-paneled wooden door; 

o Projecting dressed stone base on front elevation; 

o Projecting buff brick base on side and rear elevations; and, 

o Stone foundation  

o Rear one-and-one-half-storey, gable-roofed circa 1830 wood-frame wing, 

including its: 

o Porch on west side elevation with elaborate scrollwork, curved roof 

supports and chamfered wooden posts, and encased water well; 

and, 

o Porch on east side elevation with curved roof supports. 

 

 All exterior elevations, roofline, and interior of the circa 1856 one-storey brick 

bakehouse, including its: 

o Front gable roof; 

o Common bond brickwork; 

o Six-over-six windows with lug sills; 

o Two-panel wooden door; and, 

o Interior brick hearth and bake oven. 

 

 All elevations and the roofline of the circa 1875 two-storey frame icehouse, 

including its: 

o Front gable roof; 

o Board doors on both stories of front elevation; 
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o Frame construction; and, 

o Board and batten siding. 

 

 All elevations and the roofline of the circa 1837 three-storey frame dairy barn, 

including its: 

o Side gable roof; 

o Frame construction; 

o Earthen ramp on front elevation; 

o Concrete block circa 1942 milk-house addition with a gable roof; and 

o Raised stone foundation. 

 

 All elevations and the roofline of the circa 1871 three-storey frame horse barn, 

including its: 

o Side gable roof; 

o Frame construction; and, 

o Raised stone foundation. 

 
Key attributes that embody the contextual value of the property as a defining feature of 
the historical character of Garner Road West, and its visual, historical and functional 
links to its surroundings, include its: 
 

 Siting and massing of the historic farmstead structures, including the:  
o One-and-one-half storey frame house built circa 1830; 
o Two-and-one-half storey brick farmhouse built circa 1856; 
o One-storey brick bake/wash house built circa 1856; 
o One-storey frame outhouse, built in the mid-1800s; 
o One-storey frame smokehouse built in the mid-1800s; 
o Two-storey frame icehouse built circa 1875; 
o One-storey frame milkhouse built circa 1920; 
o Dairy barn built circa 1837 with its circa 1942 milkhouse addition; and, 
o Horse barn built circa 1871. 

 

 Location of the property fronting onto Garner Road West with a deep setback 
from the road. 
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Photographs 
 

All images taken by City of Hamilton on November 14, 2023, unless otherwise noted. 
 

 
Figure 1: Front Elevation of Brick Farmhouse 

 
Figure 2: Side (West) Elevation of Brick Farmhouse 
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Figure 3: Side (West) Elevation of Farmhouse showing Porch and Frame Kitchen 

 
Figure 4: Rear of West Elevation of Farmhouse 
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Figure 5: Rear (South) Elevation of Farmhouse 

 
Figure 6: Rear of West Elevation of Farmhouse 
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Figure 7: West Elevation of Farmhouse 

 
Figure 8: Quarter-Circle Windows on West Elevation of Farmhouse 
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Figure 9: Detail view of windows, stone foundation, and projecting quoins 
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Figure 10: Detail View of Main Entrance of Farmhouse 
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Figure 11: Detail of scrollwork on west side farmhouse porch 

 
Figure 12: Detail of scrollwork on west side farmhouse porch 
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Figure 13: Detail of west side farmhouse porch 

 
Figure 14: Detail of west side farmhouse porch 
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Figure 15: Detail of Shaver Family well 

 
Figure 16: East Elevation of c. 1830 frame house 
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Figure 17: South Elevation of c.1830 frame house showing workshop extension 

 
Figure 18: North Elevation of c.1830 frame house 
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Figure 19: Detail of paneled "Loyalist" door 

 
Figure 20: View of c.1856 bakehouse 
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Figure 21: South Elevation of c.1856 bakehouse 

 
Figure 22: East Elevation of Bakehouse showing rear of bake oven 
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Figure 23: View of interior of c.1856 bake house, showing hearth and bake oven 

 
Figure 24: North Elevations of outhouse (right) and smokehouse (left) 
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Figure 25: Rear of outhouse (left) and smokehouse (right) 
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Figure 26: North Elevation of c.1872 icehouse 

