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June 17,2019

The Honourable Lisa MacLeod '

Ministry of Children, Community and Social Services
56 Wellesley Street West, 14th Floor

Toronto, ON M74 1E9

Sent via email: lisa.macleod@pc.ola.org

Dear Minister MacLeod:
Re: Changes to Provincial Autism Supports

At its meeting on April 10, 2019, the Board of Health for Peterborough Public Health received a delegation
from a local resident, Ms. Kristen Locklin regarding changes to provincial autism supports. Ms. Locklin
provided a detailed presentation of the planned changes to the Ontario Autism Program. She also shared
her personal story regarding her four-year-old autistic son who since starting Applied Behaviour Analysis
therapy in late 2018 has been making incredible progress.

As you are aware, autism is a neurodevelopmental disorder, which affects 1/66 children. Autism affects a
child’s ability to communicate, and socially interact with their environment.

The Board of Health supports the province’s plan to address the long waitlist, and to expand Ontario’s five
autism diagnostic hubs. However, we share Ms. Locklin’s concern that funding will be provided directly to
families rather than towards the provision of evidence-based programs. We also believe that the amount
should be based upon the child’s needs rather than their age. Children with autism need access to
appropriate interventions by qualified practitioners at the right time and with the appropriate intensity.
These are referred to as needs-based supports.

We are pleased that the province has struck an Autism Program Advisory Panel with experts in the field of
needs-based supports and we look forward to hearing their recommendations regarding the future of the
Ontario Autism Program.

Yours in health,

Original signed by

Councillor Kathryn Wilson
Chair, Board of Health
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