
 

 
GENERAL ISSUES COMMITTEE 

(OPERATING BUDGET) 
MINUTES 23-001 

9:30 a.m. 
Tuesday, January 10, 2023 

Council Chambers, City Hall, 2nd Floor 
71 Main Street West, Hamilton, Ontario 

______________________________________________________________________ 
 
Present: Mayor A. Horwath, Councillors B. Clark (Chair)  

J. Beattie, C. Cassar, J. P. Danko, M. Francis, T. Hwang,  
T. Jackson, C. Kroetsch, T. McMeekin, N. Nann, E. Pauls,  
M. Spadafora, M. Tadeson, A. Wilson, M. Wilson 

______________________________________________________________________ 
 

THE FOLLOWING ITEMS WERE REFERRED TO COUNCIL FOR CONSIDERATION: 
 

1. Legislation Regulating Funding of the Hamilton Police Services, the 
Hamilton Public Library and Conservation Authorities (LS23011 / 
FCS23013) (City Wide) (Added Item 6.3)  

 
(Francis/M. Wilson) 
That Report LS23011 / FCS23013, respecting Legislation Regulating Funding of 
the Hamilton Police Services, the Hamilton Public Library and Conservation 
Authorities, be received. 

 
Result: MOTION, CARRIED by a vote of 16 to 0, as follows:  

 
Yes - Mayor Andrea Horwath 
Yes - Ward 1 Councillor Maureen Wilson 
Yes - Ward 2 Councillor Cameron Kroetsch 
Yes - Ward 3 Councillor Nrinder Nann 
Yes - Ward 4 Councillor Tammy Hwang 
Yes - Ward 5 Councillor Matt Francis 
Yes  - Ward 6 Councillor Tom Jackson 
Yes - Ward 7 Councillor Esther Pauls 
Yes - Ward 8 Councillor J. P. Danko 
Yes - Ward 9 Councillor Brad Clark 
Yes - Ward 10 Councillor Jeff Beattie 
Yes - Ward 11 Councillor Mark Tadeson 
Yes - Ward 12 Councillor Craig Cassar 
Yes - Ward 13 Councillor Alex Wilson 
Yes - Ward 14 Councillor Mike Spadafora 
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Yes - Ward 15 Councillor Ted McMeekin 
 
2. 2023 Budget Overview (FCS23007) (City Wide) (Item 6.2) 
 

(Spadafora/Francis) 
That Report FCS23007, respecting the 2023 Budget Overview, be received. 

 
Result: MOTION, CARRIED by a vote of 15 to 0, as follows:  

 
Yes - Mayor Andrea Horwath 
Yes - Ward 1 Councillor Maureen Wilson 
Yes - Ward 2 Councillor Cameron Kroetsch 
Yes - Ward 3 Councillor Nrinder Nann 
Yes - Ward 4 Councillor Tammy Hwang 
Yes - Ward 5 Councillor Matt Francis 
Yes  - Ward 6 Councillor Tom Jackson 

Absent - Ward 7 Councillor Esther Pauls 
Yes - Ward 8 Councillor J. P. Danko 
Yes - Ward 9 Councillor Brad Clark 
Yes - Ward 10 Councillor Jeff Beattie 
Yes - Ward 11 Councillor Mark Tadeson 
Yes - Ward 12 Councillor Craig Cassar 
Yes - Ward 13 Councillor Alex Wilson 
Yes - Ward 14 Councillor Mike Spadafora 
Yes - Ward 15 Councillor Ted McMeekin 

 
FOR INFORMATION: 
 
(a) APPROVAL OF AGENDA (Item 1) 

 
The Committee Clerk advised of the following changes to the agenda: 
 
6. STAFF PRESENTATIONS 
 

6.3 Legislation Regulating Funding of the Hamilton Police Services, the 
Hamilton Public Library and Conservation Authorities (LS23011 / 
FCS23013) (City Wide)  

 
CHANGE TO THE ORDER OF ITEMS: 
 
At the request of staff, Item 6.3 - Report LS23011 / FCS23013, respecting  
Legislation Regulating Funding of the Hamilton Police Services, the Hamilton 
Public Library and Conservation Authorities was moved up on the agenda to be 
the first Staff Presentation. 