 
Figure 27: View of c.1920 milkhouse 
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Figure 28: View of Horse Barn (left), Dairy Barn (right) and milkhouse (foreground) 
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Figure 29: East Elevation of Dairy Barn 

 
Figure 30: North Elevation of Dairy Barn, showing silo and 1942 attached milkhouse 
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Figure 31: North and East Elevations of Horse Barn 

 
Figure 32: South and East Elevations of Horse Barn 
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Figure 33: View of pre-1950 shed (left) 

 
Figure 34: View of 1959 Equipment Shed 
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Figure 35: Interior View of farmhouse showing hand hewn beams 

 
Figure 36: Interior of farmhouse showing framework of beams 
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Figure 37: Interior of farmhouse showing framework of beams 

 
Figure 38: Interior of farmhouse showing living room 
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Figure 39: Detail of fireplace in living room of farmhouse 

 
Figure 40: View of front hall in farmhouse 
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Figure 41: Detail of staircase 

 
Figure 42: Detail of staircase 
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Figure 43: Interior of Main Entrance 
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Figure 44: Detail of Medallion in front hall 
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Figure 45:View of Study 

 
Figure 46: Detail of medallion in study 
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Figure 47: Detail of trim in study 

 
Figure 48: Farmhouse in 1859 (Map of Wentworth County 1859) 
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Figure 49: Farmhouse in late nineteenth century (Ancaster: A Pictorial History) 

 

 
Figure 50: Farmhouse in 1952 (Hamilton Public Library: Local History and Archives) 
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Figure 51: Farmhouse in 1984 (Ancaster LACAC) 
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Figure 52: barnyard in 1984 (Ancaster LACAC) 
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Research Sources 

 

 
Interview with Mrs. Shirley Shaver-Crantson. November 14, 2023.  

 

“William Shaver” in the 1871 Canada Census. Accessed November 29, 2023. 

https://www.ancestrylibrary.com/imageviewer/collections/1578/images/4396608_00274

?ssrc=&backlabel=Return  

 

Ancaster: A Pictorial History, Volume 1. Arthur Bowes, editor. Seldon Griffon, Hamilton, 

2004. 

 

Ancaster’s Heritage Volume 2. Paul Grimwood, editor. Ancaster Township Historical 

Society, 1998. 

 

Ontario House Styles. Robert Mikel. James Lorimer & Co. Ltd., Toronto 2004. 

 

Map of the County of Wentworth, Canada West. Robert Surtees, Surveyor. 1859. 

Accessed November 14, 2023. https://recherche-collection-search.bac- 

lac.gc.ca/eng/home/record?app=fonandcol&IdNumber=3989219.  

 

“One of the District’s Oldest”. Hamilton Public Library: Local History and Archives. 

Accessed November 21, 2023. http://preview.hpl.ca:8080/Sites/#1701282687550_11 

 

“Photo 15M”. Aerial Photographs of Hamilton-Wentworth County, 1952. Spartan Air 

Services, Ltd. Accessed November 24, 2023. 

https://digitalarchive.mcmaster.ca/islandora/object/macrepo%3A71762 

 

“Flightline A16883- Photo 38”. Aerial Photographs of Golden Horseshoe Area, 1959. 

Spartan Air Services, Ltd. Accessed November 24, 2023. 

https://digitalarchive.mcmaster.ca/islandora/object/macrepo%3A72691 

 

“Flightline 60132 -Photo 156”. Aerial Photographs of Wentworth County, excluding most 

of the City of Hamilton, 1960. Canadian Aero Service Ltd. Accessed November 24, 

2023. https://digitalarchive.mcmaster.ca/islandora/object/macrepo%3A78969 

 

“The Roadside History of Old Ancaster Township: A Self-Guided Tour”. Ancaster 

Township Historical Society. 2004. 

 

Heritage Treasures: The Historic Homes of Ancaster, Burlington, Dundas, East 

Flamborough, Hamilton, Stoney Creek and Waterdown. Susan Evans Shaw. James 

Lorimer & Co., Ltd., Toronto, 2004. 

