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July 10, 2020 

Honorable Christine Elliott 
Deputy Premier and Minister of Health 
College Park, 5th Floor 
777 Bay St. 
Toronto, Ontario  
M5G 2K8 

Dear Hon. Minister Elliott, 

Re: Responding to the Mental Health and Addictions System Needs in Peel 

I would like to begin by thanking the Province and your government for continuing to 
make the mental health and addictions system a priority for all Ontarians. The Region 
of Peel along with our community mental health and addictions system partners 
welcome the Province’s Roadmap to Wellness: A Plan to Build Ontario's Mental 
Health and Addictions System and look forward to working in collaboration with 
Ontario Health and the Mental Health and Addictions Centre of Excellence to inform 
the ongoing implementation of the Roadmap to Wellness from a local community-
based lens. 
In Peel, an estimated 276,000 residents will experience a mental health and/or 
substance disorder in a given year. Yet, only one in three Peel residents are able to 
receive the treatment that they need. This leaves an estimated 184,000 Peel residents 
(including just over 60,000 children and youth) without the necessary treatment and 
appropriate community supports. These disparities are a symptom of historical funding 
challenges for the mental health and addictions system in Peel. 
Without a population needs-based funding model that responds to local needs, Peel 
residents will continue to experience growing wait lists, especially among youth and 
young adults aged 18 to 25 years (the transitional years) who are greatly 
underserviced and require continuity of care as they transition into adulthood. Similarly, 
per capita funding allocated to Peel’s adult mental health and addictions services (for 
those aged 20 years+) has continued to rank well below the provincial average. These 
issues and corresponding solution opportunities were highlighted and shared at the 
Peel Community Roundtable with Minister Tibollo in the Fall of 2019. 
In support of our community and the implementation of the Roadmap locally, I would 
like to draw your attention to the recent resolution and attached report which was 
approved by Regional Council on June 25, 2020: 

Resolution Number 2020-507 

That the advocacy as outlined in Section 4 (Key Priorities for Action) in the 
report from the Acting Commissioner of Health Services, titled “Responding to 
the Mental Health and addictions Needs in Peel” be endorsed; 
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And further, that the Region of Peel request that the Province immediately 
approve and implement the new population-based funding formula for children 
and youth mental health services; 

And further, that the Region of Peel request the Province to immediately 
establish and implement the same population-based funding formula for adult 
mental health and addictions services; 

And further, that the Region of Peel continue to engage the Province to ensure 
that appropriate funding is provided for the additional system pressures that 
have resulted from COVID-19; 

And further, that staff work with community partners to develop a targeted 
awareness and advocacy campaign that illustrates the experiences of children, 
youth and adults who face challenges accessing mental health and addictions 
services to support advocacy efforts for equitable funding for services in Peel; 

And further, that the Regional Chair, on behalf of Regional Council, write a 
letter to the Minister of Health, and the Associate Minister of Mental Health and 
Addictions, to advocate for implementation of the population based funding 
formula; 

And further, that a copy of the subject report be forwarded to the Minister of 
Health, Associate Minister of Mental Health and Addictions, President and 
CEO of Ontario Health, Transitional Regional Lead for Ontario Health (Central 
Region) and CEO for the Central, Central West, Mississauga Halton and North 
Simcoe Muskoka Local Health Integration Networks, local Members of 
Parliament, local Members of Provincial Parliament and local municipalities in 
the Greater Toronto and Hamilton Area 

 
The Region looks forward to working in close partnership with the Province to strengthen 
Peel’s community mental health and addictions system and would be pleased to 
continue this important conversation to support some of our most vulnerable residents 
in Peel and around the province. Together, with your government and our community 
system partners, I believe we can work together to address existing challenges and build 
an accessible and sustainable mental health and addictions system that will support our 
residents in their time of need.  
 
Kindest personal regards,  
 

 
 
Nando Iannicca, 
Regional Chair and CEO  
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CC:   
Hon. Michael Tibollo, Associate Minister of Mental Health and Addictions 
Matthew Anderson, President and CEO of Ontario Health 
Donna Cripps, Transitional Regional Lead for Ontario Health (Central Region) 
Maninder Sindhu, MP Brampton East  
Ruby Sahota, MP Brampton North  
Sonia Sidhu, MP Brampton South   
Kamal Khera, MP Brampton West  
Kyle Seeback, MP Dufferin-Caledon  
Omar Alghabra, MP Mississauga Centre  
Peter Fonseca, MP Mississauga East-Cooksville  
Iqra Khalid, MP Mississauga-Erin Mills  
Sven Spengemann, MP Mississauga-Lakeshore  
Navdeep Bains, MP Mississauga-Malton  
Gagan Sikand, MP Mississauga-Streetsville   
Sara Singh, MPP Brampton Centre  
Gurratan Singh, MPP Brampton East  
Kevin Yarde, MPP Brampton North  
Prabmeet Sarkaria, MPP Brampton South   
Amarjot Sandhu, MPP Brampton West 
Sylvia Jones, MPP Dufferin-Caledon  
Natalia Kusendova, MPP Mississauga Centre 
Kaleed Rasheed, MPP Mississauga East-Cooksville  
Sheref Sabawy, MPP Mississauga-Erin Mills  
Rudy Cuzzetto, MPP Mississauga-Lakeshore  
Deepak Anand, MPP Mississauga-Malton 
Nina Tangri, MPP Mississauga-Streetsville    
Nicole Cooper, Town Clerk, Town of Ajax 
Michael de Rond, Town Clerk, Town of Aurora 
Peter Fay, City Clerk, City of Brampton 
Becky Jamieson, Clerk, Township of Brock 
Kevin Arjoon, City Clerk, City of Burlington 
Laura Hall, Acting Town Clerk, Town of Caledon 
Anne Greentree, Municipal Clerk, Municipality of Clarington 
Ralph Walton, Regional Clerk, Regional Municipality of Durham 
Fernando Lamanna, Town Clerk, Town of East Gwillimbury 
Rachel Dillabough, Town Clerk, Town of Georgina 
Graham Milne, Regional Clerk, Regional Municipality of Halton 
Clerk, Town of Halton Hills 
Clerk, City of Hamilton 
Kathryn Moyle, Clerk, Township of King 
Kimberly Kitteringham, City Clerk, City of Markham 
Meaghan Reid, Deputy Clerk, Town of Milton 
Diana Rusnov, City Clerk, City of Mississauga 
Lisa Lyons, Town Clerk, Town of Newmarket 
V. Tytaneck, Town Clerk, Town of Oakville 
Mary Medeiros, City Clerk, City of Oshawa  
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Susan Cassel, City Clerk, City of Pickering 
Stephen Huycke, City Clerk, City of Richmond Hill 
JP Newman, Clerk, Township of Scugog 
Ulli S. Watkiss, City Clerk City of Toronto 
Todd Coles, City Clerk, City of Vaughan 
Christopher Harris, Town Clerk, Town of Whitby 
Christopher Raynor, Regional Clerk, Municipality of York Region  
Nancy Polsinelli, Interim CAO, Region of Peel  
Cathy Granger, Acting Commissioner of Health, Region of Peel  
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