


“Death by 1,000 cuts.”
Jane Fogal Halton Hills
Councillor



Since June 2019 the Province has 
amended a number of Provincial 
Statutes and policies that impact how 
municipalities plan for growth including 
the following:
● The Planning Act
● The Provincial Policy Statement
● A Place to Grow: The Growth Plan 

for the Greater Golden Horseshoe
● The Environmental Assessment Act
● The Conservation Authorities Act
● The Development Charges Act



DENSITY AS DRIVER OF 
GHG IN HAMILTON
Municipalities have 

jurisdiction over many 

actions needed to 

decarbonize 

transportation, such as 

zoning and by-laws that 

impact density

Hamilton’s population 

density is high 

compared to some other 

GTHA municipalities, 

which is a great 

opportunity to support 

modal shift and transit 

investment to reduce 

emissions from 

transportation.





Transportation emissions overall 
have been growing at 1-2% every 
year, despite cleaner fuels and 
more efficient vehicles. 
This can likely be attributed to a 
combination of an increase in the 
number of personal vehicles, a 
continuing trend to larger vehicles, 
increasing sprawl resulting in 
more kilometers travelled, and 
increased goods movement. 
Transportation emissions per capita 
did fall slightly in 2018, even with 
the growth in population. 

The Toronto trend illustrates 
that you can have population 
growth and stable or falling 
transport emissions if growth 
is concentrated in existing 
neighbourhoods with good 
transit access. 







https://www.google.com/url?q=https://youtu.be/Xn2pYp4AVBo&sa=D&source=editors&ust=1616776038867000&usg=AOvVaw2HJ_G1jOtpVvuxU-d8bZRz


Toronto Star Article “Slam Dunk for Developers” 

Agricultural land is valued as 

low as $18,000 an acre, but 

residential land is easily worth 

$1 million an acre,” 

There are hundreds of millions of 

dollars to be made right now simply by 

rezoning farmlands around the new 

freeway into development lands. And 

there are billions more to be made in 

the future from developing those lands 

into ever more unsustainable sprawl 

when we should be building up in our 

existing urban areas.”





Consultant Yuill Herbert for 60 
Canadian Municipalities:

“The most powerful mechanism 
municipalities have to reduce CO2 

emissions is 

LAND USE PLANNING
“Land-use Planning is the key lever to locking in or 

locking out out greenhouse gas emissions at the 
municipal level.”
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RED is prime 
agricultural 

land
Only 0.5% is 

Class 1 and most 
of it is in

Southern Ontario

#SaveTheFarmOnt



Population growth



Compact city- Complete communities



Options for Density within our City Limits



“Humanity owes its existence to six 
inches of soil and the fact that it 

rains”


