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CÿNTRA[ NEIGHBOURHOOD
ASSOCIATION

Central Neighbourhood Association
web: centralneighbours.ca I e-mail: centralneiqhbours#,gmail.com I facebook.com/centralneighbours ] twitter: @centralhamont

Boundaries: Queen Street North, Main Street West, James Street North, Stuart Street/CN tracks

Monday June llth, 2012
attn: Hamilton City Council

Dear Members of Council,

We are writing you this letter to inquire about the environmental condition of Central Park,
located in the heart of the Central Neighbourhood in downtownHamilton. The address for this
property is i68 Bay Street North. This park is well-used by Central Neighbourhood residents,
and includes tennis courts, a baseball diamond, a playground and splash pad, as well as a
network of walking trails throughout the park.

A grid of streets including Railway, Sheaffe, Caroline North and Harriet Streets had bisected
this area previous to the park being established. At the turn of the previous century, the site was
known as the "Caroline Street Gully" and was used as a trash dump and sewer collection site
for the local brewery, soap company and natural gas works. Over the course of the following

decades the property housed several industrial uses, including the Waxman Scrap Yard on
Harriet Street, and Currie Tar products on Sheaffe Street- a large manufacÿxer of coal tar

products and various tar coatings.

In i979, Currie Products moved from this site to a new location at 350 Wentworth Street North,
which in recent years has been the subject of press coverage due to the discovery of numerous
unguarded barrels of toxic waste and a pit containing coal tar, asphalt and solvents in the rear
of the property. 85 formal complaints and ii violation orders were filed against the company's
Wentworth North property up until i989 when Currie Products went bankrupt.

When Currie vacated the Sheaffe Street property, The City of Hamilton expropriated the
property and established Central Park on this site in i98i. According to press reports from
199o in regards to Currie Products, (attached), 675,ooo litres of naphalene, tar residue and
diesel fuel off were removed from the Central Park site when it was establishedÿ and the site was
subsequently covered with two feet of fill. city Staffin 199o did not recall that soft testing had
been done of the site after this material was removed.



We have inquired with the City of Hamilton Records Clerk as well as the Open Space
Development Team in the Public Works Department, and upon their review of historieal
records, it is unclear what specific methods were used in the transformation from heavily
contaminated lands to a public park, and whether any soil testing or remedial work was done
in the years after the park was created. Some neighbours who have lived in the area for many
decades have reported that material with a petroleum odor has at times come up out of the soil
in patches of the Northern portion of the park adjacent to Caroline Street North.

The location of the areas in question are consistent with the contamination described in a Phase
1 Environmental Site Assessment of 125 Barton Street West (attached), a city-owned property
directly adjacent to the northern part of the park.

This assessment, completed in October 2009 by McClymont & Rak Engineers Inc., flagged the
site of the former coal tar plant 5o metres south of the property as a possible environmental
concern. McClymont & Rak concluded in the assessment that a Phase II assessment of 125

Barton Street West would be warranted for that property.

Considering the previous industrial history of the park property, as well as the lack of
information about the environmental condition of the site, our Neighbourhood Association
would respectfully ask that council initiate a Phase 1 Assessement, which would clarify the site
history and the methods used in capping the remaining contaminated soil. We believe this
process would be helpful and informative for all Central residents.

Thank you,

Matt Jelly
Chair, Central Neighbourhood Association

encl.

1) "Ministry reluctant to take polluter to court: official", Hamilton Spectator, August 20, 19oo
2) Phase I EnvironmentalAssessment 125 Barton Street West, Mclymont & Rak Engineers Inc.
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October $4, 2009

N. Bÿ Lyon Con,o!ÿnts Lid,
3 ¢hurÿ S!mÿL Suite t00
Toronto, Ontado
MSE 1.M2

Aim: Mr, ÿcÿtt Walker, MCIP, RPP
Associate

Re:  Ph,-ÿe I Etÿvironmental Sit,/ÿsessmÿnt
125 Barton Strÿt West
Hamilton, Ontario

Dÿar Sir,

N, BÿrrÿLyon Consultÿn, Is Ltd. autboÿlz.eÿl McCÿmoM & Rak Enÿiÿeers, Inc. (MCR)
to carry ouÿ a Phase I EnvironmentalSIte Assessmeÿ of the abovemotÿi siteÿ This report
Iÿesenis the-methodology, flrt, ditÿLg, and ¢orÿl.usions of ÿe. investigation. The StatemBnt of
lJmÿfions for ÿ11 work perfÿmÿ as part of thÿ assessment ts aÿohecL

Based on our assessment, a Piÿase I.I Environmenta! Site lrÿvesÿatÿon iswamanted
forthe subject site.

We .trust that the information provided in this report Is suff'ÿlent for your present
recluiÿementB, Should you have any furthÿ quoÿ0os, please do not hesitate to contact our
office, Thank yÿ for roÿ[0irÿg Mc-Clyrnont & Rak Engineers, Inc. for |hfs p.tOJeCt

i';
Angel        .       , M.SC,                                                   Lÿ J.     "       -    9,, P, Em3,
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The sÿe is occupied by ]ndusÿaf facilltfeÿ and off'ÿe.ÿ
pertaÿng ÿ the C]ÿ ÿ HaÿlLon. The sen,ÿs and

_ÿvffies on the site include ÿ gÿrage for consb'uct]qn
equfplÿent, ÿ mÿycling depot, metal and wood elements
storage, ÿ repair shop and e ¢arpentÿ section.

8urroundi;qgs of the ÿi'ce conslst ofindusÿal and tesidentiÿ
and use.

D
0

Drainage pattern of thÿ urea is ÿwards west.

