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Attention: All Health Units and Boards of Health
 
Hello,
 

Please find below media coverage on alPHa’s March 6th submission to the provincial
government: COVID-19 and Reconsiderations Related to Public Health Modernization. This is
posted on the Toronto Star and iPolitics websites.
https://www.thestar.com/ipolitics/provincial/2020/03/09/public-health-agencies-urge-ford-
government-to-pause-review-and-restore-funding-amid-covid-19-outbreak.html
 
The submission the article refers can be found here:
https://cdn.ymaws.com/www.alphaweb.org/resource/collection/C9E48A93-5DC0-4EAE-9108-
14082B79FC3F/alPHa_Letter_PH_Modernization_Pause_060320.pdf
 
alPHa’s webpage on Public Health Modernization also has numerous related documents

including the January 30th response to the government’s consultation document and the

Statement of Principles that was released last year on November 15th:
https://www.alphaweb.org/page/PHR_Responses
 
Take Care,
 
 
Loretta
____________________________________________
Loretta Ryan, CAE, RPP
Executive Director
Association of Local Public Health Agencies (alPHa)
480 University Avenue, Suite 300
Toronto, ON  M5G 1V2
Tel: 416-595-0006 ext. 222
Cell: 647-325-9594
loretta@alphaweb.org
www.alphaweb.org
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Public health agencies urge Ford
government to pause review and
restore funding amid COVID-19
outbreak
 
By Victoria Gibson
Mon., March 9, 2020timer4 min. read
 

Ontario’s Association of Local Public Health Agencies is imploring
the Ford government to put their modernization review of public
health and emergency health services on the back-burner — and
reverse changes to the public health funding model — as health
workers endeavour to contain COVID-19.

In a letter to Health Minister Christine Elliott dated March 6,
association president Carmen McGregor labelled the global outbreak
as a moment to “take a collective step back.” As of Jan. 1,
municipalities in Ontario were made responsible for 30 per cent of
public health funding; for the frst year, the Ford government
pledged to give extra money to public health units experiencing
more than a 10 per cent increase of their current costs.

“The capacity for most public health units has been steadily eroding
over the years largely due to the ministry putting caps on annual
budget increases,” McGregor said, noting constraints on new
program delivery, annual CPI increases and collective agreement
requirements. “This erosion will be signifcantly and immediately
compounded by the province’s abrupt and unjustifed decision to
immediately shift fve per cent of the cost-shared and 30 per cent of
previously 100 per cent provincially funded public-health programs
to municipalities.”

McGregor’s association, at the time of their last annual report,
represented 35 diferent members — including public health units in
Ottawa, Thunder Bay, Toronto, Waterloo and Niagara regions.

McGregor asked that the funding revert to the old model until the

https://www.thestar.com/authors.gibson_victoria.html


COVID-19 situation was over.

While she said her association was keen to assist Elliott on her quest
for a co-ordinated, “nimble, resilient, efcient and responsive”
public-health sector, McGregor also requested an “ofcial direction”
from Elliott that paused their modernization consultations — led by
Jim Pine — until the outbreak was over.

Face-to-face consultations have already been postponed, McGregor
noted in the letter. The deadline for written submissions and
feedback in the process has also been extended until March 31.

She lauded Ontario as having “one of the world’s strongest
foundations” for day-to-day health promotion, disease prevention
and health-related surveillance, but said COVID-19 had revealed
issues. “The chronic inadequacy of resources to meet our daily
obligations is regrettably brought into stark relief when they need to
be diverted to emergency response duties,” McGregor wrote.

Loretta Ryan, Executive Director of the Association of Local Public
Health Agencies, said in an email on Monday afternoon that they
had not yet heard back from Elliott on their correspondence. The
health minister’s office confirmed that it had received the letter.

NDP Leader Andrea Horwath needled Elliott about the letter during
Monday’s question period, asking for a commitment to heed the
association’s requests. Elliott replied that Pine’s consultations were
being “stepped back,” and maintained that the government was
responding to the concerns. Elliott said that individual public health
units across the province understood “any changes that were made
last year will be mitigated fnancially by this government.”

While speaking to reporters, Elliott reiterated that Pine and his
team’s consultations on public health in Ontario will continue amid
work containing COVID-19 — albeit, more gradually. “As things
stand now, Mr. Pine is very well aware of the priorities for the public
health units, and so we are taking our cue from them. They are
telling us what they are able to do and what they would rather have
paused,” she said.



In advance of the provincial budget, which the government plans to
release on March 25, Finance Minister Rod Phillips was asked on
Monday whether there would be any changes to public health’s
funding formula in the new fscal plan. Phillips demurred to
reporters, saying he’d leave discussions about that fle to Elliott.

Governments across Canada, including the provinces, are dealing
with virus-related uncertainties as they deliver their budgets this
spring. (Quebec is due to introduce its 2020 fscal plan tomorrow.)
Phillips noted to reporters on Monday that, in a call with the other
fnance ministers across Canada last week, several of them were
commenting on how the economic forecasts they’d used as a basis
for this year’s budgets were now more than a month old.

“We are in a very dynamic environment,” Phillips said.

Phillips said the government had to remain in contact, for now, with
businesses, regulators, fnance ministers and mayors to understand
the full impacts of COVID-19. The question now facing economists,
he said, was to determine how long the economic repercussions will
last. “We’re going to deal with the economy that’s in front of us.
We’re going to follow the facts,” he said.

In terms of resources — financial, human and otherwise — at the
provincial public health level, Ontario’s Chief Medical Officer of
Health David Williams told reporters on Monday that such issues
would be probed by the province’s new COVID-19 “command table”
— which Williams is a part of, and which reports to Elliott.

Their role is to assess wider issues, Williams said, and take a pulse
on the response across the province — including modelling out the
resources that would be needed in various hypothetical scenarios.


