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CITY OF HAMILTON 
 

M O T I O N 
 

 Council:  May 27, 2020 

 
MOVED BY COUNCILLOR J. FARR…….....…....…………..………………... 
 
SECONDED BY COUNCILLOR ………………….…………………………… 
 
Utilizing the Rooftop of York Boulevard Parkade as Temporary Open-Air  
Performance Space 

 
WHEREAS in January 2014, Hamilton Council approved the Music Strategy which 
included four goals, to strengthen the local music industry, grow audiences and 
appreciation of music, increase access to music experiences; and cultivate music 
creation and talent; 
 
WHEREAS in March 2019 Council approved the Creative Industries Sector Profile 
Report and Implementation Recommendations (PED19056) in which music was 
identified as one of the City’s top growth areas; 
 
WHEREAS Hamilton’s music industry employs an estimated 7,725 workers and has a 
total of 541 businesses; 
 
WHEREAS the Live Music Venues Research Report has identified that Hamilton’s 
direct GDP from music venues is $32.6M with $2.6M from property taxes and total 
revenues generated by venues was $62.7M; 
 
WHEREAS the City, with the support and advice of the Hamilton Music Advisory Team 
(HMAT), has completed a number of actions, including: Musician Loading Zones; 
Annual Musician Conferences; social media and marketing efforts (@HamOntMusic); 
Music Mondays outdoor concert series at City Hall; one-to-one mentoring for musicians; 
support for Hamilton Public Library’s Music Archive; Hamilton showcases at local 
venues; and completion of a draft live music venue report that measures the economic 
and social impacts of the City’s live music sector; 
 
WHEREAS the Provincial Orders resulting from the COVID-19 pandemic have had a 
significant impact on the music and performing arts sector; 
 
WHEREAS the required closure of a number of venues that normally host such 
performances has negatively impacted artists as well as host organizations and venue 
operators; 
 



WHEREAS the City’s Economic Development Division’s Business Impact Survey found 
that 71% of creative businesses reported that COVID had impacted their revenues by 
more than 50% and 36% of businesses in this sector have decreased employment by 
100%; 
 
WHEREAS temporarily repurposing a City-owned space to be used by the local 
performing arts industry provides an opportunity to support the performing arts sector 
during the COVID-19 recovery phase; and 
 
WHEREAS in considering potential locations for such a use, the top level of the York 
Boulevard Parkade presents a number of benefits, including that it is currently under-
utilized, it would not displace other users which may be the case for other public spaces 
such as parks, it is fully accessible, it allows for audience sizes to be controlled, and it 
does not have immediate surrounding sensitive land uses such as residential uses 

 
THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED: 

 
(a) That staff from the Corporate Real Estate Office and Tourism and Culture 

Division, in consultation with Transportation Planning and Parking Division, be 

authorized and directed to initiate an open call to seek interest from potential 

Licensees to operate a small, temporary open-air performance space venue to 

be located on the underutilized top level of the York Boulevard Parkade located 

at 28 York Boulevard for the 2020 season, which would include organizing, 

scheduling and managing a small performance series program; 

 

(b) That the General Manager, Planning and Economic Development, or their 

designate, be authorized and directed to negotiate and execute a Licence 

Agreement, and any other necessary documents, on behalf of the City with the 

successful proponent (the “Licensee”) for the use of the top level of the York 

Boulevard Parkade as a temporary open air performance space venue based 

substantially on the terms and conditions attached, with such other content 

satisfactory to the General Manager, Planning and Economic Development and 

in a form satisfactory to the City Solicitor 

 
(c) That the Tourism and Culture Division be authorized and directed to contribute to 

the initial start-up costs related to the creation of a temporary open-air 
performance space venue at the York Boulevard Parkade to an upset limit of 
$7,500, to be funded from the City’s Economic Development Reserve; and 
 

(d) That Real Estate and Legal fees of $1,500, associated with a Licence Agreement 
for the use of the York Boulevard Parkade as a temporary open-air performance 
space venue, be funded from the City’s Economic Development Reserve and 
credited to Account No. 45408-812036 (Real Estate – Admin Recovery). 