 
(Cassar/Spadafora) 
That the agenda for the January 10, 2023 General Issues Committee (Budget) 
meeting, be approved, as amended. 
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Result: MOTION, CARRIED by a vote of 16 to 0, as follows:  

 
Yes - Mayor Andrea Horwath 
Yes - Ward 1 Councillor Maureen Wilson 
Yes - Ward 2 Councillor Cameron Kroetsch 
Yes - Ward 3 Councillor Nrinder Nann 
Yes - Ward 4 Councillor Tammy Hwang 
Yes - Ward 5 Councillor Matt Francis 
Yes  - Ward 6 Councillor Tom Jackson 
Yes - Ward 7 Councillor Esther Pauls 
Yes - Ward 8 Councillor J. P. Danko 
Yes - Ward 9 Councillor Brad Clark 
Yes - Ward 10 Councillor Jeff Beattie 
Yes - Ward 11 Councillor Mark Tadeson 
Yes - Ward 12 Councillor Craig Cassar 
Yes - Ward 13 Councillor Alex Wilson 
Yes - Ward 14 Councillor Mike Spadafora 
Yes - Ward 15 Councillor Ted McMeekin 

 
(b) DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST (Item 2) 

 
Councillor E. Pauls declared a non-disqualifying interest to Item 6.3, Report 
LS23011 / FCS23013 respecting Legislation Regulating Funding of the Hamilton 
Police Services, the Hamilton Public Library and Conservation Authorities as her 
son is a Police Officer. 
 

(c) STAFF PRESENTATIONS (Item 6) 
 

(i) Legislation Regulating Funding of the Hamilton Police Services, the 
Hamilton Public Library and Conservation Authorities (LS23011 / 
FCS23013) (City Wide) (Added Item 6.3)  

 
Lisa Shields, City Solicitor and Brian McMullen, Director of Financial 
Planning, Administration and Policy addressed the Committee with a 
presentation respecting Report LS23011 / FCS23013, Legislation 
Regulating Funding of the Hamilton Police Services, the Hamilton Public 
Library and Conservation Authorities. 
 
 (Francis/M. Wilson) 
That the presentation respecting Report LS23011 / FCS23013, 
Legislation Regulating Funding of the Hamilton Police Services, the 
Hamilton Public Library and Conservation Authorities, be received. 

 
Result: MOTION, CARRIED by a vote of 16 to 0, as follows:  

 
Yes - Mayor Andrea Horwath 
Yes - Ward 1 Councillor Maureen Wilson 
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Yes - Ward 2 Councillor Cameron Kroetsch 
Yes - Ward 3 Councillor Nrinder Nann 
Yes - Ward 4 Councillor Tammy Hwang 
Yes - Ward 5 Councillor Matt Francis 
Yes  - Ward 6 Councillor Tom Jackson 
Yes - Ward 7 Councillor Esther Pauls 
Yes - Ward 8 Councillor J. P. Danko 
Yes - Ward 9 Councillor Brad Clark 
Yes - Ward 10 Councillor Jeff Beattie 
Yes - Ward 11 Councillor Mark Tadeson 
Yes - Ward 12 Councillor Craig Cassar 
Yes - Ward 13 Councillor Alex Wilson 
Yes - Ward 14 Councillor Mike Spadafora 
Yes - Ward 15 Councillor Ted McMeekin 

 
For disposition of this matter, please see Item 1. 

 
(ii) Economic Outlook (Item 6.1)  
 

Mike Zegarac, General Manager of Finance & Corporate Services 
introduced Marc Desormeaux, Principal Economist, Canadian 
Economics from Desjardins Group who addressed the Committee with a 
presentation respecting the Economic Outlook. 
 
