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CENTRAL NEIGHBOURHOOD
ASSOCIATION

Central Neighbourhood Association

web: centralneighbours.ca | e-mail: centraineighbours@amail.com | facebook.com/centralneighbours | twitter: @centralhamdnt
Boundaries: Queen Street North, Main Street West, James Street North, Stuart Street/CN tracks

Monday June 11th, 2012
atin: Hamilton City Council

Dear Members of Council,

We are writing you this letter to inquire about the environmental condition of Central Park,
located in the heart of the Central Neighbourhood in downtown Hamilton. The address for this
property is 168 Bay Street North. This park is well-used by Central Neighbourhood residents,
and includes tennis courts, a baseball diamond, a playground and splash pad aswell asa
network of walkmg trails throughout the park.

A grid of streets including Railway, Sheaffe, Caroline North and Harriet Streets had bisected
this area previous to the park being established. At the turn of the previous century, the site was
known as the “Caroline Street Gully” and was used as a trash dump and sewer collection site

for the local brewery, soap company and natural gas works. Over the course of the following
decades the property housed several industrial uses, including the Waxman Scrap Yard on
Harriet Street, and Currie Tar products on Sheaffe Street- a large manufacturer of coal tar
products and various tar coatings.

In 1979, Currie Products moved from this site to a new location at 350 Wentworth Street North,
which in recent years has been the subject of press coverage due to the discovery of numerous
unguarded barrels of toxic waste and a pit containing coal tar, asphalt and solvents in the rear
of the property. 85 formal complaints and 11 violation orders were filed against the company’s
Wentworth North property up until 1989 when Currie Products went bankrupt.

When Currie vacated the Sheaffe Street property, The City of Hamilton expropriated the
property and established Central Park on this site in 1981. According to press reports from
1990 in regards to Currie Products, (attached), 675,000 litres of naphalene, tar residue and
diesel fuel oil were removed from the Central Park site when it was established; and the site was
subsequently covered with two feet of fill. City Staff in 1990 did not recall that soil testing had
been done of the site after this material was removed.




We have inquired with the City of Hamilton Records Clerk as well as the Open Space
Development Team in the Public Works Department, and upon their review of historical
records, it is unclear what specific methods were used in the transformation from heavily
contaminated lands to a public park, and whether any soil testing or remedial work was done
in the years after the park was created. Some neighbours who have lived in the area for many
decades have reported that material with a petroleum odor has at times come up out of the soil
in patches of the Northern portion of the park adjacent to Caroline Street North.

The location of the areas in question are consistent with the contamination described in a Phase
1 Environmental Site Assessment of 125 Barton Street West (attached), a city-owned property
directly adjacent to the northern part of the park.

This assessment, completed in October 2009 by McClymont & Rak Engineers Inc., flagged the
site of the former coal tar plant 50 metres south of the property as a possible environmental
concern. McClymont & Rak concluded in the assessment that a Phase II assessment of 125
Barton Street West would be warranted for that property.

Considering the previous industrial history of the park property, as well as the lack of
information about the environmental condition of the site, our Neighbourhood Association
would respectfully ask that council initiate a Phase 1 Assessement, which would clarify the site
history and the methods used in capping the remaining contaminated soil. We believe this
process would be helpful and informative for all Central residents.

Thank you,

Matt Jelly
Chair, Central Neighbourhood Association

encl.
1) “Ministry reluctant to take polluter to court: official”, Hamilton Spectator, August 20, 1900
2) Phase I Environmental Assessment 125 Barton Street West, Mclymont & Rak Engineers Inc.
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PHASE | ENVIRONMENTAL SITE ASSESSMENT
125 BARTON STREET WEST
HAMILTON, ONTARIC
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4 COPIES — N, BARRY LYON CONSULTANTS LD,
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N. Barry Lyen Consultants Ltd,
3 Church Strewd, Suite 100
Toronts, Ontario
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October 4, 2009
N. Barry Lyen Consultants Lid.

3 Church Sirest, Sulte 108
Totonta, Ontado

M3E 182
Atin: Mr. Beott Walker, MCIP, RPP
- Associate
Re:  Phasze | Enviresmental Site Aszessment
125 Barton Strest Wast
Hamilton, Datario
Dear Sir —

N. Barry Lyon Congultants Lig, suthordzed MeClymont & Rak Engineers, Inc. {MCR)
{0 carry out a Phase | Ervironroends] Slte Assassment of the above-notad sits. This repod
prasents the methodolegy, findings and conclusions of the znvesﬁgghcn The Statement of
Limitafions for all work performed a3 part of this assessment ls attached.

Based on our assassment, a Phase I Environmental Site investigation iswarnanted
for the subjact site.

We frugt that the information provided in this report Ts sulficlent for your prasent
requirements, Should you have any further questions, please do not hasitate o contact our
office. Thank you for retaining MeClymont & Rak Enginesrs, Iric. for this projedt.

