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• On June 8th, 2022, a significant 

milestone was reached when Council 

approved amendments to the Urban 

Hamilton Official Plan (UHOP) and 

Rural Hamilton Official Plan (RHOP) 

• As guided by the Council endorsed 

10 Directions to Guide Development, 

Council adopted a No Urban 

Boundary Expansion Growth 

Option – forecasted growth to 2051 

to be accommodated within the 

current urban boundary.  

Background
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Updates to the City’s Zoning By-laws 

• Providing additional housing opportunities within low density residential 

areas by:

 Expanding the uses permitted within Low Density Residential (LDR) 

Zones.

 Permitting the conversion of existing Single Detached and Duplex 

Dwellings to contain up to four dwelling units. 

• The changes proposed intend to remove the barriers of exclusionary 

zoning in order to:

 Provide flexibility for residents by improving housing choice and 

affordable housing options.

 Provide opportunities for small-scale intensification by allowing a 

broader range of housing types in neighbourhoods across the City.

 Make use of existing infrastructure and services by accommodating 

growth within existing neighbourhoods.

 Implement more sustainable growth by providing greater infill 

opportunities.

PED22154
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PED22154
Updates to Zoning By-law No. 05-200

 Establishing residential zones in Zoning By-law No. 05-200 means:  

 Consistent implementation of OPA No. 167 across the City’s Zoning By-

laws.

 New zoning permissions in a zoning by-law with updated terminology and 

definitions.

 An opportunity to monitor the implementation of Low-Density Residential 

Zones which will inform the next phases of the Residential Zoning 

Project as additional lands are brought into 05-200.

 Since its introduction, zones have been systemically 

introduced to Zoning By-law No. 05-200 with 

Residential Zones in the Urban Area representing the 

final phase of this process.

 The amendments proposed today include establishing 

the first urban residential zones outside of the 

Downtown to Zoning By-law No. 05-200, an important 

step towards the full integration of zones in Zoning By-

law No. 05-200.
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Public Engagement
PED22154

June 8, 2022

OPA No. 167 & OPA 

No. 34 Adopted

May 2022

Statutory Public Open 

House to Present Final 

Draft OPA 

February 2022

Two Virtual Open 

Houses & One 

Virtual Stakeholder 

Workshop 

January 2022

Proposed Amendments 

to the UHOP & RHOP 

Received by Council 

Presented proposal 

to expand the types 

of housing 

permitted in Low 

Density Residential 
Zones. 

Consulted on the 

uses to be permitted 

and conversion 

permissions 

proposed for Low 

Density Residential 
Zones

Additional 

consultation on the 

proposed Zoning 
By-law changes

Presented detailed 

description of 

proposed Zoning By-

law Amendments -

new regulations and 

implementation 

approach. 
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Distribution of Residential Intensification

Neighbour-

hoods

Other Nodes 

& Corridors

Downtown 

Urban Growth 

Centre
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Centennial Neighbourhoods Secondary Plan Boundary
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Centennial Neighbourhoods Secondary Plan Boundary
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PED22154

Residential Intensification in Neighbourhoods

 Updates to the Zoning By-laws will implement OPA No. 167 in a manner 

that more equitably distributes growth across the City. 

 A more equitable distribution can be achieved by removing barriers to 

small-scale intensification in residential areas. 

 Eliminating exclusionary zoning means removing the regulatory 

barriers that often limit the built form to single detached dwellings in 

neighbourhoods.   

 Reduces barriers to achieving sustainability and affordability

objectives. 
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PED22154

Residential Intensification

 To accommodate Hamilton’s forecasted growth over the next 30 years, 

a significant amount of intensification will need to occur across the built-

up area.

 Both the “Ambitious Density Option” and approved “No Urban Boundary 

Expansion Option” targeted a high rate of residential intensification to 

the built-up area. 

Total Units: 

66,190Total Units: 

94,450



PLANNING & ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT DEPARTMENT
3

Small Scale Intensification –

An Incremental Approach

PED22154
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Amendments to the Former Community Zoning By-laws 

 Low Density Residential Zones in the former Community Zoning By-law 

total over 40 individual zones, many of which only permit Single 

Detached Dwellings. 

 Providing additional housing opportunities means expanding the range 

of housing types in low density residential areas to include: 

 Semi-detached Dwellings, Duplex Dwellings, and Street Townhouse 

Dwellings. 

 Conversion permissions for existing Single Detached and Duplex 

Dwellings to convert to contain up to four dwelling units.  



PLANNING & ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT DEPARTMENT
3

Ancaster
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Dundas
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Flamborough
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Glanbrook
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Hamilton
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Hamilton
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Stoney Creek
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PED22154

Residential Zones in Zoning By-law No. 05-200

 Two new residential zones have been created for Zoning By-law No. 05-

200

1. Low Density Residential (R1) Zone 

2. Low Density Residential – Small Lot (R1a) Zone 

• Applied to areas that are presently zoned “C” District or “D” District in 

City of Hamilton Zoning By-law No. 6593
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Low Density Residential (R1) Zone 

A fairly typical Mountain 

streetscape that is reflected 

in the new R1 Zone
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PED22154

Low Density Residential – Small Lot (R1a) Zone 

A fairly typical Lower City 

streetscape that is reflected 

in the new R1a Zone
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Hamilton
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By The Numbers

82,800 
properties

37,500 
properties

Properties with Low Density Residential 
Zoning

Outside of Secondary Plans Within a Secondary Plan

120,378 properties

in total 

69%
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PED22154
Urban Area Low Density Residential Zone 

Permissions 

Former Community Zoning By-laws – LDR Zones

Zoning By-law No. 05-200 (R1, R1a)

1.1. Single Detached Dwellings

2.2. Semi-Detached Dwellings 

3.3. Duplex Dwellings 

4.4. Street Townhouse 
Dwellings 

Secondary 
Dwelling Unit*

One Dwelling Unit in a  
new or existing single, 
semi, or street 
townhouse dwelling

Secondary 
Dwelling Unit –

Detached 

One detached Dwelling 
Unit on a lot containing 
a single, semi, or street 
townhouse dwelling

Converted 
Dwelling*

Three Dwelling 
Units (Triplex)

Four Dwelling Units 
(Fourplex)

*Single Detached or Duplex Dwellings      

permitted to convert. Maximum of four Dwelling Units on a Lot 
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Parking for Converted Dwellings PED22154

No additional parking spaces 

required for the third dwelling 

unit, provided the required 

parking spaces for the existing 

dwelling continue to be 

provided. 

One additional 

parking space is 

required for the 

fourth dwelling 

unit

One additional 

parking space is 

required for the 

fourth dwelling 

unit on a lot. 
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Courtesy Public Notice
PED22154

Process Description

Holding Provision Condition of removing Holding Provision being a 

signed affidavit that public notice of a conversion 

has been given to all properties within 60 metres. 

Additional information on Building Permit 

placard 

Require all Building Permit placards to be 

updated to include additional development 

details. 

Public Notice at Infill Construction Sites –

include Public Notice requirements for 

conversions of existing dwellings 

Include conversions of existing dwellings to “Infill 

Housing” definition to expand public notice 

requirements to conversions.  

Public Education on Zoning By-law 

Changes without Public Notice 

Staff to communicate the changes to the by-law 

and educate neighbourhood associations, 

neighbourhood groups, development industry etc. 

on the permission for existing dwellings to 

convert. 
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Phase One 

Low Density 
Residential

R1 and R1a 

Phase Two 

Secondary Plan 
Updates and 
Implementing 

Zoning 

Future Phases

Staff will present 
the work plan for 
remaining phases 

in September
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