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At United Way we pride ourselves on decades of success in adapting 
and responding to the changing landscape of our communities. .

In order to truly and effectively respond to the most vulnerable in our 
community we need your leadership.

YOU ARE A LEADER.

Last year, because of leaders like you, United Way was able to help …

39,516 Students participate in  
After-School programs

15,989
Individuals and 
families access 
Food Security 

8,716 Isolated seniors live 
safely  

19,195
Children take part in 
School Readiness 
programs

39,328
People access 
Community Mental 
Health initiatives

WHY IT MATTERS...

The people affected by your generosity number in the hundreds of thousands, but 
the numbers are less important than the people and the stories – the stories told by 
neighbours, colleagues, friends and family.



MEET JOHN EVANS. 

JOHN IS A LEADER.

Like Father, Like Son, 
Like Community
Like his father, John is a lawyer. He also followed in his 
father’s footsteps by becoming a  
dedicated United Way volunteer. “Dad felt strongly that 
the system worked,” says John.  
“He liked the idea of the United Way – an impact 
organization that would invest in the top priorities.” 

Fifteen years ago, John was preparing to ask his 
professional colleagues to support the annual United Way campaign when he noticed 
relatively few lawyers listed among the previous year’s most generous donors. He decided 
to change that by organizing the first Sopinka United Way Legal Luncheon in honour of the 
late Supreme Court Justice John Sopinka. The inaugural luncheon raised $3,000. Last year, 
it brought in $182,000, lifting the 
14-year total to just under $2 million.

John finds the luncheon rewarding for a variety of reasons. “Giving is the best therapy for 
your mind. It’s very satisfying,” he says. Then he adds, “There’s also a profound pleasure in 
chasing high amounts of money out of lawyers.” The Sopinka United Way Legal Luncheon 
has been so successful and influential that it was named the United Way’s 2015 Community 
Event of the Year.

That, however, is not the only award connected to John’s volunteer efforts. In 2011, United 
Way Burlington & Greater Hamilton created an award in his name to recognize a member 
of the legal profession who has made exceptional contributions to the community. John 
was the first recipient. He takes great pride in the now well-established generosity of his 
fellow lawyers. “My hope for the city,” he says, “is that it continues to develop a vibrant, 
sophisticated culture, business and arts community. I hope we continue to support kids, 
building adventure in their lives and building a community that is great for everyone.”

For more information on how you can become a leader, contact:

Robyn Knickle, Senior Manager, Leadership & Legacy Giving at
rknickle@uwaybh.ca or 905-527-4576 Ext. 234


