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July 18 2017 

Dr. David Williams 

Chief Medical Officer of Health 

393 University Ave 21st Fir 

Toronto, ON MSG 2M2 

Dear Dr. Williams and Ms. Martino, 

Ms. Roselle Martino 

2 Carlton Street, Suite 1306 

Toronto, Ontario M5B 1J3 

Tel: (416) 595-0006 

Fax: (416) 595-0030 

E-mail: info@alphaweb.org

Assistant Deputy Minister, Health and 

Long-Term Care 

777 Bay St #1903 

Toronto, ON M7A 155 

Re: COMOH Recommendations- !SPA and CCEYA 

On behalf of members of the Council of Ontario Medical Officers of Health (COM OH), I 

am writing to inform you of the Council's adoption of recommendations for local medical 

officers of health (MOHs) to follow regarding public health requirements for the Child 

Care and Early Years Act and the Immunization of School Pupils Act. 

The recommendations are meant to encourage coordinated practice across all 36 health 

units, and prevent discrepancies, especially as children and adults move between health 

units. 

1. The Child Care and Early Years Act- Vaccine Recommendations for Child Care

Workers:

Under section 57, any vaccinations recommended by MOHs for child care workers 

become mandatory under the Act. COM OH has agreed that all MOHs will at minimum 

recommend that all child care workers receive vaccines that the National Advisory 

Committee on Immunization (NACI) recommends* for this group, excluding influenza 

vaccine. 

Some of these vaccinations are not publicly-funded, and the costs of purchase and 

clinician's fees must be borne by individual. Unfortunately, child care workers are 

identified in the Ontario Poverty Reduction Strategy as in need of income 

supplementation given their low wages and we want to ensure that financial barriers are 

not an obstacle to protecting these individuals and the children in their care. 

};:> COMOH therefore requests that the Publicly Funded Immunization Schedule be 

amended such that vaccination recommended for child care workers by MOHs 

(per NACI recommendation) would be publicly funded for those workers. 

Currently the gaps are varicella and hepatitis B vaccinations, however, as hepatitis B is 

included in the school vaccination program and many adults have pre-existing natural 

immunity for varicella, the financial impact is expected to be relatively small. This also 

supports the Ministry's Immunization 2020 Action #18, to develop targeted health equity 

approaches for vulnerable communities. 
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