
MINUTES OF THE HAMILTON 
POLICE SERVICES BOARD 
 Thursday, September 12, 2019 
 1:02pm 
 Hamilton City Hall 

Council Chambers 
 
 
The Police Services Board met. 
 
There were present:  Fred Eisenberger, Chair 
    Donald MacVicar, Vice Chair 
    Fred Bennink 
    Chad Collins 
    Geordie Elms 
    Tom Jackson 
    Patricia Mandy 
 
Absent:   None 
 
Also Present:   Chief Eric Girt 
    Deputy Chief Frank Bergen 
    Chief Administrative Officer Anna Filice  
    Acting Deputy Chief Jamie Anderson 
    Superintendent Ryan Diodati 
    Superintendent Nancy Goodes Ritchie 
    Superintendent Will Mason 
    Superintendent Mike Worster 
    Inspector Shawn Blaj 
    Inspector Wendy Vallesi 
    Staff Sergeant Frank Miscione 
    Marco Visentini, Legal Counsel 
    Dan Bowman, Director, Fleet & Facilities 
    Ross Memmolo, Director, Information Technology 
    Jackie Penman, Corporate Communicator 
    John Randazzo, Manager, Finance 
    Leanne Sneddon, Director, Human Resources 
    Jasbir Dhillon, Community Relations Coordinator 
    Lois Morin, Administrator 
 
 
 
Call to Order 

 
Chair Eisenberger called the meeting to order. 
 
 
1.2 Additions/Changes to Agenda  
 

Item 2.2 – Deputation provided by Michael Demone, Executive Director 
and Citizen, Canadian Working Group on Industrial Hemp 

 
Addition - Information Item 4.6(x) Email from Shira Kates, Synagogue 
Manager, Beth Jacob Synagogue with respect to upcoming anti-hate 
event. 
 
Addition New Business: 6.2 Independent Review Update 

 
 
 

4.2 
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After discussion, the Board approved the following: 
 
Moved by: Vice Chair MacVicar 
Seconded by: Member Bennick 

 
 That the Agenda for the Hamilton Police Services Board Public meeting 

be adopted, as amended. 
 

Carried. 
 
 

 
 
Presentations 

 
2.1 Member of the Month 
  

None 
 
 
2.2 Deputation provided by the Mr. Michael Demone, Executive Director 

and Citizen, Canadian Working Group on Industrial Hemp 
  
 Mr. Demone provided a deputation to the Board with respect to Hamilton 

Police Service statements and response in the aftermath of the violent 
episode in Gage Park on June 15, 2019. 

 
 

 
General 

 
3.1 Declarations of Interest  
 
 None 
 

 
Consent 
Agenda 
 

4.1 Approval of Consent Items 
 

Moved by: Member Bennink  
Seconded by: Member Elms 
 
That the Board approve and receive the consent items as distributed. 
 

Carried 
 
 

4.2 Adoption of Minutes – July 18, 2019 
 
 The minutes of the meeting held Thursday, July 18, 2019, be adopted as 

printed. 
 

 
4.3 Email from the Ontario Association of Police Services Boards with 

respect to the 2019 Labour Seminar. 
 
 That Board Members be approved to attend the upcoming 2019 Labour 

Seminar. 
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4.4 Email from the International Association of Police Chiefs 
 
 That Board Members be approved to attend the upcoming 2019 

International Association of Chiefs of Police Annual Meeting and 
Conference. 

 
 
4.5 Auction Account Fund 
 
 Support / Upcoming Events 
 RECOMMENDATION(S) 

 
• That the Board approve the purchase of tickets to attend the Good 

Shepherd Harvest Dinner, scheduled for Thursday, October 17, 
Carmen’s Banquet Centre, at a cost of $125 per ticket, to be paid 
from the auction account. 

• That the Board approve the purchase of tickets to attend the 4th 
Annual October Moon Gala, scheduled for Thursday, October 24, 
Michelangelo’s Banquet Centre, at a cost of $225 per ticket, to be 
paid from the auction account. 

• That the Board approve the purchase of tickets to attend Crime 
Stoppers of Hamilton presents “Big Al’s Boitday”, scheduled for 
Saturday, November 2, Royal Canadian Legion at a cost of $40 per 
person, to be paid from the auction account. 

• That the Board approve the purchase of tickets to attend the 15th 
Annual Power of a Changed Life gala scheduled for Wednesday, 
November 6, Carmen’s Banquet Centre, at a cost of $50 per ticket, 
to be paid from the auction account. 

