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Presentation Overview
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• Refresher on “Heritage Conservation”

• Hamilton’s Inventory Process

• Prioritizing Future Inventory Work

• BHI Strategy and Work Plan
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Heritage Conservation in Ontario

• Municipalities are tasked with ensuring that significant cultural heritage 

resources are conserved (Planning Act, Provincial Policy Statement).

• The Ontario Heritage Act (the Act) is the main tool available to 

municipalities to accomplish this goal.

• The Act allows for the protection of heritage properties through 

designation and the negotiation of heritage conservation easement 

agreements.

• The Act also enables municipalities to manage physical changes to 

protected heritage properties through the Heritage Permit process.

• The Act also provides for interim protection from demolition of non-

designated properties of cultural heritage value or interest included in the 

Register (“listing”).
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What is a “Heritage” Building?

A building may have heritage value or interest if it:

• Is a community landmark

• Was designed by, or related to, a significant person in the community, 

province or country

• Demonstrates a high degree of craftsmanship or artistry

• Is representative of, or contributes to, the character of a community

• Is related to an important event in the history of the city or the 

development of a neighbourhood



5

Why Conserve Heritage Buildings?
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• Connects us to our past

• Sense of place and identity

• Traditional materials: repairable and reusable

• Historic neighbourhoods: resilient, walkable

• The greenest building is the one already built

• Heritage is a public good

“Don't it always seem to go, that you don't know what you've got till it’s gone.” – Joni Mitchell
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INVENTORY

Designation

Registration

Funding 
Programs

Education / 
Interpretation

Planning 
Matters

Inventorying Our Built Heritage

What do we have? 

Where is it located?
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Hamilton’s

Inventory of 

Heritage Buildings
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Hamilton’s Inventory Process

• Updated surveys and screening

• Proactive identification of heritage properties

• Consistent database of information

– Improve transparency and access to information

– Facilitate informed decision-making

• Community engagement and education
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Understanding Heritage Status

Inventory of 

Heritage Properties

Municipal 

Heritage Register

Designated 

Properties

SURVEYED (6,763)
Database of Information, 

No Legal Status

SCREENED (1,607)
Official Register of Heritage Properties, 

Recognition with Minimal Protection

EVALUATED & PROTECTED (631)
Designation under Ontario Heritage Act,

Recognition and Protection by By-law and / or Easement



10

Why list properties on the Register?
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• Promote knowledge of a community’s cultural heritage

• Provide easily accessible information for planners, 

property owners, developers, the tourism industry and 

the general public

• Help prioritize future designations

• Provide interim protection from demolition

• Encourage conservation and retention of historic 

buildings as properties are developed
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Demystifying the Register
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Listing on the Register:

• is not the same as designation; registered properties are not
subject to Heritage Permits

• does not legally restrict the use of a property

• has not been proven to impact property or resale values

• does not prevent alterations or changes to a property

• does not prevent demolition, but does provide a short-term 
delay (60 days)

The standard turnaround for a demolition permit would be 10-20 days. 

Listing on the Register does not prevent demolition, but does allow Council time to 
discuss alternatives to demolition, if proposed, such as designation. 
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Built Heritage Inventory Process
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• Compile available research and information

• Complete desktop reviewRESEARCH

• Conduct field survey of each property

• Complete standard Inventory FormSURVEY

• Prepare Historic Context Statement

• Identify key eras and attributesIDENTIFY

• Evaluate and classify each property

• Identify Register and designation candidatesEVALUATE

• Consult with affected property owners and Hamilton
Municipal Heritage CommitteeCONSULT

• Recommend Register and designation work plan additions
to Planning Committee and CouncilADVISE

• Update the Register and Inventory databases and mapping
to reflect Council approved changesUPDATE
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Contextual Evaluations



Property Classifications
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Significant Built Resource 
The property is of considerable historic, aesthetic and / or contextual value; 
it is likely well known to local, regional or national communities.

Character-Defining Resource
The property strongly reinforces its historic context, clearly reflecting a characteristic 

pattern of development or activity, property type or attribute of the area.

Character-Supporting Resource
The property maintains or supports its historic context and can be related to a 
characteristic pattern of development or activity, property type or attribute of the 
area.

Inventoried Property
The property is not currently considered to contribute to the historic context, but could acquire value 
in the future; or the property has been heavily modified to the point that its heritage value may have 

been lost. Cultural heritage value may be identified through further research or detailed field 
investigation.



Built Heritage Inventory Forms

• Consistency

• Transparency

• Defendable

• Data management
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Built Heritage Inventory Work To Date

Downtown Built Heritage Inventory, 2014

723 additions to Municipal Heritage Register

30 candidates added to designation work plan

Durand Neighbourhood Built Heritage Inventory, 2017

736 additions to Municipal Heritage Register

52 candidates added to designation work plan
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Waterdown Village 

Built Heritage Inventory
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Prioritizing Future Built Heritage Inventory Work

Inventory Update

Policy 
Alignment / 

Council 
Direction

Community / 
Stakeholder 

Interest

Managing 
Change
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BHI Work Plan

• Short, medium and longer-term priorities identified

• Short-term: 

– 38% of remaining Inventory listings

– High concentrations / integrity

– Perceived development pressure

– Strong community support

• Downtown Dundas - 2021
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BHI Priorities 

at a Glance
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Community-Led Inventories



22

Community-led Process (Draft)

Conduct survey (photography and forms)

Evaluate and draft Register recommendations

Consult with City staff

Present to Inventory and Research Working Group for review

Consideration by HMHC (Public meeting)

Advice to Planning Committee / Council for final decision
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Thank you!

Alissa Golden

Heritage Project Specialist

alissa.golden@hamilton.ca

905-546-2424, extension 4654

w w w. h a m i l t o n . c a / H e r i t a g e I n v e n t o r y

w w w. m a p . h a m i l t o n . c a / H e r i t a g e M a p  
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