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Overview

● Context - yes, this is sprawl

● Costs - not part of the picture

● Deficits - we've fallen behind

● Options?



Context







"The required 15 year residential 
supply cannot be met through 
intensification alone because it would 
result in a unit mix comprised 
primarily of apartments, and would 
not meet the provincial requirement 
for a market based housing supply."
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"[The City] wants this rezoned for 
industrial use, and for 
housing—much of which [it] says 
will be single family homes—to 
meet the market demands of 
property developers, and the 
province."

Hamilton Spectator • March 29, 2021



"There was a concern that the 
proposed expansion would 
result in 'sprawl.'"
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Costs





The staff reports do 
not include estimates 

for how much it will 
cost us to expand



"Population and job growth will be 
monitored against provincial 
forecasts, required infrastructure 
and transportation upgrades, and 
the financial implications of 
growth."
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Deficits



What we're hearing from you

"(But he stressed) 
property taxes alone 
can no longer handle 
increasingly complex 
municipal needs."

Mayor Eisenberger - 2015

We have an almost 
$4b infrastructure 
deficit, and it 
continues to rise
City of Hamilton - 2021

To stop the deficit 
from increasing 
annually = a 30% 
tax hike
City of Hamilton - 2015



Options?



"In Hamilton, [the chief planner] 
acknowledges that Council 'could 
adopt a zero boundary growth 
option.'"

Hamilton Spectator • March 29, 2021

Freeze the Boundary



This will not help Hamilton 
address its big future needs

● More affordable housing
● Expanded public transit network
● Climate change mitigation
● Increased food security