• That the Board provide support to the L’Chaim! A community 
concert to celebrate Jewish Hamilton in the amount of a $500, to be 
paid from the auction account. 

 
 

4.6 For the Information of the Board: 
 

a) Board Member Travel and Expense Reimbursement Report (PSB 19-
052a) 

 
b) Operating Budget Variance Report as at June 30, 2019 (PSB 19-077) 
 
c) Capital Project Status Report as at July 31, 2019 (PSB 19-078) 
 
d) Email from Ministry of the Solicitor General, Public Safety Division with 

respect to Policies and Practices related to section 35 of the Police 
Services Act (PSA). 

 
e) Memorandum from Stephen Waldie, Assistant Deputy Minister, Public 

Safety Division and Public Safety Training Division, Ministry of the 
Solicitor General, with respect to Implications of the Recent Supreme 
Court of Canada Decision – R.v. Myers. 
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f) Memorandum from Stephen Waldie, Assistant Deputy Minister, Public 

Safety Division and Public Safety Training Division, Ministry of the 
Solicitor General, with respect to Bill C-71: An Act to amend certain 
acts and Regulations in relation to firearms. 

 
g) Memorandum from Stephen Waldie, Assistant Deputy Minister, Public 

Safety Division and Public Safety Training Division, Ministry of the 
Solicitor General, with respect to Bill C-59, An Act respecting national 
security measures. 

 
h) Memorandum from Stephen Waldie, Assistant Deputy Minister, Public 

Safety Division and Public Safety Training Division, Ministry of the 
Solicitor General, with respect to 2019-20 Civil Remedies Grant 
Program. 

 
i) Memorandum from Stephen Waldie, Assistant Deputy Minister, Public 

Safety Division and Public Safety Training Division, Ministry of the 
Solicitor General, with respect to Drug Impaired Driving Detection 
Training and Enforcement 2019/20 Eligible Expenses and Submission 
Processes. 

 
j) Memorandum from Stephen Waldie, Assistant Deputy Minister, Public 

Safety Division and Public Safety Training Division, Ministry of the 
Solicitor General, with respect to Consumer Protection Tools and 
Resources. 

 
k) Memorandum from Stephen Waldie, Assistant Deputy Minister, Public 

Safety Division and Public Safety Training Division, Ministry of the 
Solicitor General, with respect to Ontario AMBER Alert Program. 

 
l) Memorandum from Stephen Waldie, Assistant Deputy Minister, Public 

Safety Division and Public Safety Training Division, Ministry of the 
Solicitor General, with respect to State of Financial Crime and Serious 
Fraud in Ontario. 

 
m) Memorandum from Stephen Waldie, Assistant Deputy Minister, Public 

Safety Division and Public Safety Training Division, Ministry of the 
Solicitor General, with respect to Update on Animal Welfare Calls. 

 
n) Memorandum from Tony Tessarolo, for Stephen Waldie, Assistant 

Deputy Minister, Public Safety Division and Public Safety Training 
Division, Ministry of the Solicitor General, with respect to Approach to 
Constable Selection. 

 
o) Memorandum from Tony Tessarolo, for Stephen Waldie, Assistant 

Deputy Minister, Public Safety Division and Public Safety Training 
Division, Ministry of the Solicitor General, with respect to Update on 
Ontario’s Guns, Gangs and Violence Reduction Strategy. 

 
p) Memorandum from Tony Tessarolo, for Stephen Waldie, Assistant 

Deputy Minister, Public Safety Division and Public Safety Training 
Division, Ministry of the Solicitor General, with respect to Collection of 
Identifying Information in Certain Circumstances (CIICC): Police 
Training Update. 
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q) Memorandum from Tony Tessarolo, for Stephen Waldie, Assistant 

Deputy Minister, Public Safety Division and Public Safety Training 
Division, Ministry of the Solicitor General, with respect to Exemptions 
Regulation amendments under the Police Record Checks Reform Act, 
2015. 

 
r) Correspondence from William (Bill) Moore, O.O.M. Executive Director, 

Canadian Association of Chiefs of Police with respect to CACP Award 
of Excellence for Combating Organized Crime. 

 
s) Correspondence from Nancy Smith, Executive Director, Interval 

House of Hamilton, thanking the Hamilton Police Service for being 
part of the Oak Gables Ladies 12th Annual Freedom and Hope Golf 
Tournament. 

 
t) Email from Ellen MacPhie, Resident of Ward 5, City of Hamilton with 

respect to a Note of Thanks. 
 
u) Email from Alix MacLean, Ward 1, with respect to Police response to 

the bus incident at the rally against hate Saturday, August 10th, 2019. 
 
v) Email from Frances Murray, Hamilton with respect to Police Conduct 

Concerns – Saturday, August 10. 
 
w) Outstanding Issues as of September 12, 2019 
 
x) Email from Shira Kates, Synagogue Manager, Beth Jacob Synagogue 

with respect to upcoming anti-hate event. 
 
