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CITY OF HAMILTON
The 2012 City of Hamilton Arts 

Awards Program 
Report CS10058(a)

Village Theatre Waterdown performs at the 2011 Arts Awards event

Item 7.1 – E&CS Meeting September 21, 2011



1976-2000
• One award/year
• Bronze medallion presented
• Civic Recognition

2001-2008
• Six awards/year
• Bronze medallion presented
• Civic Recognition
• $1,000 cash award presented
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2008 Program 2011 Program
6 award 
categories

11 award categories

6 award 
recipients

11 Established award recipients 
and 11 Emerging award 
recipients

$6,000 in total 
cash awards

$38,500 in total cash awards

$15,000 total 
budget

$74,050 total budget
($59,550 enhancement)



2011 Arts Awards 
• 73 nominations received Established 

artist award 
• 70 emerging artists selected for the 

program by established artists 
• 48 volunteers (400 hours of service)
• 550 event attendees
• 6 sponsors equalling $32,200 in cash 

and in-kind services



• Nominee’s Work
• Nominee’s Career
• Reception of the Nominee 

within the community 

McMaster School of Bhangra

Harrison Kennedy Ian Thomas & Bill Powell

Arts Awards event

Jurors selected the 
strongest nominee based 
on three principle bodies 
of information:



Siobhan Lynch

Alan Flint

Katie Bulley

Sally Frater

Jason Dick

Emma Rush

Dave Kuruc

Snjezana Pruginic

Olga Barrios

Paul Antic

Jude Johnson

Kerry J. Schooley

Matt Szpirglas

Tara Lynne Franco

Matthew BergenColina Maxwell

Ingrid Mayrhofer

Jeffery Donaldson

Christine Miscione

Paula Krochak



Recommendation for 2012 Program



Alternative #1
– Pay honorarium to jurors 
– Implement adjudication process for Emerging Artist 

nominations

Risks
– Additional pressure on tax base



Alternative #2
– Reduce responsibilities of third party contractor

Risks
– Volunteer burn out
– Loss of specialized expertise 



Alternative #3 
– Decrease third party contract
– Eliminate Emerging Artist cash awards
– Introduce an admission fee to the event

Risks
– Volunteer burn out
– Loss of specialized expertise 
– Reduced engagement of emerging level artists
– Negative impact on event attendance



Alternative #4
– Investigate changing Arts Awards program from 

City-led to community-led 
Risks

– No interest or capacity to lead an awards program
– City’s image may be negatively impacted
– Inclusivity and transparency may be reduced



Alternative #5
– Retire the Arts Awards Program

Risks
– City’s 35-year legacy of honouring artists would 

come to an end
– City’s image may be negatively impacted
– Hamilton artists may feel undervalued




