
Red Hill Hydro Corridor Red Hill Hydro Corridor 
An Overview of NERC 



The North American Electric Reliability Corporation 

Nonprofit corporation based out of Atlanta

Works with utilit ies to develop standards for power system 

operations operations 

Has developed a vegetation management standard that applies 

across North America 

This standard applies in Ontario through a memorandum of 

understanding signed  by the Ontario Energy Board and NERC 



What NERC Requires 

The NERC vegetarian management standard is essentially a 

performance based standard. Its two overarching requirements 

are:

1) That there be annual inspections of hydro corridors 1) That there be annual inspections of hydro corridors 

2) That there is no encroachment within the “Minimum Vegetation 

Clearance Distance”  (MVCD) 

The MVCD is the minimum buffer needed to prevent flashover 

NERC uses the ‘Gallet Equation’ to calculate the MVCD. According to 

NERC this approach to calculating the MCVD is ‘well known for its 

conservatism’.





How Other Utilities Implement NERC’s standards   

National Grid’s Transmission Right-of-Way Management Program: 

Objective: “Establish and maintain cost-effective treatment schedules for 

each electric ROW”

Strategy : “Shorter cycles (e.g. four and six years) may be established for 

ROWs that follow highly visible highway corridors, or on lines passing 

through predominately residential areas that require more selective or 

more frequent pruning and non-herbicide methods.”



How Other Utilities Implement NERC’s standards

BC Hydro’s vegetation management guidelines are less conscientious but do 

acknowledge that in some instances selective control and pruning may be 

substituted for more drastic clearing techniques. 



Conclusion 

There is nothing in the NERC standards that prevents consultation and 

accommodation for vegetation maintenance along corridors near 

residential areas. 

Proper consultation and accommodation must take place if Hydro One Proper consultation and accommodation must take place if Hydro One 

wants to behave as a responsible corporate citizen. 

Consulation could potentially save the City, Hydro One and Residents time 

and money. 



Photos of the flooding that occurred in July, 2009. 



Questions?
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