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Call to Action

We call upon those who can effect change within the Canadian health-care system to recognize the value
of Aboriginal healing practices and use them in the treatment of Aboriginal patients in collaboration with
Aboriginal healers and Elders where requested by Aboriginal patients.
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We call upon all levels of government to:

I. Increase the number of Aboriginal professionals working in the health care field.
Il. Ensure the retention of Aboriginal health-care providers in Aboriginal
communities.

[Il. Provide cultural competency training for all health-care professionals.
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We call upon federal, provincial, territorial, and municipal governments to fully adopt and implement the
United Nations Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples as the framework for reconciliation.
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We call upon federal, provincial, territorial, and municipal governments to repudiate concepts used to
justify European sovereignty over Indigenous peoples and lands, such as the Doctrine of Discovery and
terra nullius, and to reform those laws, government policies, and litigation strategies that continue to
rely on such concepts

57

We call upon federal, provincial, territorial, and municipal governments to provide education to public
servants on the history of Aboriginal peoples, including the history and legacy of residential schools, the
United Nations Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples, Treaties and Aboriginal rights,
Indigenous law, and Aboriginal-Crown relations. This will require skills based training in intercultural
competency, conflict resolution, human rights, and anti-racism.
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We call upon the federal government to work with provincial, territorial, and municipal governments,
churches, Aboriginal communities, former residential school students, and current landowners to
develop and implement strategies and procedures for the ongoing identification, documentation,
maintenance, commemoration, and protection of residential school cemeteries or other sites at which
residential school children were buried. This is to include the provision of Calls to Action| 9 appropriate
memorial ceremonies and commemorative markers to honour the deceased children.

77

We call upon provincial, territorial, municipal, and community archives to work collaboratively with the
National Centre for Truth and Reconciliation to identify and collect copies of all records relevant to the
history and legacy of the residential school system, and to provide these to the National Centre for Truth
and Reconciliation.

87

We call upon all levels of government, in collaboration with Aboriginal peoples, sports halls of fame, and
other relevant organizations, to provide public education that tells the national story of Aboriginal
athletes in history.

88

We call upon all levels of government to take action to ensure long-term Aboriginal athlete development
and growth, and continued support for the North American Indigenous Games, including funding to host
the games and for provincial and territorial team preparation and travel.

92

We call upon the federal government, in collaboration with the national Aboriginal organizations, to
revise the information kit for newcomers to Canada and its citizenship test to reflect a more inclusive
history of the diverse Aboriginal peoples of Canada, including information about the Treaties and the
history of residential schools.
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Call upon the Government of Canada to replace the Oath of Citizenship with the following:

| swear (or affirm) that | will be faithful and bear true allegiance to Her Majesty Queen Elizabeth II,
Queen of Canada, Her Heirs and Successors, and that | will faithfully observe the laws of Canada including
Treaties with Indigenous Peoples, and fulfill my duties as a Canadian citizen.






