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PROJECT UPDATE
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March 2021 –

• Staff presented draft Land Needs Assessment and recommended 

approval of the ‘Ambitious Density’ scenario (Report PED17010(i))

• Ambitious Density scenario – average intensification rate of 60% 

between 2021 and 2051, designated greenfield area density target 

for new communities of 77 pjh, land need of 1,340 ha for 

Community Area lands

• Committee directed staff to evaluate and model both the Ambitious 

Density scenario and a No Urban Boundary Expansion scenario as 

potential growth options

• Committee directed staff to undertake a city-wide mail-out survey 

on the two growth options
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PROJECT UPDATE
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March 2021 –

• Staff report presenting draft Evaluation Framework and Phasing 

Criteria (Report PED17010(j)) received by Council

• Draft Evaluation Framework / Phasing Criteria was based on the 

‘Ambitious Density’ scenario and considered criteria for evaluating 

where and when the City would grow

• Council authorized public consultation on the draft materials
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PROJECT UPDATE
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May 2021 –

• Public engagement undertaken on the Draft Evaluation Framework 

and Phasing Criteria through the Engage Hamilton portal

• More than 90 responses received from public and stakeholders

• Key themes: 

o Need to include evaluation of the No Urban Boundary 

Expansion option

o Weighing / ranking of criteria

o Agricultural system criteria

o Climate change and GHG Emissions modelling
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PROJECT UPDATE
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June / July 2021 –

• Mail-out survey to all households in Hamilton delivered by Canada 

Post the week of June 21

• Respondents asked to select between three options

• Option to reply via mail (hard copy) or email

• Survey closed July 23, 2021

• Staff to report on survey responses in late October
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EVALUATION CONTEXT
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• A Place to Grow is the Province’s 

Growth Plan for the Greater 

Golden Horseshoe

• The Provincial Plan lays out the 

growth management framework 

for municipalities to implement 

and provides guidance for 

decision-making

• The evaluation framework draws 

heavily from the Growth Plan 

policy framework
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EVALUATION APPROACH
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STAGE 1

STAGE 

2

STAGE 
3

How Should Hamilton Grow?
(selecting a Preferred Growth 
Option for the City)

Where to Grow?
(if a boundary expansion is required, 
which Whitebelt lands are feasible for 
Community Area development?)

When to Grow?
(what will the timing be for 
phasing growth)
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EVALUATION FRAMEWORK

STAGE 1

STAGE 2

STAGE 3

Preferred Growth Option
Examines the implications for two 
different Growth Options at the City-
scale (Ambitious Density vs. No 
Expansion)

Whitebelt Evaluation 
If the Ambitious Density Option is 
selected, Stage 2 evaluates four 
Whitebelt Candidate Expansion Areas 
to determine feasibility

Phasing Analysis and Scenarios
Candidate Expansion Areas that meet 
the test of feasibility will be advanced 
to Stage 3, where we will examine up 
to four Phasing Scenarios
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EVALUATION FRAMEWORK
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• User-friendly tool to aid in meaningful public participation 

in the next phase of GRIDS 2 / MCR

• Designed to graphically display complicated information 

in an accessible manner

• Organized around 10 main themes

• Key findings for the Evaluation will be summarized in a 

documented in a Report

• Additional background information and supporting 

technical reports that inform the evaluation will also be 

available for public review, if interested
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EVALUATION THEMES
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Transportation Systems

Natural Heritage and Water Resources

Agricultural System

Complete Communities

Conformity with Provincial Methodology

Climate Change

Natural Hazards 

Municipal Finance 

Infrastructure & Public 

Service Facilities

Growth Allocation
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STAGE 1: PREFERRED GROWTH OPTION
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STAGE 1: PREFERRED GROWTH OPTION
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STAGE 2: WHITEBELT EVALUATION
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STAGE 2: WHITEBELT EVALUATION
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STAGE 3: PHASING SCENARIOS
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STAGE 3: PHASING SCENARIOS
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GREENBELT: WATERDOWN / BINBROOK 
EVALUATION TOOL

Planning & Economic Development Department

• Growth Plan allows a provision for a minor 

expansion (up to 10 ha) from a “Town / Village” in 

the Greenbelt Plan.

• Waterdown and Binbrook are classified as “Towns” 

in the Greenbelt Plan.

• Staff have prepared a modified framework for the 

evaluation of any requests for expansion from 

Binbrook or Waterdown; a two phase process is 

proposed. 
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GREENBELT: WATERDOWN / BINBROOK 
EVALUATION TOOL
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NEXT STEPS
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