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GRIDS 2 / 
MUNICIPAL COMPREHENSIVE REVIEW



Agenda for Today’s Meeting
GRIDS 2 / Municipal Comprehensive Review Background

Community Area Land Need and Intensification 

Employment Area Land Need 

Climate Change Considerations

Next Steps: Growth Options Evaluation and Phasing Review
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BEFORE WE BEGIN ... 

GRIDS 2 AND THE MCR: 

WHAT ARE THEY? 
Municipal Comprehensive Review (MCR) - Provincial requirement to update 

the City's Official Plans (Urban and Rural) to bring them into conformity with 

the most recent versions of provincial policy documents. 

Growth Related Integrated Development Strategy (GRIOS) 2 - long-term 

planning exercise to 2051 that will guide where the forecasted growth of 

people and jobs will be located, and will inform future infrastructure planning. 
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WHAT IS 

INTENSIFICATION?

Residential intensification is the development of a property, site or area at a 

higher residential density than currently exists, and includes:

• redevelopment of a site (including brownfields);
• development of vacant/underutilized lots within previously developed areas;
• infill development; and,

• expansion or conversion of existing buildings.
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COMMUNITY AREA LAND NEED: 

DESIGNATED GREENFIELD AREA CDGAJ DENSITY 

• Must meet a minimum density of 50 people and jobs per hectare (pjh) in DGA Areas (Growth Plan)

• Housing unit mix (single, semis, townhouse) and how densely they are built (lot widths, mix of townhouse forms) influences the
overall DGA density

• Density can influence how much land is required to support a mix of housing forms
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The approximate size of the City’s available whitebelt
lands for Community Area growth is 1,600 net hectares



EMPLOYMENT LAND NEED 
· 122,000 New Jobs in Hamilton by 2051

• Takes into account the different types of industrial areas in the City (new

greenfield business parks, old industrial areas, and specialized areas like the

AEGD)

• Considers how much of these existing areas will develop, or redevelop, and

the number of jobs that can be located in these areas

• Determines if the supply of designated employment land is enough to meet

the number of jobs needed by 2057

--
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CLIMATE CHANGE IMPACTS 
• Goal 4 of Hamilton's Corporate Goals and Areas of Focus for Climate Change

Mitigation and Adaptation (Dec. 2019):

''To ensure a climate change lens is applied to all planning initiatives to 

encourage the use of best climate mitigation and adaptation practices" 

• LNA is a Technical Exercise based on Market-Based assumptions and trends in housing

choice and employment

• Urban Boundary Expansion may result in climate change impacts, however contiguous

expansion provides the most opportunity for connection with existing communities, transit

and infrastructure

Applying a climate change lens at the LNA stage of the decision-making process 

would suggest pursuing intensification and density targets at the aggressive end of 

the spectrum, while still meeting the provincial requirement for a market-based 

assessment. This approach would be reflected in the Ambitious Density scenario 
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Next Steps: Evaluation & Phasing of Growth Options

Where and when to Grow?

Evaluate potential expansion 
areas against provincial and 
local criteria

Phasing scenarios (2021 - 
2031, 2031 - 2041, 2041 - 
2051)



Next Steps: Evaluation & Phasing of Growth Options

Where and when to Grow?

Agriculture

Does the phasing scenario prioritize 
development of areas that are non-
prime agricultural and / or areas that 
have fewer agricultural operations?

Does the phasing scenario minimize 
land fragmentation?





CONTACT POLICY PLANNING STAFF 
GRIDS2-MCR@hamilton.ca 
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Thank you!




