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Outline

1) Overview of Immunization of School Pupils Act (ISPA)

2) Screening and Suspension Process

3) Supporting the process

4) Compliance

5) Moving forward and recommendations
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Immunization of School Pupils Act (ISPA) Overview

• Ontario law requiring certain vaccines to 

be given for a child to attend school

• To protect school aged children from 

vaccine preventable diseases

• Parents and guardians are responsible 

for reporting vaccines
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ISPA Overview- Compliance

• Child receives designated 

vaccines in accordance with the 

Publicly Funded Immunization 

Schedule 

• Exemption (medical and non-

medical)
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ISPA Overview- Medical and Non-Medical Exemptions

Medical

• unable to receive vaccine for a medical reason 

• exemption form must be completed by health care provider and 

include: exempted vaccines, length of exemption and reason for 

exemption

Non-Medical

• completed for conscientious or religious reasons

• education session is mandatory

• “statement of conscience or religious belief” form must be notarized 
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ISPA Overview - Vaccine Record Reporting

• Parents/guardians are responsible for reporting 

vaccines to public health

• Reporting options include: phone, fax, drop-in or 

online

• Phone and fax most frequent
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Promoting and orienting parents and guardians

• Web page

• Phone line

• Community presentations

• Promotional materials to 

kindergarten registration sessions

• Screening only process –

summer – for K1/JK students
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Screening and Suspension Process

• November-May of each school year

• Schools divided into waves 

• 2018-2019 – kindergarten 2 to grade 11

• 2019-2020- kindergarten 1&2 to grade 11

• All school boards included (Public, Catholic, French & 

Private)
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Efforts to support ISPA process
Information to school boards

• ISPA process

• Annual screening and suspension plan

• Important dates (screening letter & suspension day)

Clinical support

• Suspension clinics- day before, day of and day after

• Secondary school clinics

• Community clinics

Follow-up with schools and parents

• 1 week following suspension day to provide support, addresses barriers 

to accessing vaccines and/or reporting vaccines to public health
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Compliance
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Compliance
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Challenges with current environment

• Resource intensive

• Lack of a provincial immunization registry to seamlessly 

transfer immunization info from primary care to public health

• Lack of awareness that parents must report vaccines to 

public health 

• Lack of a process to verify vaccine info received from 

parents/guardians
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Moving Forward

• Outreach to local healthcare providers to 

promote adherence to the publicly funded 

vaccine schedule

• Use of local data to identify schools/students 

that require more targeted interventions 

• Enhance parental notification of upcoming 

suspension using automated messaging

• CANImmunize
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Recommendation

It is recommended that:

1. The Board of Health endorse a seamless immunization registry whereby 

health care providers directly input immunization information at the time 

of vaccine administration. 

2. The BOH circulate this report to the Minister of Health, the Chief Medical 

Officer of Health, City of Hamilton MPP’s, the Association of Local Public 

Health Agencies, the Council of Ontario Medical Officers of Health and 

the other 34 Ontario Boards of Health.



QUESTIONS?