 

https://www.ancestrylibrary.com/imageviewer/collections/1578/images/4396608_00274?ssrc=&backlabel=Return
https://www.ancestrylibrary.com/imageviewer/collections/1578/images/4396608_00274?ssrc=&backlabel=Return
https://digitalarchive.mcmaster.ca/islandora/object/macrepo%3A71762
https://digitalarchive.mcmaster.ca/islandora/object/macrepo%3A72691
https://digitalarchive.mcmaster.ca/islandora/object/macrepo%3A78969
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“The Shaver House: 1166 Highway #53 West by Janet Wetmore” Ancaster L.A.C.A.C, 

1984. 

 

“Shaver Family Homestead” Shirley Shaver-Crantson. FWIC Community History 

Competition, 1995.  

 

“Information Report: Extant Heritage Properties – Shaver Family, Ancaster (Ward 12) 

(PED17064)”. Jeremy Parsons, City of Hamilton, 2017.  

 

“Shavers of Ancaster: Home of the Shaver Family Reunion” Accessed November 23, 

2023. https://www.shaversofancaster.com/?q=node/1 
 



Recommendation To Designate 

1166 Garner Road West, Ancaster

(Shaver Homestead)

Planning and Economic Development

February 16, 2024

Hamilton Municipal Heritage Committee

Planning Division, Heritage and Urban DesignScott Dickinson, Cultural Heritage Planning Technician 

PED24026
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Planning and Economic Development

1166 Garner Road West, Ancaster

Planning Division, Heritage and Urban Design
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Planning and Economic Development
Planning Division, Heritage and Urban Design

Background

October 2023 – Staff receive request for designation from owner

November 2023 – Staff conduct site visit
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Planning and Economic Development
Planning Division, Heritage and Urban Design

Site Context
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Planning and Economic Development
Planning Division, Heritage and Urban Design

Recommendation for Designation 
Under Part IV of the OHA

1166 Garner Road West, Ancaster

Ontario Regulation 9/06 Criteria (7 of 9)

• Design / Physical (Criteria #1, 2)

• Historical / Associative (Criteria #4, 5)

• Contextual (Criteria #7, 8, 9)
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Planning and Economic Development
Planning Division, Heritage and Urban Design

Heritage Evaluation
Ontario Regulation 9/06 Criteria

Design / Physical Value

1. The property is a representative 

example of a nineteenth century 

Ontario farmstead. 

2. The property is considered to display 

a high degree of craftsmanship or 

artistic merit.

3. The property is not considered to 

demonstrate a high degree of 

technical or scientific achievement.
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Planning and Economic Development
Planning Division, Heritage and Urban Design

Heritage Evaluation
Ontario Regulation 9/06 Criteria

Historical / Associative Value

4. The property has direct associations with 

the prominent Shaver Family of Ancaster.

5. The property is considered to have the 

potential to yield information about a 

community.

6. The property is not considered to 

demonstrate the work or ideas of an 

architect, artist, builder, designer or theorist 

significant to the community
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Planning and Economic Development
Planning Division, Heritage and Urban Design

Heritage Evaluation
Ontario Regulation 9/06 Criteria

Contextual Value

7. The property helps define the historic rural character of Garner Road 

West and Ancaster.

8. The property is visually and historically linked to its surroundings.

9. The property is considered to be a local landmark. 
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Planning and Economic Development
Planning Division, Heritage and Urban Design

Statement of Cultural Heritage Value or Interest 
(Summary)

The property at 1166 Garner Road West is a representative example of a nineteenth 

century Ontario farmstead. It is comprised of nine distinct historic structures built between 

circa 1830 and 1942. The brick farmhouse displays a high degree of craftsmanship, 

including wood frame windows; dichromatic brick decorations, a projecting frontispiece and 

elaborate scrollwork.

The property has a long-standing association with the prominent Shaver family. The

descendants of John Shaver (1739-1795) who have owned the subject property since 1811, 

are responsible for constructing a number of designated structures in the area. 

Contextually, this property is important in defining the formerly rural character of the area. 

It emphasizes the long-settled nature of this stretch of Garner Road and contrasts strongly 

with the surrounding modern development. It is linked, visually and historically to the 

surrounding area, and, having been featured in several publications, is considered a local 

landmark. 



10

Planning and Economic Development
Planning Division, Heritage and Urban Design

Description of Heritage Attributes 

(Summary)

o Side gable roof with returned eaves on north end;

o Twelve- and six-pane wooden windows; and,

o Eight paneled “loyalist” wooden doors.

