
May 7, 2019 

The Honourable John Yakabuski, Minister of Natural Resources and Forestry 

Whitney Block, Suite 6630, 6th Floor 

99 Wellesley St. W, Toronto, ON M7A 1W3 

Tel: 416-314-2301   

Email: john.yakabuski@pc.ola.org 

Dear Minster Yakabuski, 

On behalf of the Conservation Halton Board of Directors please note that the following resolution was passed on April 25 
2019: Provincial Cutbacks to Conservation Authorities for Flood Forecasting and Control, Report # CHBD 05 19 12 (attached 
to this letter). 

The report summarizes the impact of the Provincial transfer payments reduction by 50% for 2019 announced by the Province 
of Ontario through the Minister of Natural Resources and Forestry 2019 Budget allocations.  

The Chief Administrative Officer of Conservation Halton received a letter signed by Monique Rolf von den Baumen, Assistant 
Deputy Minister (dated April 12 2019) that the Halton Region Conservation Authority will receive $155,034.34 in funding for the 
2019-20 fiscal year, for Section 39 Eligible Natural Hazard Management Grant. The reduced provincial funding will result in a 
2019 budget variance of $145,277, and an increase of 1.5%. The announcement comes after CA’s budgets have already been 
approved. 

Conservation Authorities have a mandate to prevent, mitigate and forecast flooding within their respective watersheds. 
Provincial funding (transfer payments) have traditionally been provided to assist CAs with addressing their core mandate, 
namely flood forecasting and hazard management. 

Impacts (decreases) to CA budgets regarding flood forecasting would result in an increased risk to members of the public 
associated with property damage, personal injury and possibly, loss of life. 

CA’s sources of funding have been a combination of the Province and municipalities within their watersheds, and the loss in 
Conservation Halton’s budget would transfer to the Municipal (Regional) levy and result in a 1.5% increase in its budget 
request from its watershed funding Municipalities. 

Conservation Halton will see an increase of budget needs of 1.5% in the coming years and to mitigate the impact to the 2019 
Budget the funds will have to be transferred from reserves.  

Regards, 

Gerry Smallegange 

Chair, Conservation Halton Board of Directors 
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C.C 

 

The Honourable Steve Clark, Minister of Municipal Affairs and Housing 

17th Floor, 777 Bay St., Toronto, ON M5G 2E5 

Tel.:  416-585-7000 

Email: steve.clark@pc.ola.org 

 

The Honourable Rod Phillips, Minister of the Environment, Conservation and Parks 

Ferguson Block 

11th Floor, 77 Wellesley St. W, Toronto, ON M7A 2T5 

Tel.: 416-314-6790   

Email: rod.phillips@pc.ola.org 

 
Halton Members of Provincial Parliament: 
 
Jane McKenna, MPP, Burlington 
Unit 104, 472 Brock Avenue, Burlington Ontario, L7S 1N1 
Phone: 905-639-7924 
Email: jane.mckenna@pc.ola.org 
 
Parm Gill, MPP, Milton 
400 Main Street East, Suite 206, Milton Ontario, L9T 4X5 
Phone: 905-878-1729 
Email: parm.gill@pc.ola.org 
 
Stephen Crawford, MPP, Oakville 
Unit 2, 2318 Lakeshore Road West, Oakville Ontario, L6L 1H3 
Phone: 905-827-5141 
Email: stephen.crawford@pc.ola.org 
 
Effie Triantafilopoulos, MPP, Oakville North - Burlington 
2525 Old Bronte Road 
Phone: 905-220-8448 
Email: effie.triantafilopoulos@pc.ola.org 
 
Ted Arnott, MPP, Wellington-Halton Hills 
2nd Floor, 181 St. Andrew Street East, Fergus Ontario, N1M 1P9 
Phone: 519-787-5247 
Email: ted.arnott@pc.ola.org 
 
Halton Members of Federal Parliament (MPs): 
 
The Honourable Karina Gould, MP, Burlington 
Burlington Mall, 777 Guelph Line, Suite 209, Burlington, ON L7R 3N2 
Phone: 905-639-5757 
Email: karina.gould@parl.gc.ca 
 
The Honourable Lisa Raitt MP, Halton 
86 Main Street East, Milton, ON L9T 1N3 
Phone: 905-693-0166 
Email: lisa.raitt@parl.gc.ca 
 
John Oliver, MP, Oakville 
301 Robinson Street, Oakville, ON L6J 1G7 
Phone: 905-338-2008 
Email: john.oliver@parl.gc.ca 
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Pam Damoff, MP, Oakville-North Burlington 
2525 Old Bronte Road, Suite 590, Oakville, ON L6M 4J2 
Phone: 905-847-4043 
Email: pam.damoff@parl.gc.ca 
 
The Honourable Michael Chong, MP, Wellington-Halton Hills 
16 Mountainview Road South, Suite 205, Georgetown, ON L7G 4K1 
Phone: 905-702-2597 
Email: michael.chong@parl.gc.ca 

 
Opposition parties offices in Halton Region  
 
Oakville NDP, Diana Clarke 
Email: president@oakvillendp.ca 
 
Oakville Liberal, Alan Johnson 
Email: president@oakvilleliberal.ca 
 
Burlington NDP 
Email: BurlingtonNDP@hotmail.com. 
 
