
5.1 
 

CITY OF HAMILTON 
 

MOTION 
 

 Special Council Date: January 14, 2019 
 
 

MOVED BY COUNCILLOR S. MERULLA…..…….…………………………………………… 
 

SECONDED BY COUNCILLOR ………..…………………………………...………………… 
 
Dispensaries for Recreational Cannabis Retail Sale 
 
WHEREAS, the Province of Ontario has, through their constitutional authority under 
the federation of Canada, pursued the legalization of recreational cannabis use in 
Ontario;  
 
WHEREAS, the social costs have been established by the City of Hamilton and 
Hamilton Police Services;  
 
WHEREAS, the legalization of cannabis in Ontario will increase revenue significantly 
to the Province of Ontario;  
 
WHEREAS, nearly half of the City of Hamilton’s operating budget is dedicated to 
provincially mandated programs, with little or no authority from Council; and,  
 
WHEREAS, a lack of sustainable revenue-sharing from the Province of Ontario 
related to the retail sale of cannabis to municipalities will amplify the regressive 
downloading crisis in Hamilton;  
 
THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED: 

 
(a)      That cannabis retail stores not be permitted to operate in the City of 

Hamilton, in accordance with the Cannabis Licence Act, 2018, until a 
sustainable revenue-sharing formula is established between the Province 
of Ontario and the City of Hamilton. 
 

(b)      That the City Manager be directed to provide written notice, prior to January 
22, 2019, to the Registrar no later than three business days after the 
resolution is passed and, not later than January 22, 2019, to advise that the 
City of Hamilton will not permit cannabis retails stores in Hamilton;  
 
 
 



(c)      That the estimated first phase of funding, in the amount of $574,493, to be 
funded from the Ontario Cannabis Legalization Implementation Fund for 
costs that directly relate to the legalization of recreational cannabis, be 
allocated as outlined in Appendix “A” attached hereto; 

 
(d)      That Council reaffirm its request to the Hamilton Police Services Board that 

Hamilton Police Service continue to aggressively close down all illegal 
cannabis dispensaries located within the city of Hamilton; 

 
(e)      That the Mayor write to the Premier of Ontario, appropriate Ministers, and 

the Association of Municipalities of Ontario to communicate that it is the 
City’s position that the Province’s approach to the regulation of private 
cannabis retail stores in Ontario must ensure that municipalities have the 
ability to regulate the following in a manner that is appropriate to the 
municipality: 

 
(i) separation distances from sensitive uses such as parks, schools, day 

care and health care facilities; 
 
(ii)       over-concentration of dispensaries in one area of the city; 
 
(iii) the total number of dispensaries city-wide and within particular areas of 

the city;  
 

(iv) general issues of urban design such as location of entrances and 
transparency of facades; 
 

(v)   advertising and signage; 
 

(vi)   hours of operation; 
 

(vii)   property standards compliance; and, 
 

(viii) the ability to restrict or prohibit operations that routinely violate municipal 
standards such as noise, nuisance or property standards. 
 

 



Ontario Cannabis Legalization Implementation Fund

2018-19 First Payment - Allocation Notice

City of Hamilton 2518

$574,493

A Funding Amount based on Number of Households (A1 x A2 ÷ 100) $574,493

1. Number of Households 225,291

2. Funding Amount per 100 Households $255

Notes and Data Sources

A - funding amount is rounded up to the nearest dollar.

A1 - household figures are based on the 2018 returned roll provided by the Municipal Property Assessment Corporation (MPAC).

A2 - represents the funding amount per 100 households for single-tier municipalities.

The Ontario Cannabis Legalization Implementation Fund (OCLIF) is provided to 

municipalities to help with the implementation costs of recreational cannabis 

legalization.

Funding Allocation

Ontario Ministry of Finance Issued: November 2018
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