• The circa 1830 one-and-a-half-storey frame house, including its: 

• The circa 1856 two-and-a-half-storey brick house, 

including its: 
o Side gable roof with returned eaves and quarter-circle 

windows below the gables;

o Red brick facades with buff brick voussoirs and projecting 

quoining;

o Central projecting frontispiece with returned eaves;

o Round-headed window in second storey with three 

keystones, the central keystone inscribed “1856”;

o Entrance with sidelights and transom, wooden surround with 

fluted pilasters and brackets; 

o Rear one-and-one-half-storey, gable-roofed circa 1830 

wood-frame wing, including its porches and their detailing. 
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Planning and Economic Development
Planning Division, Heritage and Urban Design

Description of Heritage Attributes

(Continued)

• The circa 1856 one-storey brick bakehouse, including its:

o Front gable roof;

o Common bond brickwork;

o Six-over-six windows with lug sills;

o Two-panel wooden door; and,

o Interior brick hearth and bake oven.

• The circa 1875 two-storey frame icehouse, including its:

o Front gable roof;

o Board doors on both stories of front elevation;

o Frame construction; and,

o Board and batten siding.
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Planning and Economic Development
Planning Division, Heritage and Urban Design

Description of Heritage Attributes

(Continued)

• The circa 1837 three-storey frame dairy barn, including its:

o Side gable roof;

o Frame construction;

o Earthen ramp on front elevation;

o Concrete block circa 1942 milk-house addition with 

a gable roof; and

o Raised stone foundation.

• The circa 1871 three-storey frame horse barn, including its:

o Side gable roof;

o Frame construction; and,

o Raised stone foundation.
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Planning and Economic Development

Planning Division, Heritage and Urban Design

Description of Heritage Attributes 
(Continued)

• Siting and massing of the historic farmstead structures, including the: 

o One-and-one-half storey frame house built circa 1830;

o Two-and-one-half storey brick farmhouse built circa 1856;

o One-storey brick bake/wash house built circa 1856;

o One-storey frame outhouse, built in the mid-1800s;

o One-storey frame smokehouse built in the mid-1800s;

o Two-storey frame icehouse built circa 1875;

o One-storey frame milkhouse built circa 1920;

o Dairy barn built circa 1837 with its circa 1942 milkhouse addition; and,

o Horse barn built circa 1871.

• Location of the property fronting onto Garner Road West with a deep setback 

from the road.

Key contextual attributes include its:
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Planning Division, Heritage and Urban Design

Planning and Economic Development



THANK YOU

Planning and Economic Development
Planning Division, Heritage and Urban Design



Education & Communication Working Group 

Meeting Notes 

Wednesday, January 3rd, 2024 (6:00 pm) 
WebEx Virtual Meeting 

 
 
Present:   Alissa Denham-Robinson (Chair), Janice Brown, Graham Carroll, Karen 

Burke, Stefan Spolnik, Emily Bent, Cultural Heritage Planner 
 
Regrets:  Robin McKee, Sara Sandham, Clr. Cameron Kroetsch, Kristen McLaughlin, 

Julia Renaud, 
 
Also Present:   
 
 

1. Changes to the Agenda 
N/a 
 

2. Declarations of Interest 
 N/a 
 

3. Review of Previous Meeting Notes:   
a. October 4, 2023  - Approved by general consensus.  
b. November 15, 2023  - Approved by general consensus. 
c. December 6, 2023  - Approved by general consensus.  

4. Policy & Administration   
N/a 

 
5. Publications & Print Projects 

N/a 
 

6. Public Outreach and Events:  
a. HMHC Heritage Recognition Awards 2023-24 

i. WG reviewed and assessed Nominations received to date against award 
qualification criteria to refine list of award recipients.   

ii. In review of the list, members were assigned storyboards to complete. 
iii. Members to provide further research and photos – target to complete 

storyboard updates for February WG meeting (Feb 7/24).  
iv. WG discussed planning details for the in-person Celebration (food, set-up, 

promotion, etc.).  
v. Alissa D-R to coordinate with Bridgeworks to confirm the event date for 

booking.  
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vi. Proposed schedule of key dates:  
 

Working Period (Story Boards, etc.) Dec. 2023 / Jan. 2024 

Deadline for Website Content  Monday January 29, 2024 

Announcement for Heritage Day  Monday February 19, 2024 (until Sun. 
February 25, 2024) 

Working Period (Notification of 
Winners, Awards Prep, etc.) 

