
$2,000 on a drone
- $10,000 hosting a Family Fun Night 6 wks before the 2014 election

$36,000 on Office Expenses not listed in Appendix C

$65,000 on staffing costs
$100,000 (not $60K) for a website

$ 400,000 on Culture & Rec

These are just some of the examples of expenditures via the $100,000 per year Discretionary funds. In total, well over a

million $ s has been directed towards our elected reps  self-interests since 2012.

There is an inherent unfairness of some groups and councillors having access to back-door funds.

Members of Committee you are in a  ery difficult position. You need to make a decision as to whether you overlook the

past actions of our Council ...Or whether you address the core issue.

That core issue being one of Trust.

Hundreds of thousands of Hamiltonians ha e been paying Special Capital Infrastructure Re-in estment property taxes

for 8 years now.

Our Municipal Act is very clear on the rules surrounding Special Services property tax levies: (as per attached Appendix

A).

Through our Area Rating Policy, Staff recommended and Council approved what that Special Service was to be:

Capital Infrastructure. Plain & Simple. Infrastructure that is a capital cost.

Time doesn t need to be spent doing a detailed analysis of the items listed within the Staff Report. A cursory review
should lead you to an opinion that millions have been spent which are not Capital and are n  Infrastructure.

In addition,, the Municipal Act states that the Minister may also put in further restrictions on what those special levies

cannot be spent on. (see sub-section 5 of the Special Services regulation)

The City cannot spend Special Levies on Health Services & Programs, (see attached Ap endix B & C)

It appears that the majority of  social infrastructure' expenditures listed within the Staff Report, whether they were

capital or operating in nature, were approved outside of the Minister's Regulation.

(As an aside, my personal view is that the Minister s regulation is in place for good reason. Food Banks & School

Nutrition Programs should not be provided to only one area of our City. The general health of every Hamiltonian is a

basic core service that should be provided consistently in every community city wide.

Quite honestly, I don't envy your having to deal with what's before you & I don't know if you've come here today with a

pre-determined outcome of what the next best steps should be. I would however like to offer a sug estion that might

help work towards restoring trust in our elected officials & in our governance.

This issue should be Audited.

To be clear, I'm not asking for a Value for Money audit. There is no disagreement that most, if not all, of these

expenditures were valuable & directly contributed to the well-being of those living in Wards 1 thru 8. One could also

argue, those expenditures have also indirectly helped Ward 9-15 residents.



Emotions & personal self-interests aside, at the end of the day the public deserves to be provided with an unbiased

opinion on the following details:

1. Which expenditures, if any, were  an additional benefit that will not be received by those of us living in
Wards 9 thru 15 ;

2. Which expenditures fell outside of the other regulations of the Municipal Act;

3. Which expenditures fell outside of the council approved Area Rating policy

4. How many projects ha e circum ented your council approved AR policy which states Culture is not area-rated

5. How many projects have circumvented your council approved AR policy which states Rec is area rated based on

urban/rural and not based on ward

6. Whether any of the office expenses listed would have resulted in overages in Office Budgets in those years,

7. Whether grant funds were disclosed on any applications for additional taxpayer funds via other requests such

as Community Enrichments funds or the Neighbourhood Engagement Matching Grant programs

8. Whether sponsorship funds resulted in any one organization being provided with an excess of $350 per year, as

per Council policy;

9. Details on the end use of the sponsorship funds, for e : historical plaques / benches, or (hockey) parent s
meals/transportation at an event,

10. and lastly, whether the dates of those sponsorships/e ents were in the last election black-out period, specifically
from August 31st 2014 - October 27, 2014

I would also again ask that during this election year, a moratorium be placed on any discretionary fund approvals
effective May 1st.

As well, I would ask that a deferral be placed on AR projects until a more fulsome Information report is provided.

I'm requesting this for 2 reasons:

1. Due to the fact that l/3rd of the discretionary spending in 2014 was  event  based. Some of those events did

occur just weeks or days before the 2014 municipal election; and

2. More importantly, it should be blatantly obvious a clearer Area Rating Policy needs to be formulated or perhaps

even a discussion occurs to outright abolish.

Thank you for allowing me to speak.

John Wooden   The true test of a man s character is what he does when no one is watching.
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By-laws re special services (In Municipal Act)

326. (1) A municipality may by by-law,

[a] identify a special service;

[b] determine which of the costs, including capital costs, debenture charges, charges for
depreciation or a reserve fund, of the municipality are related to that special service;

[c] designate the area of the municipality in which the residents and propert  owners
receive or will receive an additional benefit from the special service that is not received or
will not be received in other areas of the municipality;

(d) determine the portion and set out the method of determining the portion of the costs
determined in clause (b) which represent the  dditional costs to the municipalit  of

providing the additional benefit in the area designated in clause (c);

(e) determine whether all or a specified portion of the additional costs determined in
clause (d) shall be raised under subsection (4). 2001, c. 25, s. 326 (1); 2006, c. 32, Sched. A,
s. 136 (1).

