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September 24, 2019 

Michael Van Pelt, President and CEO 
Cardus 

185 Young St 
Hamilton ON L8N 1V9 

His Worship Mayor Fred Eisenberger, and 
City Councillors and 
Janette Smith, City Manager and 
Office of the City Clerk  
Hamilton City Hall, 2nd floor - 71 Main Street West 
Hamilton, Ontario L8P 4Y5 

RE: Proposal for the Adaptive Re-Use of Balfour House/Chedoke Estate (PED19168) (Ward 14) 

Your Worship Mayor Eisenberger, 

It was good to speak with you and many other City of Hamilton representatives by phone yesterday. 

In response to your request, I have taken the time to review all of the documents noted below that guide the 
day-to-day operations of the City of Hamilton. I can confirm that Cardus complies with all of these: 

Canadian Charter of Rights and Freedoms: https://laws-lois.justice.gc.ca/eng/Const/page-15.html 
Ontario Human Rights Code: http://www.ohrc.on.ca/en/ontario-human-rights-code 
Ontario Employment Act: https://www.ontario.ca/laws/statute/00e41 
City of Hamilton Equity and Inclusion Policy: 
https://d3fpllf1m7bbt3.cloudfront.net/sites/default/files/media/browser/2016-03-
11/equityandinclusionpolicy-summary.pdf 

Cardus Record 

I would like to add that Cardus has an impressive record in terms of building an open and tolerant society in 
Canada. 

We lead some of the most respectful and thoughtful discussions on faith and public life in the country. Given 
the tenor of political rhetoric in North America, I hope you will see that Cardus has contributed to healthy 
dialogue that crosses political, religious, and philosophical divisions in a true effort to bring together people 
from different perspectives and backgrounds in deep pluralism. For example: 

• Cardus was invited by the Conference Board of Canada to present on workplace diversity standards to
the Human Resources leaders of Canada’s largest companies: Conference Board of Canada’s Council
on Inclusive Work Environments

• In November of 2017, our Dr. Andrew Bennett (Canada’s former religious freedom ambassador) was
invited to testify before the House of Commons heritage committee as it studied the issue of
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Islamophobia. In his testimony, Dr. Bennett described the hatred of Muslims as something “that is 
bred from three evils: ignorance, indifference, and fear,” arguing that all three evils “must be 
addressed at the level of our own communities.” He also condemned other hatreds, such as those 
based on race, sexual orientation, or religious belief. 

• Cardus celebrated Canada’s 150th anniversary with a series of multi-faith activities, one of which was a 
summit of millennials of various faiths from all over Canada, resulting in a joint open letter and a 
beautiful commemorative book. 

• Cardus has been an outspoken critic of Bill 21 and the outsized harm it would cause to minority groups 
in Canada, including through this op-ed in the Globe and Mail. 

• In November of 2018, the Cardus Religious Freedom Institute (CRFI) held a symposium at the Ottawa 
Torah Centre on the intersection of civil law and Jewish law, and published the papers of three 
prominent Jewish experts. 

• In January of 2017, the CRFI published a paper by Muslim legal scholar Faisal Bhabha on the 
intersection of multiculturalism and religious freedom. 

• Cardus started a literary prize for faith-inspired writing. The first winner for poetry was Rowda 
Mohammed, a Somali-born Canadian Muslim poet. 
. 

 
Cardus Philosophy 
  
Cardus’s mission is to apply the wisdom of 2,000 years of Christian social thought to contemporary issues. Our 
core belief is that every human person has dignity and worth because they are created in the image of God. All 
of the work we undertake seeks to promote the dignity of every person, regardless of age, ethnicity, gender, 
sexual orientation, physical ability, race, or creed.  
 
Our belief in the dignity and worth of all people is evident in our work: 

• We have funded and participated in research with the Angus Reid Institute that concluded “Visible 
minorities, Indigenous Canadians, those with mobility challenges, and LGBTQ2 individuals are all 
noticeably more likely to deal with social isolation and loneliness than the general population 
average.” 

• Our research with the Angus Reid Institute has paid special attention to the concerns, challenges, and 
experiences of immigrants to Canada. 

 
 
In closing, I am willing to meet or speak with any councillor or staff member to help make your near 
unanimous decision on Balfour a reality! 
 
Respectfully, 

 
 
Michael Van Pelt 
President and CEO, Cardus 
(905)464-3687 
mvanpelt@cardus.ca 
 
www.openbalfour.ca 
 

Enclosed: Excerpts from Canada 150 Millennial book by Cardus: 

https://www.convivium.ca/articles/enriched-by-difference
https://www.convivium.ca/articles/dear-canada
https://www.faithincanada150.ca/assets/files/Millennial-Legacy-Document2.pdf
https://www.theglobeandmail.com/opinion/article-the-quebec-governments-secularism-bill-stinks-to-high-heaven/
https://www.cardus.ca/research/law/reports/
https://www.cardus.ca/research/law/reports/
https://www.cardus.ca/research/law/reports/religious-freedom-in-a-multicultural-society/
https://www.cbc.ca/books/rowda-mohamud-and-brandon-trotter-win-10k-new-faith-based-literary-prize-1.4378753
http://angusreid.org/social-isolation-loneliness-canada/
http://angusreid.org/faith-canada-immigration/
mailto:mvanpelt@cardus.ca
http://www.openbalfour.ca/
https://www.faithincanada150.ca/assets/files/Millennial-Legacy-Document2.pdf
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