
Dear Counsel 

 

I speak to you today regarding the issue of stray cats.I have been waiting a long time to 
speak at this meeting and unfortunately I cannot attend today. As you are proposing 
individuals must obtain licenses for cats I would like to speak about exemptions you 
may have such as the Cat Coral program. 

I have lived on Dalhousie Street for 28 years and take great pride in maintaining the 
property.  I have not seen any stray cats in my neighbourhood in all of those years. We 
now have a neighbour that is part of the Cat Coral program which is great to an extent. 

This lady has brought the cats from other neighbourhoods possibly her friends as we 
see her bringing them home on a regular basis.  She leaves food out on her porch at 
night which attracts racoons and skunks. We watch them nightly go to her door and eat 
the food. The cats are not getting none of it. This is not safe. I cannot even allow my 
dog outside at night due to the raccoon’s problem we have. 

By-law 5.0 indicates that you are allowed only 4 animals. I have called the SPCA and 
they do not attend inside the lady’s home to see how many cats she has. I see them 
come and chat with her outside then leave. 

By-law 7.3- States-No owner of a dog, cat or other animal shall permit that the dog, cat 
or other animal 
to be at large, except when the dog, cat or other animal is: 
(a) on premises owned or occupied by the owner; or 
(b) on premises owned or occupied by a person who has given prior consent. 

So why are these cats on my lawn? Are they exempt? 

By-Law 8. 
8.0 " Poop and Scoop for Animals 
Every owner of an animal, except the owner of a service animal or a police animal, 
Shall immediately remove and dispose of any feces left by the animal on anypremises 
except premises owned or occupied by the owner. 
Every owner of an animal shall, in a timely manner, remove and dispose of any feces 
left by the animal on premises owned or occupied by the owner. 

This is not done. 

There is a page on your website which I have attached which indicates stray animals 
can carry diseases such as rabies and distemper, and they can also cause damage and 
destroy property. 

The second page attached is also from your website on things a person can to deter 
community cats from coming on your property and what you can do if cats are causing 
an issue. 



Believe me I have called the SPCA many times and they advise she is a nice lady and 
leave it at that. I have tried everything to keep them off. 

I recently acquired a dog and I cannotopen my front door as the dark barks at the cats 
as they are either in my front yard or in the back.  I would like to see that all individuals 
be responsible for their animals. I feel it is unfair that I have to suffer as the City allows 
the individual in the Cat coral program to pay a small fee to feed these cats and yet they 
don’t clean up after them. 

I have had very expense trees damaged (250.00 for each tree) due to the cats she has 
spraying and peeing on the trees. My garden is now minimal in the summer.  I can no 
longer allow my grandchildren to step on the grass due to the cat feces on the yard. I 
really don’t understand why your website has the by-laws posted and information when 
the City does nothing. I have even been to your office to speak with my councillor and 
he can’t even return a call. Yes Mr. Green I understand you do not think this is a 
problem, so let’s bring your grandkids over to play in my yard. Better yet maybe the City 
should pay for my flowers and trees. 

All in all no one is going to pay for a cat license and it is a waste of time. Make all home 
owners responsible.  

Thank You  

Kim Buswell 

 