March / April / May 2024 

Awards Celebration Event  June 2024 

 
 

7. Other Business 
N/a 

 
8. Next Meeting:  Wednesday February 7th, 2024 @ 6pm 

 



MEETING NOTES 
POLICY AND DESIGN WORKING GROUP 

Monday, January 22, 2024 
2:30 pm 

City of Hamilton Webex Virtual Meeting 
 

 
Attendees:     L. Lunsted, A. Denham-Robinson, A. Douglas 

Regrets:    

Also Present: E. Bent, V. Rodriguez  
 
 
THE POLICY AND DESIGN WORKING GROUP NOTES FOR THE INFORMATION OF THE 
HAMILTON MUNICIPAL HERITAGE COMMITTEE WITH RESPECT TO: 
 

a) CHANGES TO THE AGENDA  

        None 

b)  DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 
 

   None 

c)  REVIEW OF PAST MEETING NOTES  

    Meeting notes of December 18, 2023 approved. 
 

d) C.H.I.A Documentation and Salvage Report – 1107 Main Street West, Hamilton  by 
Parslow Heritage Consultancy Inc. 

The proposal is to demolish Grace Lutheran Church and replace it with 15 storey mixed-
use residential structure.   

The Working Group Comments: 

• As the Working Group has seen this document before, this was for staff to provide 
an update. Our comments are very general. 

• We do not believe that it is necessary to remove this building from the Inventory of 
Places of Worship. The Inventory is a listing and this church should be retained to 
document that it once existed.  

• We believe there should be more information on what features are proposed for 
salvage. 

• We previously had issues with the façade that is proposed to be rebuilt and do not 
see any additional information as to how it will be supported. 
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e) C.H.I.A. – 73 Hughson Street N.,  Hamilton, June 7, 2023 by McCallum Sather. 

Formal Consultation Application.  This CHIA does not include the proposed height of 41 
stories.  

The proposal is to construct a 31 storey mixed-use development  with retail use at grade 
level.  

Working Group Comments: 

• The Working Group is in favour of the design and like the integrated green areas. 
• There was no discussion in the CHIA of the impact that the building will have on 

nearby Heritage buildings. 
• The document had confusing statements on page 53: ‘As such the proposed building 

height and density are in keeping with the Growth Plan’  but the next paragraph states 
‘he top of the proposal is higher than the …height limitation as set out in the Downtown 
Hamilton Official Plan’.  

• The Working Group does not need to see this CHIA again. 

f) C.H.I.A. – 1205 Glancaster Road, (Glanbrook)  Hamilton, November 7, 2023 by WSP 
Canada Inc.   

Draft Plan of Subdivision and Zoning By-Law Amendment for Lands located at 9451, 9517, 
9514, 9569, 9579, 9593 & 9867 Dickenson Road West, and 1199 and 1205 Glancaster Road, 
Glanbrook. 

The application is to permit the construction of six industrial buildings.  

Working Group Comments: 

• Page 11 of the report contains a missing link for the Results of the Consultation “Error! 
Reference source not found). 

• Properties at 9300 Airport Road and 9867 Dickenson Road West are listed on the 
Inventory of Heritage Properties. 

• The Working Group has no issue with the proposed buildings. However we do question 
the need to tear down the barn at 9867 Dickenson Road. It does not seem to be close 
to where the proposed buildings are situated and could be deemed to be a 
representative example of farm buildings. It is a barn on a farm in an agricultural area. 

• We would like to see a documentation and salvage report produced for the barn. 
• There is a natural watercourse through the property that could potentially yield some 

archaeological artifacts through an archaeological assessment, still to be completed. 

The meeting adjourned at 3:30 pm. 

 
Next meeting date:  to be determined 



CITY OF HAMILTON 
NOTICE OF M OT I O N 

 
 

Hamilton Municipal Heritage Committee Date: February 16, 2024 
 
 
MOVED BY …………..……………….......................................................... 

