
 

COMMITTEE OF ADJUSTMENT 

City Hall, 5th floor, 71 Main Street West, Hamilton, ON  L8P 4Y5 

Telephone (905) 546-2424, ext. 4221, 3935        Fax (905) 546-4202 

E-mail: cofa@hamilton.ca 

 
 
 
 

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING 
Minor Variance 

 
 

You are receiving this notice because you are either:  
 

 Assessed owner of a property located within 60 metres of the subject property  
 Applicant/agent on file, or 
 Person likely to be interested in this application  

 

 
 

APPLICATION NO.: AN/A-20:157 
 
APPLICANTS: Scanlan Contracting c/o B. Scanlan on behalf of the owner Vish 

Surat 
 
SUBJECT PROPERTY: Municipal address 23 Dougherty Crt., Ancaster  
 
ZONING BY-LAW: Zoning By-law 87-57, as Amended by By-law 11-014 
 
ZONING: "R4-612" (Residential) district 
 
PROPOSAL: To the construction of a 23.8 square metres rear deck accessible from 

the ground floor and a 13.4 square metre   rear deck with stairs 
accessible from the second floor of a single detached dwelling, 
notwithstanding that: 

  
1. A deck with an area of over 15 square metres shall be permitted to be setback a  
minimum distance of 5.7 metres from the rear lot line instead of the required 6.0 metres; 
 
NOTES: 
 
1. The Zoning By-law defines “deck” as follows: 
 
“Deck means a platform or series of platforms, accessory to a dwelling unit, exceeding a  
height of 60 cm measured from the lowest point of grade at the platform perimeter to the  
floor of the platform. Decks may be free-standing or attached to a dwelling and are intended  
for use as an outdoor living area. Decks may be roofed over with a trellis or trellis-like  
structure only, screened-in and enclosed by a hand rail not exceeding a height of 122 cm  
above the platform floor, otherwise a deck shall not be enclosed. Any and all stairs, as  
measured to the exterior parameters of the framing structure, shall be considered to  
constitute part of the deck with respect to all relevant setbacks and lot coverage regulations.  
Any decking less than 60 cm in height shall not be considered to be a deck for the purpose  
of this by-law, but rather, shall be considered as landscaping material only”.  
 
As such, the proposed 13.4 square metre   deck with stairs that is accessible from the  
second floor of the dwelling is considered to meet the definition of a deck. If there were no  
stairs, it would be considered to be a balcony, a term which is not defined.  It is also noted  
that the second floor deck does not require any variances.   
 
2. The Zoning By-law defines “Lot Coverage” as “the percentage of the lot covered by all  
buildings, but shall not include swimming pools and decks”.  Therefore, the area proposed  
for decks would be excluded from the calculation for lot coverage.    
 
3. The variance is written as requested by the applicant.  
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4. The R4-612 Zone, applicable to the subject property was passed by amending by-law  
11-014 and includes a  special provision to permit the front yard  to be 4.5m to a dwelling  
and 6m to an attached garage. 
 
This application will be heard by the Committee as shown below: 
 

 
 DATE: Thursday, September 10th, 2020 
 TIME:  2:30 p.m. 
PLACE: Via video link or call in (see attached sheet for details) 
To be streamed at www.hamilton.ca/committeeofadjustment 
for viewing purposes only 
 

 
 
PUBLIC INPUT 
 
Written: If you would like to submit written comments to the Committee of Adjustment you 
may do so via email or hardcopy. Please see attached page for complete instructions, 
including deadlines for submitting to be seen by the Committee. 

 
Orally: If you would like to speak to this item at the hearing you may do so via video link or 
by calling in. Please see attached page for complete instructions, including deadlines for 
registering to participate.  

 
MORE INFORMATION 
 
For more information on this matter, including access to drawings illustrating this request:  
 

 Visit www.hamilton.ca/committeeofadjustment 
 Call 905-546-CITY (2489) or 905-546-2424 extension 4221, 4130, or 3935  
 Email Committee of Adjustment staff at cofa@hamilton.ca  

 
DATED: August 25th, 2020. 
 
      ______________________________ 
      Jamila Sheffield, 
      Secretary-Treasurer 
      Committee of Adjustment 
  
 
Information respecting this application is being collected under the authority of the 
Planning Act, R.S.O., 1990, c. P. 13. All comments and opinions submitted to the 
City of Hamilton on this matter, including the name, address, and contact 
information of persons submitting comments and/or opinions, will become part of 
the public record and will be made available to the Applicant and the general public. 
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