
CITY OF HAMILTON 
N O T I C E  O F  MOTION 

Council Date: July 10, 2015 

 

MOVED BY COUNCILLOR M. GREEN……………………………………………….. 

SECONDED BY COUNCILLOR ……………………………………………………….. 

 
INCLUSION POLICY ON TRADITIONAL FIRST NATIONS CEREMONIES  
 
WHEREAS, ‎National Aboriginal Day takes place on June 21st and is a special 
day to celebrate the unique heritage, diverse cultures and outstanding 
achievements of First Nations, Inuit, and Metis; and 
 
WHEREAS, Hamilton is located on the traditional ancestral lands of the 
Haudenosaunee and home to over 15 000 indigenous people from the four 
directions of Turtle Island. 
 
‎THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED,  
 
That staff from our Access and Equity Division, be directed to consult with the 
Ham‎ilton Executive Directors Aboriginal Coalition and the Hamilton Aboriginal 
Advisory Committee in order to create an inclusion policy for Traditional First 
Nations Ceremonies in all public  ‎buildings inclusive of Smudging as it relates 
to Section13 of the Smoke Free Ontario Act which exempts from restrictions 
otherwise placed on the use of tobacco, the smoking of tobacco or holding lighted 
tobacco by First Nations and Métis persons for traditional First Nations and Métis 
cultural or spiritual purposes.  
 
Nya Weh Chi Miigwetch 
 
 
 
 
Appendix A - Draft York University Statement on Smudging During University Events  
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