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• Placemaking drives economic activity and engagement

The Community Activator provides funding or placemaking projects that

will help strengthen the connection between people and places, in 

areas of community and commercial importance or untapped potential

• Community driven project identification

We’re looking or the projects that seek to reimagine and revitalize 

specific geographic locations to drive economic and social activity and 

enhancing feelings of connection and belonging. Projects can be 

events and activation, community enhancement or the development of 

placemaking strategies or policies that will drive sustainable renewal 

and support inclusion for equity seeking groups.
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• Municipalities, BIAs, indigenous communities, 

organizations and corporations and other 

community no-for-profits can apply

Projects must have all necessary licenses and permits, 

satisfying the requirements of all regulating bodies of their 

local jurisdictions

• 25% of available non-repayable contributions are 

reserved for communities with a population of under 

100,000 people
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• Multiple Community Activator projects can be supported within 

a municipality, but projects must focus on a specific 

geographic area and must be able to demonstrate:

– A clear articulation of why this area would benefit from the placemaking 

project, and any benefits it would hold for equity seeking groups

– A plan for how the project’s impact would be measured, in terms of 

attendance, economic uplift or social cohesion and sense of belonging

– A strong team, able to implement the project again a clear and costed 

budget

– The project costs will be incurred within the program timeframe as

contributions will be offered as reimbursements
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Year One (2021): Applications open October 1, 2021 to November 1, 2021

Year Two (2022): Applications pen December 1 2021 to February 1, 2022

Program will support 140 projects across Southern Ontario

Project applications expected to be reviewed within four weeks of submission 

and will be scored again project vision, impact and community need.

All expenses must be incurred before December 31, 2022

Administered by the Canadian Urban Institute, projects will e eligible for non-

repayable contributions between $25,000 and $250,000, offered as 

reimbursements fr costs incurred between July 2021 and December 2022.
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How to Apply

• Year One applicants are eligible for reimbursements 

against costs incurred between June 8 and December 

31, 2021

• Example projects are available at 

www.mymainstreet.ca/news

• Applications can be downloaded and submitted here:

https://mymainstreet.ca/activator-program/apply

• Questions about the program can be directed to 

placemaking@mymainstreet.ca

http://www.mymainstreet.ca/news
https://mymainstreet.ca/activator-program/apply
mailto:placemaking@mymainstreet.ca
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Questions?


