
   

M I N U T E S 

Hamilton Youth Advisory Committee 

Tuesday March 19, 2013. 
5:00 – 7:00 p.m. 

 
Lister Block Building, 28 James Street North, Basement Meeting Room. 

 

 
Present:  Co-Chairs: Nashwa Khan 

Members: Marten Kaas, Alex Fiorello, Camilo Sanchez Galindo, 
Daniel Sanchez Galindo, Alexandra da Silva, Jackson 

Virgin-Holland,  Don Mahleka, Fan Yang, Fiorella 
Villanueva-Heldmaier , Alex Ramirez, Becky Schmor, 
Lauren Hansen 

 
Absent with Regrets: Councillor Jackson, Mikayla Zolis, Joselin Marccio, 

Michael Pratas, Ahmad Ahmad, Nicole Lachapelle, 
Lauren Hicks                                                                                                                                                                                                             

Also Present:                               René Reid, Mark Weingartner, Alex Lee, Jason Ryan,               

                                                      Rebecca Dahl, Emily St. Clair, Zil Nasir  
 

                                                                                                                                                                                 

COMMITTEE SECRETARY/MINUTE TAKER & TIMEKEEPER/MANAGER – Marten 

Kaas 

 
1.     CHANGES TO THE AGENDA – Addition of presentations 4.1Jason Ryan, 4.3 

    Clean-up at the Royal Botanical Gardens, 4.4 Leadership Quest, movement of  

    Erika Reicther to item 4.2 
 

2. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST- None 
 

3. APPROVAL OF MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETING - deferred 

  
4. PRESENTATIONS 
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           4.1 Jason Ryan provided additional passes, his contact info and locations of all 

the rec centres. Recreation guides were also available. Jason wants HYAC 
members to get into the recreational facilities in order to see what the 

atmosphere is like, what sorts of programs are offered etc. so that they can 
ultimately get feedback from HYAC members.  

  
4.2 Erika Reicther: A McMaster University student-researcher in the Department 
for Arts and Science and Peace Studies, discussed a series of youth dialogue 

sessions that are being held with volunteers ages 15-18 March 26th 6:30-8:30pm. 
Please refer to the appendix for further information.  

 
4.3 Coote’s Paradise Clean-up: Mark invited HYAC members to join him in the 

annual Coote’s Paradise Spring Clean-up happening Sunday March 24, 1-4pm at 

various RBG locations. 
 

4.4 Leadership Quest: Lauren and Alexandra and UFF members Camilo and 

Alex F. shared reviews of Leadership Quest, an event with Hamilton Public 
Health Services and Unfiltered Facts. HYAC members Lauren and Alexandra 

said it was a great opportunity and that they learned a lot from the experience 
and were motivated to become involved with their school’s health action teams.  

 

 

 

5.    DISCUSSION ITEMS  
 

5.1 Urban Arts Initiative: Just want youth to come and drop by and just create 

things. They are trying to establish a youth friendly space.  
 

5.2 Factory Media: Don, Camilo, Alexandra, Nashwa and Marten are interested 

in helping to create the t-shirts via participation in si lk screening workshop.  
 
5.3 Change Camp @ Mac.: At McMaster on Tuesday March 26th between 

6:30pm and 8:30 there was a Change Camp held in order to promote dialogue 

between all members of the Hamilton community in order address issues that 
impact Hamiltonians. Six round tables with pertinent issues, such as downtown 

renewal and mental health, came out with reports that will be compiled into a 
manual that will be distributed into the Hamilton community.  
 

5.4 Biographies and Articles: René to send out Media Consent Forms to 

members again. Have signed consent forms for Alex F. Camilo, Marten and 

Ahmad. Members must have a consent form signed for photos and for website. 
Members are also encouraged to think about writing an article to post on the 
website.  
 
5.5 Subcommittee Updates:                                                                                         
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          Youth Friendly Spaces Report sub-committee update:  

 Still fleshing things out. 

 March 6 to 8th : Lauren & Alexandra were in charge of gathering input from 
the participants at Leadership Quest as part of the research on this topic 

for the report to Council. Alexandra passed the task on to Camilo. Lauren 
and Camilo to submit their findings. 

 

          Youth Transit Sub-committee Report update & survey:  

 Still fleshing things out 

 Marten provided meeting attendees with a short survey. He had everyone 
do the survey at the meeting. He will review the survey and possibly tweak 
the questions if he decides to go forward with a Survey Monkey that will  

be distributed City Wide. 
 

     Youth Week Hamilton Planning Sub-committee update: 

 Still fleshing things out 
 Sponsorship Package way behind for this year, but way ahead for next 

year!  
 Still need to work out T-shirts details and creation 

 Working on a hotdog vendor 
 S.E.A.T Application submitted 
 Tentative launch agenda drafted 

 Keynote still to be decided 
 Amazing Race basic template has been done 

 Meeting with other community partners re: Amazing Race on March 26  
 YWH events that are to be included in the passport of YWH Events are 

starting to come in 

 YWH bags with logo are in 
 Partnership with a poetry slam group discussed for YWH closing/wrap-up 

 Work group meeting scheduled for next Tuesday evening at NGen. 
 Motion put forward by Nashwa Khan to give YWH Subcommittee power to 

decide the speaker. Seconded by Alex Fiorello.  

 
6.      GENERAL INFORMATION & OTHER BUSINESS 

 Those needing bus tickets, please see René  
 Camilo talked about how Leadershipquest and how it was a leadership 

retreat that touched on various topics, such as health 

 Alexandra talked about how she learned about becoming involved in 
Unfiltered Facts 

 Lauren Hansen talked about learning how to communicate better, and 
how it made her want to get more involved  

 

7.       ADJOURNMENT 
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That, there being no further business, the meeting be adjourned at 6:45p.m.  
(da Silva/Hansen) 

Next meeting April 16, 2013. 

. 
                                                                                                                   

 
Appendix 
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Hamilton Youth Advisory Committee – HSR Subcommittee Questionnaire 

1. On average, how often do you use the HSR per week? (ex. once a week, twice a week, 4 hours 

etc.) 

2. What do you use the HSR for? (ex. to get to school, work, the movies, to see friends etc.) 

3. If you do not use the HSR at least once a week, why not? (ex. you have  a car, it doesn’t go where 

you need it to go, you walk everywhere, financial barriers etc.) 

4. List two things you would like the HSR to improve upon.  

5. Identify the biggest problem you have with the HSR (or if you don’t have any complaints, a 

problem a friend/family member has had).  
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