
 

COMMITTEE OF ADJUSTMENT 

City Hall, 5th floor, 71 Main Street West, Hamilton, ON  L8P 4Y5 

Telephone (905) 546-2424, ext. 4221, 3935        Fax (905) 546-4202 

E-mail: cofa@hamilton.ca 

 
 
 
 

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING 
Minor Variance 

 
 

You are receiving this notice because you are either:  
 

 Assessed owner of a property located within 60 metres of the subject property  
 Applicant/agent on file, or 
 Person likely to be interested in this application  

 

 
 

APPLICATION NO.: FL/A-21:248 
 
APPLICANTS: Agent Prem Tewari 
    Owner Singh Greenhouses 
 
SUBJECT PROPERTY: Municipal address 653 Safari Rd., Flamborough  
 
ZONING BY-LAW: Zoning By-law 05-200, as Amended       
 
ZONING: "A2, P7 and P8" (Rural (A2) Zone; Conservation/Hazard Land 

- Rural (P7) Zone and Conservation/Hazard Land - Rural (R8) 
Zone 

 
PROPOSAL: To permit the alteration of an existing single detached dwelling into a 

permanent farm labour residence and to permit the construction three 
(3) permanent farm labour residences for a total of four (4) permanent 
farm labour residences and also to permit the construction of a single 
detached farm dwelling and greenhouses for an Agriculture use 
notwithstanding that: 

 
1. A total of four (4) permanent farm labour residences shall be permitted instead of the  
requirement that a maximum of one farm labour residence shall be permitted on a lot. 
 
2. A total of four (4) farm labour residences shall be permitted in the form of permanent  
construction instead of the requirement that the farm labour residences are only permitted  
in the form of an accessory detached dwelling of temporary construction, such as a mobile  
home; or, an accessory detached bunk house of temporary construction, where cooking  
and sanitary facilities are shared. 
 
3. The permanent farm labour residence labelled as “existing farm labour residence”  
shall be permitted prior to the construction of a existing permanent principal farm dwelling  
instead of the requirement that a farm labour residence shall be on the same lot as an  
existing permanent principal Farm Dwelling. 
 
4. Full-time farm labourers accommodated within the four (4) permanent farm labour  
residences shall be permitted to be employed on farm operations on other lots with an  
agricultural use instead of the requirement that a farm labour residence including their full- 
time farm labourers shall be accessory to Agriculture and on the same lot. 
  
5. The four (4) permanent farm labour residences shall be permitted be located within  
265m of the farm dwelling instead of the requirement that a farm labour residence shall be  
located within 30.0 metres of the farm dwelling. 
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6. The four (4) permanent farm labour residences shall be permitted to utilize a new  
driveway which does not have access to the farm dwelling instead of the requirement that  
a farm labour residence shall utilize the existing driveway access to the farm dwelling. 
 
7. The permanent farm labour residence labelled as “existing farm labour residence”  
shall be permitted to have a maximum floor area of 207m2 instead of the requirement that  
any temporary detached dwelling shall have a maximum floor area of 116.2m2. 
 
NOTE: 
 
i) Pursuant to Variance No. 7, there is a discrepancy on the Grading Plan respecting  
the floor area of the permanent farm labour residence labelled as “existing farm labour  
residence”. The Grading Plan indicates this building has a main floor area of 125m2 and a  
2nd floor area of 81.2m2 for a total floor area of 206.2m2; however, the Legend on this  
Plan indicates this building has an area of 130m2. As such, the greater gross floor area  
was used for this variance. 
 
ii) Full details have not been provided for the proposed single detached farm residence  
and the proposed two (2) greenhouse buildings. If zoning compliance cannot be achieved,  
further variances shall be required. 
 
iii) The variances are not intended to vary the Official Plan regulations. 
 
iv) The lands are subject to subject to Site Plan Control. To date, no application has  
been made. 
 
