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Pilon, Janet

Subject: In-School Speech Therapy Service CONCERN - MEDIA

Importance: High

From: Szczotka Malwina

Sent: Wednesday, November 25, 2020 9:01 AM

Subject: In-School Speech Therapy Service CONCERN - MEDIA
Importance: High

Good morning,

| hope this e mail finds you all well. | am e mailing you all in follow up to the e mail sent last Wednesday, November 19,
2020, to which | have yet to receive a reply from the majority of those it was sent to. As a tax paying citizen and a
mother concerned for her son, | must say that it is shocking and concerning that those in a position of power and with
the ability to offer help, such as yourselves, are choosing to ignore the pleas of a mother who is advocating for in-school
speech therapy for her son. It is appalling actually and borders on negligence.

It does no harm to you to help us, but it does in fact harm the development of my child. If a child required medical
assistance would that be withheld? If a child required hands-on assistance with ADLs would that be withheld? | think
not. Then why is it, that speech services are being withheld from my son? The evidence is clear that children, such as
Theodore, with a neurological motor disorder (Apraxia) REQUIRE intensive speech therapy and you, those in positions of
power and in positions to offer help, are choosing to look the other away and ignore it.

This system is lacking and needs improvement. | pay taxes, quite a lot actually, and | chose the Hamilton-Wentworth
Catholic District School Board for my son because | was under the impression that it would provide him with the in-class
speech services he needs. If the Niagara Catholic Districts School Board can manage in-school speech services for
children with Apraxia then | cannot comprehend why the HWCDSB cannot follow suit.

| will not sit idly by and | will continue to e mail, to advocate, and to pursue ALL avenues until this service is offered for
my son. The Glanbrook Gazette has made this concern front page (please see attached) and | can promise you | will not
stop with there.

| am begging you to please reply and to take action and help Theodore. He does need it, despite what the school SLPs
assessment was. Which in my opinion is grossly false, given that she stated in her report that he was 100% intelligible to
her. That simply is false because he is NOT 100% intelligible to his parents who know him best. So how, | ask you, can he
be that intelligible to her?

The hardest part of living with Apraxia is unpredictable speech errors. One moment you may be able to articulate a word
“correctly,” then the next moment unable to say that same word. It's a game of uncertainty and a battle just in everyday
conversation. Many people don’t have to think twice before they speak. So, if my e mail teaches you anything, it’s to be
aware of how Apraxia can indeed affect someone. It's so much more than a few speech errors now and then. This is why
Theodore, and those like him, NEED speech therapy. Please know | am not the only parent struggling and advocating. |
have well over 200 parents and supporters who stand by Theodore and my advocating for him.

Please find it in yourself to stop ignoring my pleas because | will not stop until you do just that.

With thanks,
Malwina Stemmler RN, BScN, BSc, RPN
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