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Hamilton’s Climate Change Emergency
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Council Direction

• March 27, 2019, Council declared climate change emergency and 
approved Accelerating and Prioritizing Climate Action motion

• June 17, 2019, Board of Health approved Report BOH19022 –
Corporate Climate Change Task Force Response to the Climate 
Change Emergency

• June 26, 2019, Council approved the Establishment of 
Departmental Climate Change Workplans within the City of 
Hamilton Motion

• December 4, 2019, Council approved the Corporate Goals and 
Areas of Focus for Climate Mitigation and Adaptation
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Purpose

• Centralize climate change reporting 
across the corporation 

• Prioritize goals and areas of focus 
for climate mitigation and 
adaptation 

• Identify key indicators for annual 
reporting 

• Foundational report to empower 
staff
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Corporate Goals and Areas of Focus 

Transportation

Active Transportation

Planning

Procurement

Natural Environment

Diversity, Health, Inclusion

Education & Awareness

Natural Environment

Climate Adaptation
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Canada’s Greenhouse Gas (GHG) Emission Sources

(National Inventory Report.(2019). 2019National Inventory Report 1990 -2017: Greenhouse Gas Sources and Sinks Canada 
Part 1. Retrieved from: http://publications.gc.ca/collections/collection_2019/eccc/En81-4-1-2017-eng.pdf)   

http://publications.gc.ca/collections/collection_2019/eccc/En81-4-1-2017-eng.pdf
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Community GHG Inventory and Targets

Adapted from Toronto Star

tCO2e

Sectors

~-33% (11,569,045 tCO2e) 
from 2006 baseline

~31,384 tCO2e (0.27%)
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Corporate Greenhouse Gas (GHG) Emission Sources

2017 Percent Tonnes CO2e Total by Sector.

(City of Hamilton.(2019). Annual Energy Report 2018. Retrieved from 
https://www.hamilton.ca/sites/default/files/media/browser/2019-07-08/2018-annual-energy-report.pdf)  

• 2017 Emissions 
~79,028tCO2e 

• ~-38% from 2005 
baseline

https://www.hamilton.ca/sites/default/files/media/browser/2019-07-08/2018-annual-energy-report.pdf
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Corporate GHG Emissions by Fuel Source

2017 Percentage of tCO2e Emissions by Fuel Source

(City of Hamilton.(2019). Annual Energy Report 2018. Retrieved from 
https://www.hamilton.ca/sites/default/files/media/browser/2019-07-08/2018-annual-energy-report.pdf)  

https://www.hamilton.ca/sites/default/files/media/browser/2019-07-08/2018-annual-energy-report.pdf
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Climate Impacts

1FCM(2019). Investing in Canada’s Future: The Cost of Climate Adaptation. Retrieved from: 

https://data.fcm.ca/documents/focus/investing-in-canadas-future-the-cost-of-climate-

adaptation-summary.pdf

• $5.3 billion average annual investment is needed for municipalities across 

Canada to adapt to climate change1

Extreme Heat

$$$ Infrastructure & 
health costs

Adapted from Toronto Star

“Flooding is the new Fire”
Adapted from Inside Halton

Global Implications?Global Implications?

https://data.fcm.ca/documents/focus/investing-in-canadas-future-the-cost-of-climate-adaptation-summary.pdf
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Global Implications?

Adaptation Planning and Hamilton’s Farmers

Community Feedback:

1.Food Security (particularly for low-

income families)

2.Local Food Security (resilience to 

outside droughts etc.)

3.Important element in Hamilton’s 

Community Climate Change Action Plan

4.Economic impacts

5.Impacts to farmers!

We need Hamilton’s farmers!
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Bay Area Climate Change Council

Who They Are:
• Bay Area Climate Change Council (BACCC) is a social impact initiative made up of 

14 community leaders from across Hamilton and Burlington 

Vision:
• For the Bay Area to be a thriving and resilient zero carbon community by 2050. 

Mission: 
• To create a sense of urgency and mobilize the community to catalyze climate 

action in the Bay Area 

• Transportation

• Buildings

• Agriculture and Local Food Production

• Progressive Policies

Key Priorities:
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Climate Resources

• Climate Atlas of Canada 

• Ontario Centre for Climate Impacts and Adaptation 
Resources

• Canadian Centre for Climate Services

• ClimateData.ca 

• Global Commission on Adaptation 

• IPCC Global warming of 1.5oC Report

https://climateatlas.ca/
http://www.climateontario.ca/tools.php
https://www.canada.ca/en/environment-climate-change/services/climate-change/canadian-centre-climate-services.html
https://climatedata.ca/
https://gca.org/global-commission-on-adaptation/report
https://www.ipcc.ch/sr15/
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Potential Climate Actions

MITIGATION ADAPTATION

Sewer upgrades 

Heat alert system

Diverse crop 

plantings

Control of invasive

species

Business continuity

planning

Capture landfill gas

Expand transit use

Fallow or low tillage

Energy conservation

Active transportation

Green roofs

Better insulation

Green Infrastructure

Reduce peak demand

Expand tree 

canopy

Etc.



THANK YOU
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• Every Choice Matters • Every Action Counts

• Every Degree of 
Warming Matters

• Every Year Matters