Definitions

(2] In this section,
benefit  means a direct or indirect benefit that is currently available or will be available

in the future; ( avantage )
special service  means a service or activity of a municipalit  or a local board of the

municipality that is,

(a) not being provided or undert ken generally throughout the municipality, or

(b) being provided or undertaken at different levels or in a different manner in different
parts of the municipality, ( service special ) 2001, c. 25, s. 326 (2).
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Limitation

(3) An area designated by a municipality for a year under clause (1) (c) cannot include an

area in which the residents and property owners do not currently receive an

additional benefit but will receive it in the future unless the expenditures necessary to
make the additional benefit available appear in the budget of the municipality for the
year adopted under section 289 or 290 or the municipality has established a reserve

fund to finance the expenditures over a period of years. 2001, c. 25, s. 326 (3).

Levies

(4) For each year a by-law of a municipality under this section rem ins in force, the
municipality shall, except as otherwise authorized by regulation,

(a) in the case of a local municipality, levy a special local municipalit  levy under section
312 on the rateable property in the area designated in clause (1) (c) to raise the costs
determined in clause [1] (e);

(b) in the case of an upper-tier municipality, direct each lower-tier municipality which
includes any part of the area designated in clause (1) (c) to levy a special upper-tier levy
under section 311 on the rateable property in that part of the municipality to raise its
share of the costs determined in clause (1] (e]. 2001, c. 25, s. 326 (4).

Regulations

(5) The Minister may make regulations providing for any matters which, in the opinion of
the Minister, are necessary or desirable for the purposes of this section, including,

(aj prescribing services that cannot be i entifie  as a special service under clause (1} (a};
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ONTARIO REGULATION 686/06

SE VICES TH T CANNOT BE IDENTIFIED AS A SPECI L SERVICE
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This is the English version of a bilingual regulation.

Services that cannot Ae identified as a special service
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PART II
HEALTH PROGRAMS AND SERVICES

Duty of board of health

4 Every board of health,

[a] shall superintend, provide or ensure the provision of the health programs tmd
services required by this Act and the regulations to the persons who reside inlthe

health unit served bv the board: and

(b] shall perform such other functions as are required by or under this or any other Act.
R.S.O. 1990, c. H.7, s. 4.

Mandator  health programs and services

5 Every board of health shall superintend, provide or ensure the provision of he lth

programs and services in the following areas:

1. Community sanitation, to ensure the maintenance of sanitary conditions and the

prevention or elimination of health hazard .

1.1 The provision of safe drinking water bv  mall drinking water    t m . j

2. Control of infectious diseases and reportable di eases, including provision of
immunization services to children and adults. j

3. Health promotion, health protection and disease and injury prevention, includi g Ithe
prevention and control of cardiovascular disease, cancer, AIDS and other diseases.

4. Family health, including. j

i. counselling services,

ii. family planning services,

iii. health services to infants, pregnant women in high risk health categories and the

elderly,

iv. preschool and school health services, including dental services,

v. screening programs to reduce the morbidity and mortality of disease,

vi. tobacco use prevention programs, and

vii. nutrition services.

4.1 Collection and analysis of epidemiological data.

4.2 Such additional health programs and services as are  rescribed by the regulations.



School pupils

6 (1) Every board of health shall provide such of the health programs and services as

prescribed by the regulations for the purposes of this section to the pupils attending

schools within the health unit served by the board of health. R.S.0.1990, c. H.7, s. 6 (l)

Consent of school

(2) Subsection (1] does not apply in respect of pupils attending a school unless the per.
or organization that operates the school has agreed to the provision of the partic

health program or service to the pupils attending the school. R.S.0.1990, c. H.7, s. 6 [2 

Application of subs. (1)

(3) Subsection [1] applies only in respect of the classifications of pupils prescribed by
regulations in respect of a health program or service. R.S.0.1990, c. H.7, s. 6 (3)

Prohibition

son

liar

(4) Where a board of he lth is required by this Act or the regulations, on request

person or organization that operates a school, to provide or en ure the provision

are

the

f a

f a
health program or service, no person or organization that operates a school in the he alth

unit served by the board of health shall provide or ensure the provision of the he alth

program or service to a pupil in the school without the approval of the medical officer of

health for the health unit. R.S.0.1990, c. H.7, s. 6 (4).

Separate school rights preserved

(5} Subsections [1] to [4] shall not be construed to adversely  ffect any right or privilege
respecting separate schools enjoyed by separate school boards or their supporters under
the Constitution Act, 1867 and the Education Act. R.S.0.1990, c. H.7, s. 6 (5).

Optional health programs an  services

9 A board of health may provide any other health program or service in any area  in the

health unit served by the board of health if

(a) the board of health is of the opinion that the health program or service is necessary or

desirable, having regard to the needs of persons in the area; and

(b) the councils of the municipalities in the area approve of the provision of the he lth

program or service. R.S.0.1990, c. H.7, s. 9.