The site and surroundings are schÿmÿoal]y represented on
Drawing No. 1 -Site Plaÿ,

2, HISTOFÿICAL AND ÿCORDS REV1;EW

201 Ae. ria! Pftoÿgrÿphs Aÿrial photog.ÿphÿ oÿ the sile and vicinity were seeÿhed
at the City of Hamllton Library ÿnd Ontario AÿhÿWe-.ÿ, The
following Inÿormaÿon was Inferred from the photÿgraphs:

1ÿ954, t 959 aÿd i91t: The noffhem poÿon of the site
appeared |o ÿ occupied by a large buÿd|ng. A few
smaller ÿ'ÿtures were IocaLed to the ÿouth of ÿe
|a _rge building. Sun'oundings off.he sÿeemed tÿbe in
Industriÿ larÿd use to tÿe north and. soÿ, wheÿeÿ to
the easi the land ÿ occupÿ by numerous
resideÿtiÿl lots.

i978 aÿl 19ÿ9: ÿince t97L the site coÿfigurÿdÿn
hanged ÿooaliy and insignÿcantly, A few relatively

mÿnÿ changes have taken place iÿ thÿ land cover
Ioÿted just east and northeast of ÿhe siteÿ

2,2 Propÿrÿ Use
Reÿords

Cÿ Direÿories were reviewed at the CRy of Toronto
Rÿrence Libra,. The following infon-n__ation was inferrÿ
from the dired'.ccÿesÿ,

Before fg45, No !ÿsÿ at 125 Bÿrton Street West.

Phase t Eaÿiroametÿtaÿ Sl(e Assessment
2ÿ BarOn Street Wes6 Hamlifoÿ 3
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8heaffe Street was developed industrial. A ÿ1 tar
manufacturer, ÿ1ÿt Cunie PÿJu¢'ÿ Lfmtted, was
located on the seth side of Sheaffe 8|ÿ, about 50
melees sauth ofÿe ÿite.

2-

2,4 Technloal Sÿaadaÿts
nd Safety Auÿodÿ
SSA)

2.5 Wÿste Dÿsÿ.ÿsa! 81ÿ
In .vÿnto_ ry

The TSSA rÿistetÿ ÿdÿl'ound fuelloil storage tanks
_since 1987, An lÿquiry tegaÿdÿg underground rue!/oil

.storage ÿks for 125 Barton Street WÿI in lÿe City of
HemPen was made on Septembÿ ÿ8, 20ÿ,

The result of the lnquiÿ irÿkÿated that no underground
faeVoil storagÿ tanks were registered for the site.

A revÿw of the Ontario Ministry of the Envimnmartt
document enlillecl *Waste Dispel1 Site IÿventoPf, dÿtad
dUÿ 1991, ÿndicated ÿatÿ

* No active or dosed municipal laÿfiils were situated
- wlth_ln 2 km of tÿ site.

, A small coÿ ÿr planÿ was located to the south, wRllin
50 m of the site.

2.6 Rÿl!sÿreÿ Waste
Gellet-ÿtom

2,7 PCB Stooge Siÿ
lÿventory

2.8 Freedom of
lÿoÿtlÿn

Ba=ed on the Ontario Ministry of the ÿvÿroÿmenfs 2007
dalabaÿe, therewere.lÿo waste generators registemÿ on the

e or wiÿn 300 metres of the s!!ÿ,

A tevtÿof the Ontario Minisÿ of the Eÿvimnment's 2003
dÿtabase indicateÿ ÿat no PCB etomge sÿs were lo¢-ÿed
en the site or witÿn 300 melÿ'es ofÿ sÿe,

On Octobÿ 13, 2009, an enquiry wee sent to the Ontario
Ministryof the Environment, Freedom of Information Office,
wÿ regard tÿ rÿoÿs.ÿthe ÿtÿeo No mpÿ from the Minÿtry
of the Em, ironroeÿt;has been rÿ.ÿJved todete. In the event

t=lrÿ, l E.rÿwrÿmeota! $tÿ Asÿ=ÿent
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the respohse indÿes ÿny issues
concern, MCR wl!! notÿy the cl[enL

of envimnmentat

2.9 tnlÿrvÿws On September 30, 2009, MCR staff interviewed Mr. Nick
Roundis, tÿe agent who auU-ÿorlzed the site inspection.

Mr, Roundis was not aware of any buried or ÿegro_ und
oirffuel tenks on the pmpeÿ,

D
3. 8n'E ÿSIT MCR staff examined the site's condffior, s on September

• i7, 2009, A few seÿions of the math btAlding and the
secondary I:ÿild]ng w=re not eÿsÿsÿble at the time of our
visÿ, Thÿ findings of the vÿsual inspection ate preÿnted
next;

The site is located on ÿe southeast comer of
Barÿ:ÿ Street West and Caroffne Street Norlh, in
the City of Hamÿ,oÿ

The site \,ÿs occugied for the most part by a large
buildTÿg in the northern haft, arid a secondary
bugdÿ,g with a small ariel|ion at the rear, The larger
buÿing accommo&ÿ|ed both offiÿ for the Oiÿof
Hamilton employees and pÿrkinÿ/s.tomge of works
machines or equipmenL

, ]nspÿ--'tion oftÿ site and visited ÿUding seÿlk)ns
did holt tevea.! any spills of ohemicat products.

• Cerÿn actk,ÿes on the site, such as vehicle
seÿg, may ra}se environmen[al concernS.

* Mÿtefiÿs, potentially containing asbestoÿ fibres,
were noted in the in=petted building sections.

Seine 1.ypÿ. s _arÿ vintages of Iÿad based paintwere
suspected to be present in rÿorne seÿns of the
visÿ-.ÿ building.

-t2ÿ Barton Sfÿeÿ Weÿ, Hÿ//ÿ'ÿ