 
Correspondence in Support of an Extension of the Deadline in Subsection 27(16) 
of the Ontario Heritage Act with Respect to the Removal of Listed (Non-
Designated) Properties from Municipal Heritage Registers 
 
WHEREAS, Subsection 27(16) of the Ontario Heritage Act stipulates that any non-
designated heritage property listed on the municipal register of properties as of 
December 31, 2022 shall be removed from the municipal register on or before January 
1, 2025, if the council of the municipality does not give a notice of intention to designate 
the property under subsection 29(1) of the Ontario Heritage Act on or before January 1, 
2025; 
 
WHEREAS, Since January 1, 2023, City of Hamilton staff and members of the Hamilton 
Municipal Heritage Committee have been diligently working to: review the municipal 
heritage register and the heritage value and interest of its non-designated properties; 
determine which properties may be candidates for individual designation under Part IV 
of the Ontario Heritage Act and should be prioritized for evaluation for designation 
before they are delisted; develop a strategy for reviewing the remaining listed properties 
of heritage interest as part of potential Heritage Conservation Districts for designation 
under Part V of the Ontario Heritage Act; and, hire and train additional staff to undertake 
the required steps to review the high priority properties and bring forward 
recommendations for designation;  
 
WHEREAS, The above-noted work involving over 2,300 listed properties in the City of 
Hamilton is extremely time-consuming and cannot be completed by December 31, 2024 
with the limited municipal resources available;  
 
WHEREAS, The Hamilton Municipal Heritage Committee wishes to advise City Council 
of receipt of communication issued by the Architectural Conservancy of Ontario (ACO) 
on February 12, 2024;  
 
WHEREAS, this communication calls local municipalities together in response to 
requested revisions to the Ontario Heritage Act, under Ontario Bill 23, More Homes Built 
Faster Act, as issued by the ACO in a letter to Premier Doug Ford, dated February 8, 
2024 (as attached)  
 
THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED: 
 
That the Mayor send a letter to Doug Ford, Premier of Ontario, and Michael Ford, 
Minister of Citizenship and Multiculturalism, requesting that Subsection 27(16) of the 
Ontario Heritage Act be amended by extending the deadline to five years from January 
1, 2025 to January 1, 2030. 
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February 8, 2024 

Premier Ford, 

Re: Looming expiry date for protection of heritage properties listed under the Ontario Heritage Act 

We are writing to express our concerns with a key amendment to the Ontario Heritage Act; which your 
government passed in 2022. Under it, any heritage property listed on a municipal register as of 
December 31, 2022 shall be removed from the register on January 1, 2025, unless that council has given 
notice of its intention to designate the property under the Act. Properties that lose listing status cannot be 
re-listed for another five years. 

This change affects some 36,000 listed heritage properties, according to the Ministry of Citizenship and 
Multiculturalism, in over 100 municipalities across the province. These properties have only limited, short- 
term (60 day) protection. As ACO warned in December 2022, forcing municipalities to designate all listed 
properties within two years or drop them from the register was draconian and totally unrealistic. With the 
expiry date now less than one year away, municipalities, large and small, are scrambling to review their 
registers and prioritize properties for designation or other protection. The staff/financial cost in research 
alone is enormous. 

Automatically removing listed properties from the registry in less than eleven months will encourage 
demolition of existing and affordable housing alternatives at a time when we need them the most. 

ACO is asking that Subsection 27(16) of the Ontario Heritage Act be amended in the spring 
session of the Legislature, to extend the deadline in the Act for five years, from January 1, 2025 to 
January 1, 2030. This early certainty of an additional five years for implementation would give 
municipalities the opportunity to better plan, resource and undertake this complex exercise. The 2030 
timeline would help municipalities ensure that properties are not ‘“thrown off the list” prematurely and 
without input from property owners. 

ACO believes that property owners should not be forced to choose between designation and nothing at 
all to recognize the heritage significance of their property. However, this is the choice your government 
has forced on them. At the very least, owners and municipalities should be given more time to make this 
choice, and given reasonable notice of this extension. 

Diane Chin 
President 

Appendix "A" 
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