
To: Pfenning Comm ttee - AprtE 18.2017

Submissio  from: Carol Hobivn   600 Joh  St Worth, Hamilton

Thank you for this opportunity to speak to the committee th s morning. As 1 have

been here previously to state my concerns, I will be brief.

Over the course of the past 5 years I have had numerous occasions to call upon

Municipal Law Enforcement for remedy from noise infractions in my immediate

neighbourhood. These complaints  ere deemed to be founded, but the actions

of Bylaw did not put an end to the problem. My attempts to have bylaw and/or
police respond to my calls for assistance were sometimes thwarted by the

una ailability of a police offic r to acc  pany the MLE officer due to the

exigencies of the police service. That is to say, on a busy  ee end ev ning, police

may be too busy responding to calls of a more serious  ature, to be able to escort

MLE officers to a noise complaint. At other times, officers may be unavailable for

reasons related to staffing shortages.

This was my experience under the current prohibition of live or recorded music on

commercial patios, which has been  iewed by so e as too draconian.

Based on this experience, and in my opinion, the proposed new byl w allowing

for the pilot of an exemption for live or recor ed  usic on co mercial patios will

be exceptionally hard to enforce.   P«Hn'cl 

If the city  as difficulty enforcing its current bylaw expressly forbi ding the
playing of live or re orded  usic on a co mercial patio (a simple  no you can t do

this"), t en the proposed  hange to t e policy eve  temporarily, may give rise to

the following difficulties with enforcement.

1. Will officers be ava lable to attend to a complaint in a timely manner or

e en attend at all?

2. How will it be  etermined that an infraction has occurred?  coustic

measuring devices can var  greatly in accuracy, and how will it be proved
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that the establishm nt in  uestion is the source of sound greater than 60
dbs, rather than nearby traffic or other sources.  J ho  ol       
m ciSuri  olunn  '  e p\)a'~  J>e-rcc?c,c-

3. The effect of  eep pulsating bass beats may register less than 60  bs at the

point of rece tion, yet still be enough to seriously disrupt the quality of life ,
of those who happenlo live within earshot.    .ec/ II 15 r  a  
incons  Ke-nti'al n   >e hoise    7;

My optimistic self would like to believe that e ery business o ner will be respdflS     

respectful of their residential  eighbours, but m  more pessi istic side fears that

this will not be the case, based on my lived experience.

Until it is shown that enforcement tools will be consistently available, firm and

effective, I will have difficulty supporting the proposed changes.

For the sake of my own health and  ell-being, as well as every other resident who

is a captive listener to whate er music is being played or broadcast within  arshot

of their homes, 1 hope that you will take these issues to heart.

Thank you for your time.