This application will be heard by the Committee as shown below: 
 

 
DATE:  
TIME:  
PLACE:   
 

 
Thursday, August 12th, 2021 
1:20 p.m. 
Via video link or call in (see attached sheet for details) 
To be streamed at 
www.hamilton.ca/committeeofadjustment 
for viewing purposes only 

 
PUBLIC INPUT 
 

Written: If you would like to submit written comments to the Committee of Adjustment you 
may do so via email or hardcopy. Please see attached page for complete instructions, 
including deadlines for submitting to be seen by the Committee. 
 

Orally: If you would like to speak to this item at the hearing you may do so via video link or 
by calling in. Please see attached page for complete instructions, including deadlines for 
registering to participate.  

 

MORE INFORMATION 
 

For more information on this matter, including access to drawings illustrating this request:  
 

 Visit www.hamilton.ca/committeeofadjustment 
 Call 905-546-CITY (2489) or 905-546-2424 extension 4221, 4130, or 3935  
 Email Committee of Adjustment staff at cofa@hamilton.ca 

 
DATED: July 27th, 2021. 
      ______________________________ 
      Jamila Sheffield, 
      Secretary-Treasurer 
      Committee of Adjustment 
 

Information respecting this application is being collected under the authority of the 
Planning Act, R.S.O., 1990, c. P. 13. All comments and opinions submitted to the 
City of Hamilton on this matter, including the name, address, and contact 
information of persons submitting comments and/or opinions, will become part of 
the public record and will be made available to the Applicant and the general public. 
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Appendix 

Application for a Minor Variance  

653 Safari Rd, Flamborough 

Our agricultural operation currently consists of growing English Cucumbers at 629 Safari Rd and 
87Carlisle Rd, in Freelton and Carlisle respectively. The greenhouses at 629 Safari Rd are 12 acres in size 
and the greenhouses at 87 Carlisle Road are 6 acres with an additional 4 acres under site plan review 
with the City.  

We have had Site Alteration permit to grade 653 Safari Rd to construct approximately 40 Acres of 
Greenhouse in order to prepare for a greenhouse after a site plan approval from the City. The 
discussions have already started with the City, Conservation Halton and Hamilton Conservation 
Authority as to the requirements of Site Plan approval process. We plan to submit an application in the 
coming months. This operation alone will require approximately 60 farm labourers. 

The greenhouse operates on a 24/7, 365 days schedule. Even though a lot of operation has been 
automated, we still need about 30 farm labourers to carry out the day to day operation .Due to the 
sensitivity of the vegetable growing operation, staff sometimes has to attend to it in the middle of the 
night. That is the main reason we need staff to be in close proximity of the greenhouses. With the two 
operations under way, we are planning to cross employ farm labour between the two operations.  

The existing house on site has been modified to meet the Ontario Building Code as well as Service 
Canada requirements. However, it has not been designated as a Farm Labour House due to current by-
law. We do want to maintain the existing house as a Farm Labour House. It has its own potable water 
system and an independent septic system – approved by the City’s Building Department. It has its own 
driveway as well. 

Based on the needs of the operation, we are applying for the following Variances: 

• Section 12.2.4.1 of zoning by law 05-200 states that a Farm labour house if detached should be 
temporary in nature. We are requesting that the current house on site be designated as a 
permanent Farm Labour House with its own driveway access. 

• Further, there is a Rural Official Plan policy that requires the dwelling to be on same septic 
system as the main residence. We are requesting that the Permanent farm house be on an 
independent septic and potable water system. 

• Further, the zoning allows only one Farm Labour House on one property. Due to the nature of 
our business and the requirements by the health department and current pandemic, we will 
require more than one Farm Labour House on the property. Our request is to allow multiple 
Farm labour house as long as the houses meet the regulatory requirements set out by Ontario 
Building Code and the Health Department requirements. 

• Please allow one principal residence at 653 Safari rd in addition to multiple Farm Labour Houses 
on site independent of the principal residence. 
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