 (McMeekin/Beattie) 
That the presentation respecting the Economic Outlook, be received. 

 
Result: MOTION, CARRIED by a vote of 16 to 0, as follows:  

 
Yes - Mayor Andrea Horwath 
Yes - Ward 1 Councillor Maureen Wilson 
Yes - Ward 2 Councillor Cameron Kroetsch 
Yes - Ward 3 Councillor Nrinder Nann 
Yes - Ward 4 Councillor Tammy Hwang 
Yes - Ward 5 Councillor Matt Francis 
Yes  - Ward 6 Councillor Tom Jackson 
Yes - Ward 7 Councillor Esther Pauls 
Yes - Ward 8 Councillor J. P. Danko 
Yes - Ward 9 Councillor Brad Clark 
Yes - Ward 10 Councillor Jeff Beattie 
Yes - Ward 11 Councillor Mark Tadeson 
Yes - Ward 12 Councillor Craig Cassar 
Yes - Ward 13 Councillor Alex Wilson 
Yes - Ward 14 Councillor Mike Spadafora 
Yes - Ward 15 Councillor Ted McMeekin 

 
(M. Wilson/A. Wilson) 
That the General Issues Committee recess for 15 minutes until 12:00 pm. 
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Result: MOTION, CARRIED by a vote of 16 to 0, as follows:  

 
Yes - Mayor Andrea Horwath 
Yes - Ward 1 Councillor Maureen Wilson 
Yes - Ward 2 Councillor Cameron Kroetsch 
Yes - Ward 3 Councillor Nrinder Nann 
Yes - Ward 4 Councillor Tammy Hwang 
Yes - Ward 5 Councillor Matt Francis 
Yes  - Ward 6 Councillor Tom Jackson 
Yes - Ward 7 Councillor Esther Pauls 
Yes - Ward 8 Councillor J. P. Danko 
Yes - Ward 9 Councillor Brad Clark 
Yes - Ward 10 Councillor Jeff Beattie 
Yes - Ward 11 Councillor Mark Tadeson 
Yes - Ward 12 Councillor Craig Cassar 
Yes - Ward 13 Councillor Alex Wilson 
Yes - Ward 14 Councillor Mike Spadafora 
Yes - Ward 15 Councillor Ted McMeekin 

 
(iii) 2023 Budget Overview (FCS23007) (City Wide) (Item 6.2) 
 

Janette Smith, City Manager and Mike Zegarac, General Manager of 
Finance & Corporate Services, addressed the Committee with a 
presentation respecting Report FSC23007, 2023 Budget Overview. 
 
1. (Beattie/Cassar) 

That the presentation respecting Report FSC23007, 2023 Budget 
Overview, be received. 

 
Result: MOTION, CARRIED by a vote of 15 to 0, as follows:  

 
Yes - Mayor Andrea Horwath 
Yes - Ward 1 Councillor Maureen Wilson 
Yes - Ward 2 Councillor Cameron Kroetsch 
Yes - Ward 3 Councillor Nrinder Nann 
Yes - Ward 4 Councillor Tammy Hwang 
Yes - Ward 5 Councillor Matt Francis 
Yes  - Ward 6 Councillor Tom Jackson 

Absent - Ward 7 Councillor Esther Pauls 
Yes - Ward 8 Councillor J. P. Danko 
Yes - Ward 9 Councillor Brad Clark 
Yes - Ward 10 Councillor Jeff Beattie 
Yes - Ward 11 Councillor Mark Tadeson 
Yes - Ward 12 Councillor Craig Cassar 
Yes - Ward 13 Councillor Alex Wilson 
Yes - Ward 14 Councillor Mike Spadafora 
Yes - Ward 15 Councillor Ted McMeekin 
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For disposition of this matter, please see Item 2. 
 