 
 

 
Discussion 
Agenda 
 

 
5.1 Correspondence from Stephanie Paparella, Legislative Coordinator, 

Office of the City Clerk with respect to the 2020 Budget Submission 
for the Hamilton Police Services Board. 
 
After discussion, the Board approved the following: 
 
Moved by: Member Jackson 
Seconded by: Member Mandy 
 
That the Board receive the correspondence as provided.  
 

Carried. 
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5.2 Email from Angela McRae, Legislative Coordinator, City of 

Hamilton, Office of the City Clerk with respect to Increased 
Community Policing and Engagement within the Business 
Improvement Areas 

 
After discussion, the Board approved the following: 
 
Moved by: Member Jackson 
Seconded by: Member Mandy 
 
That the Board receive the correspondence as provided. 
 

Carried. 
 

 
New Business 

 
6.1 Verbal Update on the Enforcement of Illegal Dispensaries & Court 

Actions 
 

Chief Girt and Deputy Chief Bergen provided an update with respect to the 
enforcement on Illegal Dispensaries and the related charges and court 
cases. 
 
 

 
6.2 Independent Review Update 

 
 The Board at its meeting of July 18, 2019, approved a motion which 

stated: 
 

To explore the costs and benefits of an independent review of events 
leading up to and including June 15, 2019 and report back to the Board 
as expeditiously as possible. 
 
The committee was comprised of Vice Chair MacVicar, Member Elms 
and Member Bennink. 
 
The committee has met on two occasions and is still in the process of 
obtaining further information with respect to the process and costs 
associated with an Independent Review.  The committee is also having 
some conversation with legal counsel to ensure that a fulsome review 
and eventually report are available to the Citizens of Hamilton.  It is 
further hoped that the review will include recommendations with respect 
to policy moving forward.  The committee is very aware that Board 
Members are wanting to move this independent review as quickly as 
possible, however, do want to make sure that it encompasses all areas 
that are of concern. 
 
This committee reiterates the statement of the Board which was 
unanimously endorsed on July 18, 2019, and read: 

 
The Hamilton Police Services Board denounces the violence that took 
place at Hamilton’s Pride event. We will continue to denounce all 
organizations, groups or individuals that promote hate, violence, 
intolerance, discrimination and hate speech against anyone in our 
community.  
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We promote inclusion, diversity and full respect for all people in our 
community no matter who you love, no matter what faith you practice, no 
matter your skin colour or where you come from, provided you do not do 
harm to anyone else.  
  
Every single person in Hamilton deserves to live and prosper in a safe 
and caring community. 
  
We are saddened by the pain and fear that the Two-Spirit and LGBTQ+ 
communities, their friends, and allies experienced at the Pride event and 
which many are still feeling. 
 
Together, we will continue to build a stronger relationship with these 
diverse and vibrant communities within our City. 

 
This committee is confident that at the meeting scheduled for October 10, 
2019, a report and motion with respect to the Independent Review will be 
provided for approval by this Board.   
 
Thank you. 

 
 
6.2 LGBTQ Advisory Committee Update 
 
 Member Jackson requested an update with respect to the reinstatement 

of the LGBTQ Advisory Committee. 
 
 Chief Girt provided an update on the meetings that have taken place to 

date. 
 
 
 
Next Meeting of the Board  
 

Chair Eisenberger announced that the next meeting of the Board is 
scheduled for Thursday, October 10, 2019, 1:00pm, at Hamilton City Hall, 
Council Chambers. 

 
 
 

 
Adjournment 
 
 
 

 
Moved by: Vice Chair MacVicar 
Seconded by: Member Elms 

 
There being no further business, the public portion of the meeting then 
adjourned at 1:54pm. 
 

Carried. 
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* * * * * * * * * * * * 
The Board then met in camera to discuss matters of a private and confidential nature. 
 
     Taken as read and approved 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
_________________________  ______________________  
Lois Morin     Fred Eisenberger, Chair 
Administrator      Police Services Board 
 
September 12, 2019 
lem: 
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