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10. PUBLIC HEARINGS

10.2 City Initiated Official Plan Amendments - Formal Consultation and
Complete Application Requirements under Bill 185 (PED24134) (City
Wide)

*a. Staff Presentation 2

15. PRIVATE AND CONFIDENTIAL 

*15.2 Appeal to the Ontario Land Tribunal for Lands Located at 210 Calvin
Street, Ancaster, for Lack of Decision on Urban Official Plan
Amendment (UHOPA-20-013) and Zoning By-law Amendment
Applications (ZAC-20-017) (LS24018) (Ward 12)
Pursuant to Section 9.3, Sub-sections (e), (f) and (k) of the City's
Procedural By-law 21-021, as amended; and, Section 239(2),
Subsections (e), (f) and (k) of the Ontario Municipal Act, 2001, as
amended, as the subject matter pertains to litigation or potential
litigation, including matters before administrative tribunals, affecting the
municipality or local board; advice that is subject to solicitor-client
privilege, including communications necessary for that purpose; and, a
position, plan, procedure, criteria or instruction to be applied to any
negotiations carried on or to be carried on by or on behalf of the
municipality or local board.

Members of the public can contact the Clerk’s Office to acquire the documents considered at this meeting, in an alternate
format.
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PLANNING & ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT DEPARTMENT

PED24134 – City Initiated Official Plan Amendments 
(CI-24-G) - Formal Consultation and Complete 
Application Requirements under Bill 185 (City 
Wide)
Presented by: Jennifer Allen

1
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PLANNING & ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT DEPARTMENT
2

Background PED24134

• The purpose of a Formal Consultation is to ensure the City receives all information 
needed to review and make recommendations on development applications, upfront 
with the submission of the application.

Formal Consultation 
By-law No. 08-297 
passed by Council. 

December 10, 2008 August 12, 2022

Formal Consultation 
Process Changes 

approved by Council in 
response to Bill 109 

(fee refunds).

Bill 185 received Royal 
Asset which amended 
the Planning Act and 

eliminated the ability for 
municipalities to  require 
pre-consultation for all 

application types.

June 6, 2024

• Eliminating the mandatory Formal Consultation process removes the City’s ability to 
‘right size’ and tailor the submission requirements for each individual proposals and 
ensure all necessary reports, studies and information is submitted upfront with an 
application as well as provide an opportunity to flag potential issues prior to making a 
formal application submission. 

May 14, 2024

Council endorsed 
staff comments on 
ERO Posting 019-
8369 in response 

to Bill 185.
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PLANNING & ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT DEPARTMENT
3

City Initiated Amendments PED24134

• In response to Bill 185, amendments to the Urban Hamilton Official Plan, Rural 
Hamilton Official Plan and former Region of Hamilton-Wentworth Official Plan are 
required to:

• To remove the mandatory requirement for Formal Consultations;

• Establish minimum submission requirements for each application type by 
categorizing all other information and materials that can be requested by the City as 
part of a complete application into four categories: 

 Minimum;
 Locational; 
 Proposal Based; and,
 Discretionary.

• To establish criteria for identifying the relevant locational and proposal based 
submission requirements. 

• By-law No. 08-297 must also be amended to remove the prerequisite for mandatory 
Formal Consultations. 
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PLANNING & ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT DEPARTMENT
4

City Initiated Official Plan Amendment PED24134
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PLANNING & ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT DEPARTMENT
5

City Initiated Official Plan Amendments PED24134

• Minimum – required for the 
submission of a complete 
application for specific Planning 
Act application type(s) regardless 
of the context of the application;

• Locational – required for the 
submission of a complete 
application for specific Planning 
Act application type(s) when 
located in a specified area based 
on the applicable policies of the 
Official Plans;
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PLANNING & ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT DEPARTMENT
6

City Initiated Official Plan Amendments PED24134

• Proposal Based - required for the 
submission of a complete application for 
specific Planning Act application type(s) 
based on the use or scale of the 
proposal as specified in the applicable 
policies of the Official Plans; and,

• Discretionary - other information and 
materials that can be requested through 
the processing of Planning Act 
application(s) but are not required as part 
of the submission of a complete 
application. Discretionary submission 
requirements can also be identified as 
conditions of Draft Plan of Subdivision or 
Site Plan approval. 
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PLANNING & ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT DEPARTMENT7

• Provides opportunity for collaborative 
discussion with City staff on the details 
of application in advance of the 
submission of a Planning Act 
application. 

• Allows City staff to review opportunities 
for scoped submission requirements 
based on context of proposal. 

City Initiated Official Plan Amendment 

• Required to submit all other materials 
and information identified in the Official 
Plan for the applicable application type.

• No opportunity to scope materials 
required for the submission of a 
complete application.

• Number of plans and studies identified 
as submission requirements is 
anticipated to be greater than proposals  
which went through the Formal 
Consultation process.

Participate in Formal Consultation 
Process:

Opt-out of Formal Consultation 
Process:

PED24134
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PLANNING & ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT DEPARTMENT8

Consultation and Next Steps PED24134

• Staff from the Planning Division coordinated individual meetings with various 
development teams in the City including Transportation Planning, Growth Management, 
Heritage and Urban Design and Public Works respecting submission requirements.

• The draft Official Plan Amendment was used by Development Planning staff to 
complete mock application intake meetings for existing development applications to 
compare the resulting the submission requirements. 

• The City’s response to Bill 185 was presented to the Development Industry Liaison 
Group (DILG) on September 9, 2024. 

• Notice of Public Meeting posted in Hamilton Spectator on October 11, 2024

• Staff will report back to Planning Committee in Q4 of 2025 with any feedback on the 
amended policies and processes, as well as any updates /improvements to the 
application submission process based on that feedback. 
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THANK YOU FOR ATTENDING

PLANNING & ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT DEPARTMENT

THE CITY OF HAMILTON  PLANNING  COMMITTEE
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