
Thank you for affording me the 

opportunity to speak today, Mr. opportunity to speak today, Mr. 

Mayor, Deputy Mayor, Councilors, 

Staff and assembled citizens, 

in Support of the Submission of 

Environmental Assessment of the 

Hamilton LRT Project



• The Stinson Community Association voted back in 
June 2016 and accepted a motion to intentionally 

Supporting Businesses Shopping Local

Event Co-Ordination Stinzen Advertising

June 2016 and accepted a motion to intentionally 
support our local BIAs and businesses and offer 
our support through LRT construction to promote 
events and shopping local. 

• The Stinson Community Association committed 
to safer neighbourhoods and complete streets.



• Paper provides a detailed history of the Rapid 

Transit Discussion going back to the procurement of 

the HSR in 1960

• Outlines the nature of previous debates Look at 

previous opposition strategy in the debate

• Cost adjusted figures for missed opportunities in 

the past (Adjusted to 2016$)

• A good resource for Council on the historical 

context please review if you have not had the 

opportunity 

• Submitted to Council Sept 16, 2016

• Was included on the September 28, 2016 Council 

Agenda (16-018)

• Received by Council and referred to the Light Rail 

Transit Sub Committee

• Received by the Light Rail Transit Sub-Committee 

November 29, 2016



The Need for Historical Context

Some of the Dozens and Dozens of reports on Rapid Transit paid for over the years

- Source Hamilton Public Library



The Need for Historical Context

• October 1971, responding to the city's 

request, promised funding of $238 

million ($1,447,040,000 in 2016 dollars) 

Plans called for 17.3 miles (28 km) of 

rapid transit, linking Mohawk Road at 

Upper James with Burlington Street 

through downtown. Another line was to 

run from Mount Albion Road to Highway 

2 and Main Street in the West  75% 

• In February 2013, Council approved 

asking the Government of Ontario to 

fund a full B-Line LRT at a cost of 

$875,183,183.61 (in 2016 dollars),64 as 

long as the Province agreed to cover 

100 percent of the capital cost

• In May 2015, the Ontario Government 

committed to full capital funding 100% 2 and Main Street in the West  75% 

funding from Ontario Government – 25% 

from Local/Regional Government

• December 1981, Downtown to the 

Mountain Intermediate Capacity Transit 

System, Elevated, system was installed in 

Scarborough as RT and Vancouver as 

SkyTrain and is still running to this day.

$111 million ($285,270,000 in 2016 

dollars) 45% funding from Ontario 

Government, 45% funding Federal 

Government and 10% Regional/Local

committed to full capital funding 100% 

for Scenario D: McMaster to 

Queenston Circle, the second best 

option approved by City Council in 

Rapid Ready - Expanding Mobility 

Choices in Hamilton (PW13014)

100%



Comparison with other RT offers

Kitchener/Waterloo ION 

LRT $818M  - Cost of Phase 

1 construction (~31% from 

the region - ~37% from 

Ontario; ~32% from Ottawa 

Source Toronto Star –

Dec 10, 2015

Unfunded but proposed 

London BRT $560 million, 

with about $130 million 

(23%) of that coming from 

city hall and the rest 

required from federal and 

provincial governments.   

London Free Press Mar 3, 

20172017

Hurontario LRT $1.4 billion.

On April 21, 2015, the 

Government of Ontario 

100% for the line, not 

including local capital costs 

such as utility relocations, 

surface upgrades, and 

landscaping.  

Toronto Star April 21, 2015

Eglinton West LRT is $2.47 

billion City of Toronto 

(~47%) $1.18 billion, federal 

government $822.9(~33%) 

million,  Mississauga + 

Greater Toronto Airports 

Authority asked to 

contribute (~20%)$470 

million

Toronto Star Nov 2, 2016



Can’t we spend the money elsewhere?

• Money is from the moving Ontario Forward Fund will be returned to fund if 

unused

• What about more local (non-BRT) Buses – Minister Steven Del Duca says local HSR 

bus needs should come from the provincial gas tax money (Which has been 

doubled)

• Or we could reject our Plan like Brampton and go to the back of the line for further 

funding



What about Brampton? 

• 6-5 vote, Brampton Council rejected the 

HMLRT. Some of the 6 Councilors are of 

the belief that a better alternative route 

is out there and they could still use the 

money for it. They literally said "the 

Province needs Brampton more than 

Brampton needs the Province.

• Metrolinx wrote to Brampton Council in 

August 2015 (see attached) warning them 

• The CEO of Metrolinx at the October 27th 

Brampton Council meeting told 

Brampton Council what would happen if 

they said no to the money. He said it 

could take 5 to 6 years to complete the 

necessary studies for other routes and 

that they shouldn't necessarily count on 

it for a Queen Street LRT or BRT (this is 

the Queen Street in Brampton).

August 2015 (see attached) warning them 

that if they said no to the Transit Project 

Assessment Process (TPAP) approved 

route for the LRT, they portion of the 

funds from Steeles Ave to the downtown 

Brampton GO Station would go back into 

the Moving Ontario Fund

• Brampton is Starting from Scratch 

funding their own study from local tax 

dollars. 

• Other cities are looking for Brampton’s 

(or Hamilton’s if we are not careful) 

money

• "I think you've got every metropolitan 

area in Ontario looking at that $400  

million,(or Hamilton’s 1 Billion)" said 

Cambridge Mayor Doug Craig.



Businesses Might Close!



Businesses Might Close??

“Was there fear and frustration? There was when 

construction started (in 2014),” said Patti Brooks, 

executive director of the 450-member Uptown 

Waterloo Business Improvement Area. “One 

hundred per cent of the kudos go to our businesses 

for doing what they needed to do.”

In the end, she says, “We only had two businesses 

that closed due to construction.”

Waterloo Region’s light rail build offers hopeful 

insights for opponents of London’s transit plan 

• Out of thousands of business affected by the 

construction of LRT in K/W only 21 have filed a 

lawsuit claiming losses or damages

• One need only look to Hamilton’s own 

experience with Concession St. construction for 

an example civic investment/upgrade where 

minimal businesses are actually lost due to 

construction. Valuable lessons also learned for 

Hamilton LRT.

insights for opponents of London’s transit plan 

By Patrick Maloney, The London Free Press 

Friday, March 10, 2017 9:37:27 EST AM 



Criticism and Concern or Confusion and Chaos



Irony or Intent?

• After the abandonment of the last Rapid Transit Proposal  

no intercity new system has been forthcoming until now  no intercity new system has been forthcoming until now  

~30 Years

• After fighting against Rapid Transit for 4 years CO$T 

disappears from the Newspaper archives

• The HSR has seen a decline in inflation adjusted Spending 

and Ridership

• None of the other systems, ideas or routes proposed in the 

last debate where ever implemented
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