Burlington Liberal, Matthew Powel 
Email: president@bfla.ca 
 
Milton Liberal, Jean Claude Ngansoo  
Email: ngansooj@yahoo.fr 
 
Milton NDP, Maliha Khan 
Email: president@ndpmilton.ca 
 
Halton Hills Liberal, Moya Johnson 
Email: MoyaJ@haltonhills.ca 
 
Halton Hills NDP 
Email:wellingtonhaltonndp@gmail.com 

 
          Clerk’s at:  
          Town of Halton Hills 
            Town of Milton 
            Puslinch Township 
            Town of Oakville 
            City of Burlington 
            City of Hamilton 
            City of Mississauga 
            Regions of Halton 
            Region of Peel  
 

General Manager’s at: 
Conservation Ontario 
Toronto Region Conservation Authority 
Credit Valley Conservation Authority 
Hamilton Conservation Authority 
Grand River Conservation Authority 
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REPORT TO: Board of Directors 
 
REPORT NO: # CHBD 05 19 12 
 
FROM:  Moya Johnson & Mike Cluett 
  
DATE:   April 25, 2019    
   
SUBJECT:   Provincial Cutbacks to Conservation Authorities for Flood Forecasting 

and Control  
 
 
Recommendation 
 
THAT the Conservation Halton Board of Directors direct the Chair of Conservation Halton to write 
to the Honorable John Yakabuski, Minister of Natural Resources and Forestry to express his 
and the Board of Directors concerns related to the loss of provincial funding and request that 
the Province of Ontario reinvest in Conservation Authority Flood Forecasting, Operations and 
Natural Hazards management core programs, 
 
 And 
 
THAT the Conservation Halton Board of Directors direct the CAO to provide a copy of this letter and 
resolution to the Honourable Steve Clark, Minister of Municipal Affairs and Housing, the 
Honourable Rod Phillips, the Ministry of the Environment, Conservation and Parks, and to the 
Towns of Halton Hills, Milton, Puslinch and Oakville, the Cities of Burlington, Hamilton,  
Mississauga, and the Regions of Halton and Peel and all Halton MPPs and MPs. 
 
Report 
 
This report summarizes the impact of the Provincial transfer payments reduction by 50% for 2019 
announced by the Province of Ontario through the Minister of Natural Resources and Forestry 2019 
Budget allocations.  
 
The Chief Administrative Officer of Conservation Halton received a letter signed by Monique Rolf von 
den Baumen, Assistant Deputy Minister (dated April 12 and attached to this report) that the Halton 
Region Conservation Authority will receive $155,034.34 in funding for the 2019-20 fiscal year, for 
Section 39 Eligible Natural Hazard Management Grant. The reduced provincial funding will result in a 
2019 budget variance of $145,277, and an increase of 1.5%. The announcement comes after CA’s 
budgets have already been approved. 
 
Conservation Authorities have a mandate to prevent, mitigate and forecast flooding within their 
respective watersheds. Provincial funding (transfer payments) have traditionally been provided to 
assist CAs with addressing their core mandate, namely flood forecasting and hazard area 
management. 
 
Impacts (decreases) to CA budgets regarding flood forecasting would result in an increased risk to 
members of the public associated with property damage, personal injury and possibly, loss of life. 



 
 
CAs sources of funding have been a combination of the Province and municipalities within their 
watersheds, and the loss in Conservation Halton’s budget would transfer to the Municipal (Regional) 
levy and result in a 1.5% increase in its budget request from its watershed funding Municipalities. 
 
Impact on Strategic Goals 
 
This report supports the Metamorphosis strategic theme of Taking care of our growing communities. 
 
Financial Impact 
 
Conservation Halton will see an increase of budget needs of 1.5% in the coming years and to mitigate 
the impact to the 2019 Budget the funds will have to be transferred from reserves. Other cost 
mitigation options will be considered during the budget variance and projection reporting to minimize 
the need for the full amount of the reserve transfer. 

 
 
Moved by:  
  
  
Councillor Moya Johnson                                                                        
 
  
 
Seconded by: 
 
 
Councillor Mike Cluett  
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