.

y -
Angslica Negula, M.Sc, : Led J. Rak M.Eng., P.Ehg

Yours Truly,
McOLYMONT & RAK ENGINEERS, ING,
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MLCLYMONTSRAK ENGINEERS, INC,

The sfie i5 ocoupied by Indusiral faclitles and offices
periaining 1o the Clty of Hamilien. The semices and
agtivities on the slte incude a garaga for construction
eqiipment, & reovcling depol, metal and wood slements
storage, & repair shop and s carpentey section.

Surroundings of the site consist of industrial and residential
fand use.

Drainage pattem of the area ks fowards west,

The sgite znd suroundings are schamalically represanted on
Drawing No. 1 — 8lte Flan.

2, HISTORICAL AND RECORDS REVIEW

2.1 Rerial Photographs

2.2 Properly bse
Records

Aerial photographe of the site and vicinity wers searchad
st the City of Hamflton Library amd Ontaric Archives, The
following Information was Irafar;ed_ fram the photographs:

o CHIB4, 1959 and 1971: The northem porfion of tha site
appeared i be occupied by 8 large bullding. A few
smaller structures were located 1o the south of the
farge building, Surroundings of the siteseemed o bein
industral land use to the north and south, wheress to
the east the land wag occupied by numerous
residential lots.

» 1978 and 1989: Since 1871, the site configuration
ghanged looslly and insignificantly. A few relativaly
minot changes have taken place in the land cover
lovated just east and norheast of the sile

City Direclories weta Eeviewéﬂ &t the Cly of Toronto
Reference Libtary. The following information was inferrsd

feam the directorins:
+ Before 1945 No listing at 125 Barton Streat West,

Efrase | Environmental Sit2 Asgessment
125 Bartor Strest Wast, Hamilfon ) 3
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M:CLYMONTSRAK ENGINEERS, INC.

» Shoaffe Shwet was developad industral. A coal tar
marufaciuver, called Cumie Peoduct: Limited, was
ocated on the south sids of Sheaffe Sirest, about 50
melros south of the gite,

24 Technical Stendards  The TSSA registers underground fuelioll storage tanks

and Safety Authorly since 1867. An Inquiry regarding underground fusl/oil

{T58A} skarage tanks for 125 Barton Street West in the Clty of
Hamiitton was made on Saptember 18, 2000,

The result of the inquiry indicated that he underground
fustioil storage tanks wers registerad for ihe site.

2.5 Waste Dispozal Site A review of the Onfaroc Ministry of the Environment
dotument entifed *Waste Digposal Site Inventory”, dated

Inventory
June 1091, indicated that
» No active or closed municlpal jandfills wers siuated
-within 2 km of ihe site.
» A small coal tar plant was focated o the south, within
B0m of i?zg Bite, )
2.6 Reglstored Waste Basead on the Ontario Ministry of the Environment's 2007
Genaators databass, there werenowasie gonetalors registersd o the
site or within 300 metres of the site,
2.7 PCB Stosage Site A reviews of the Ontario Ministry of the Envronment’s 2003
lsventory datahase indicated that o PCB storage sites were located
on the site or within 300 melres of the site,
2.8 Freedom of On Qoiober 13, 2009, an enquiry was sent to the Ontario
information Miniziry of the Envimonment, Freedom of Information Office,

st regard fo records. of the site. No reply from the Minkstry
of the Environment has bean mceived o dats. Inthe evant

Phase | Environriental Site Aﬂgssmant
125 Barton Streef Wesl, Hamilion ' £
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McCLYMONTSRAK ENGINEERS, INC.

2.9 jnterviews

3. SITEMSIT

the mesponse indicates any issues of environmental
concear, MCR will nofify the cliant.

On Septambar 30, 2008, MCR siaff interviewed Mr. Nick
Roundis, the agent who authorized the site inspection.

Mr. Roundis was not aware of any buried or aboveground
oilffusl tanks on the property.

MCR staf! examined the shie’s condilions on Beptember

A7, 2008, A fow sedlions of the maln bullding and the

secondary bullding were notagesssible at the time of our
yvisit. The findings of the visual inspection are presented
next:

« The site ig iocated on the soytheast comer of
Barfon Street West and Caroling Street Norih, in
the City of Hamilion.

@ The site was oceispied for the most part by a largs
huliding in the northarm half, and a secondary
building with a small addifion at the rear, The larger
buitding accommordated bath offices for the City of
Hamilton smployees and parking/storage of works
machines or eguipment.

» |nspection of the site and viskted bullding sections
did not reveal any spills of chemicat produsts,

s Certaln aclivities on the szlte, such as vehicke
sehvicing, may rales environmental conoems.

a  Materials, potentially cordaining asbestos fibres,
werg noted in the inspected building sections.

« Somelypss and vintages of lead bassd paint wers
suspected o be prasent in soms sections of the
visited buliding.

Phasa I Environmentsf Slte Assessment

125 Barton Sirest Wast, Hamilfon




