
Let’s Celebrate

120th

Anniversary  

Electric City



A brief history of how and why Hamilton 
became the Electric City

1888 – Tesla patents the new system for producing & transmitting 
electricity

1989 – Westinghouse buys Tesla’s patents

1889-1893 - War of Currents AC vs. DC

1893 – Columbus World Fair – Chicago – demonstrates superiority of AC
◦ Decision – Niagara Falls will use AC system developed by Tesla

1894 – John Patterson & Spectator reporter visit Adams Power Plant 
Niagara Falls NY

1896 – Tesla consulted and approves plans of 5 Johns to send power to 
Hamilton 



A brief history of how and why Hamilton 
became the Electric City

1896 – Cataract Power Company of Hamilton formed

1897 – construction begins on Decew Power Generation 
Station

1897 – Westinghouse building his plant in Hamilton 

1898 – August 25 – “Power Turned On”

1898 – November 12th – official grand opening of Decew
Power Generation Station



IMPOSSIBLE WITHOUT NIKOLA TESLAIMPOSSIBLE WITHOUT NIKOLA TESLA

May 16th, 1888:

Tesla's Speech 

"A New System of Alternate-

Current Motors and Transformers" 

paper was read before the 

American Institute of Electrical 

Engineers (now the IEEE) at 

Columbia University in New York.



Spectator April 1894

Electric Power 

Mowat gov’t gave rights to foreign company…

Mr. Patterson approaches the Niagara Falls 
Electric Power Company, he cannot get power 
…  Not for double sum. In fact the price is 
made so high that no Canadian can afford to 
use it.



Spectator April 30, 1894 

Niagara Falls in Harness

How the great cataracts power is 
being utilized

“It may be “the oldest inhabitants” will live to see
electricity substitute power in the factories and shops
of Hamilton; to see all kinds of manufactures produced,
the streets and houses lighted, food cooked, houses
heated, street cars run and city water pumped by
means of dover developed at Niagara Falls and
transmitted here over wires.”

“On Saturday afternoon Mr. Patterson went to the Falls 
to interview two or three of the New York Capitalist…”



Electrical News – August 1896





Canadian Electrical News  
and Steam Engineering Journal

December 1898

“Saturday November 12th, will go down in the electrical 
annals of Canada , a red letter day, as it will chronical the 
formal opening of the electrical plant of the Cataract Power Company of 
Hamilton… DeCew Falls, to Hamilton, a distance of 35 miles, the 
completion and carrying out of which must always stand as a monument 
of business pluck and enterprise on the part of those interested in and 
forming the Cataract Power Company.”

The 5 Johns overcame, at that time what was a seemingly 
insurmountable obstacle to transmit energy over such a distance.

At that time, the highest pressure used was 10,000 volts

Cataract used 22,000 volts.



Hamilton – Leader in Innovation

Late  1800’s – Early 1900’s  the city was a leader in 
Innovation

Businesses established and expanded in Hamilton, in 
part due to the cheapest power anywhere

New manufacturing processes were developed and 
implemented that propelled Hamilton into a major 
manufacturing centre.



Nikola Tesla Educational - NTEC
• October 2013 –not knowing history – wanted to link Nikola Tesla to 

Hamilton
• Surprised by little known fact of Hamilton history
• September 4th, 2014 – NTEC appeared before GIC
• October 2015 – NTEC present to Planning Committee 

• Council Approves Nikola Tesla Blvd   – subject to funding to cover 
signage costs

• April 2016, Funding in place
• July 10th, 2016 – Tesla 160th birthday Nikola Tesla Blvd officially renamed.



NTEC – Delivered

Funding for Nikola Tesla Blvd

Awards to students
1. 54 Nikola Tesla Awards to Grade 8 Students 

2. 47 BASEF Nikola Tesla Awards

3. Platinum Sponsor at BASEF 2017

4. $10,000.00 Nikola Tesla Scholarship awarded at McMaster 
University  (only available to local students) – funding for 5 years in place

Presented to over 2,000 students; “Hamilton the Electric City, Nikola 
Tesla & 5 Johns.”





King’s Forest 
Greenhill & 

Malta



NTEC Requests of City 
re:  120th Anniversary of Electric City

1. Request for the City of Hamilton to formally recognized 
2018 as the 120th Anniversary of Electric City

2. Request City of Hamilton to actively promote and 
participate in event celebrations

3. Waive rental fees for events held at City Hall and at 
Hamilton Steam & Technology Museum.

4. Hold press conference to promote the 120th Anniversary



NTEC Plans for 
120th Anniversary of Electric City

Events planned  to date:
1. Official launch of 120th Anniversary at City Hall  (March 2018)

2. Tesla Electric City Festival 
3. Tesla Electric City Gala 
4. Decew I Power Generation Station open house
5. NTEC will invite Burlington Teen Tour Band to enhance 

Decew open house



Tesla Electric City Festival 
at Hamilton  Steam & Technology Museum



Tesla Electric City Gala
October 7, 2018



Open to the 

Public

October 13, 2018



Hamilton – A Call to Action 
Residence discover your own family history - How and why are you 
here in Hamilton?

Corporate world –Does your company have a direct link to this period?
Bank of Hamilton => CIBC

Cataract Power Company => Hamilton Hydro => Alectra

Radial =>HSR

Dominion Foundry & Steel => Arcelor Metal Dofasco

Steel Company of Canada => Stelco (again)



A Call to Action – WE all have a roll to 
play and participate

Residence discover Hamilton History & your own
Corporate – Sponsor events & Donate to Public Art
School Boards – Teach our students OUR history so they can 
be inspired  
Media – Report on OUR history and the celebrations
Mayor should not have to answer Question 

Why Nikola Tesla BLVD?

Hamilton – This is yours to discover & be proud.



NTEC Fundraising for 
Approved Hamilton Public Art Project 

NTEC officially launching fundraising campaign to fund share  of the 
Public Art Project titled: 

“Hamilton the Electric City, Nikola Tesla & the 5 Johns”

All proceeds and funds raised at events, will be dedicated to fund the 
Public Art Project

NTEC is a registered Charity. All Donation received are eligible for 
Income Tax Credit that could exceed 40% of the donation.

Donors are reminded that the City will match donation to 
$100,000.00   





Give Tesla ONE MINUTE 
of your time. 

HWDSB survey. https://goo.gl/NQBJSz

Petition  https://goo.gl/SbQZkf

https://goo.gl/NQBJSz
https://goo.gl/SbQZkf


Hamilton can make the claim based on the history 

Hamilton home to world class University & Innovation 
Park

Innovation will attract both research funds and 
businesses.

Hamilton 1st in Innovation