2. (A. Wilson / C. Kroetsch) 
That staff be directed to report back through the 2023 GIC Operating 
Budget with the following: 
 
(a)      any available decisions on how O. Reg 3/99 has been interpreted 

by the Ontario Civilian Police Commission and the courts; and, 
 
(b)      a complete breakdown of the grounds upon which it is possible for 

municipalities to argue during an appeal to the Ontario Civilian 
Police Commission.  

 
Result: MOTION, CARRIED by a vote of 15 to 0, as follows:  

 
Yes - Mayor Andrea Horwath 
Yes - Ward 1 Councillor Maureen Wilson 
Yes - Ward 2 Councillor Cameron Kroetsch 
Yes - Ward 3 Councillor Nrinder Nann 
Yes - Ward 4 Councillor Tammy Hwang 
Yes - Ward 5 Councillor Matt Francis 
Yes  - Ward 6 Councillor Tom Jackson 

Absent - Ward 7 Councillor Esther Pauls 
Yes - Ward 8 Councillor J. P. Danko 
Yes - Ward 9 Councillor Brad Clark 
Yes - Ward 10 Councillor Jeff Beattie 
Yes - Ward 11 Councillor Mark Tadeson 
Yes - Ward 12 Councillor Craig Cassar 
Yes - Ward 13 Councillor Alex Wilson 
Yes - Ward 14 Councillor Mike Spadafora 
Yes - Ward 15 Councillor Ted McMeekin 

 
3. (M. Wilson/Nann) 

That staff be directed to identify the programs or services that exceed the 
prescribed service standard or level of service and report back through the 
2023 GIC Operating Budget. 
 

Result: MOTION, CARRIED by a vote of 15 to 0, as follows:  
 

Yes - Mayor Andrea Horwath 
Yes - Ward 1 Councillor Maureen Wilson 
Yes - Ward 2 Councillor Cameron Kroetsch 
Yes - Ward 3 Councillor Nrinder Nann 
Yes - Ward 4 Councillor Tammy Hwang 
Yes - Ward 5 Councillor Matt Francis 
Yes  - Ward 6 Councillor Tom Jackson 

Absent - Ward 7 Councillor Esther Pauls 
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Yes - Ward 8 Councillor J. P. Danko 
Yes - Ward 9 Councillor Brad Clark 
Yes - Ward 10 Councillor Jeff Beattie 
Yes - Ward 11 Councillor Mark Tadeson 
Yes - Ward 12 Councillor Craig Cassar 
Yes - Ward 13 Councillor Alex Wilson 
Yes - Ward 14 Councillor Mike Spadafora 
Yes - Ward 15 Councillor Ted McMeekin 

 
(d) ADJOURNMENT (Item 12) 
 

(Spadafora/Francis) 
That there being no further business, the General Issues Committee be 
adjourned at 2:47 p.m. 
 
Result: MOTION, CARRIED by a vote of 15 to 0, as follows:  

 
Yes - Mayor Andrea Horwath 
Yes - Ward 1 Councillor Maureen Wilson 
Yes - Ward 2 Councillor Cameron Kroetsch 
Yes - Ward 3 Councillor Nrinder Nann 
Yes - Ward 4 Councillor Tammy Hwang 
Yes - Ward 5 Councillor Matt Francis 
Yes  - Ward 6 Councillor Tom Jackson 

Absent - Ward 7 Councillor Esther Pauls 
Yes - Ward 8 Councillor J. P. Danko 
Yes - Ward 9 Councillor Brad Clark 
Yes - Ward 10 Councillor Jeff Beattie 
Yes - Ward 11 Councillor Mark Tadeson 
Yes - Ward 12 Councillor Craig Cassar 
Yes - Ward 13 Councillor Alex Wilson 
Yes - Ward 14 Councillor Mike Spadafora 
Yes - Ward 15 Councillor Ted McMeekin 

 
 

Respectfully submitted,  

     
 
____________________________ 
Councillor Brad Clark 
Chair, General Issues Committee Budget 

 
 
 

_________________________ 
Angela McRae 
Legislative Coordinator  
Office of the City Clerk 
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