A Biodiversity Action Plan

to collectively protect nature in
Hamilton and to promote
Nature-based Solutions to the
Climate Emergency.
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Nature Benefits




Annual Ecosystem Services

= USS33,000,000,000,000 globally
S577 billion in pollinating services

Every S1 invested in nature-based solutions = $7-30 ROI
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Hamilton is the
best place to raise
a child and age
successfully



WHAT IS A BIODIVERSITY ACTION
PLAN?

Examples of measurable actions
- managing invasive species and planting native
species
- education events
- green roof guidelines

for managing water
like bioswales, rain gardens



WHAT IS ALREADY HAPPENING?

Adapted from origiasl illustration by Doug Adsmson
Native Landscaping
Deep-rooted native shrubs, forbs. and grasses
build soil structure and allow water to infiltrate
into the ground more easily than nonnatives.
Native plants are low maintenance. adapted
to Montana climate and rainfall patterns. and
resist local pests and disease.

Strong Deep Roots

Native plants have a tremendous root architecture that
builds soil quality and increases organic matter content.
High organic matter content helps soil hold water like a
sponge making it available for nourishing plants.

Infiltration
S Rmending Water infiltrated through bioswales helps
Along with native plantings. soils amended harge groundw which supplies rivers
with compost and sand may be needed to and streams with a slow, purified seep rather
facilitate infiltration. A rock trench can be than surges of polluted surface runoff from

installed down the center of the swale. roofs and other impervious areas.




WHAT CAN HAPPEN AT LOW

Downspout disconnected from
sewer pipe. Most homes in the the sewer pipe so the rainwater
Pocket had downspouts installed flows to the grass or garden.
in this way.




HCA land acquisition for wetland creation

o
‘\.‘, / "
'’ / f o
-‘\r\ '
£ 2
/B K
V
e




Smaller projects add up to big
Impacts

Create a rain garden!
Disconnect your downspout!

Naturalize your lawn!

Harvest your
rainwater!

Pave
permeably!

Make a
soakaway!

Image source: City of Calgary




We cannot solve the threats of
human-induced climate change
and loss of biodiversity in
isolation.

We either solve both or we
solve neither.






Benefits of Nature




2020 Year for Nature
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In short, nearby nature makes for healthy
employees, and healthy employees make for
better business.



