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We are blessed to have over 100 waterfalls in 
Hamilton’s city limits.

Hamilton has been nicknamed the “waterfall capital 
of the world” as a result.







Park-related bylaw charges in 2021 (Enter prohibited area)

Ward 6 has Albion/Buttermilk Falls

Ward 14 has Chedoke Falls

Ward 15 has Smokey Hollow



Google searches for Albion/Chedoke/Smokey Hollow





Petition I created to stop blocking waterfall access



City of Waterfalls FB Group Poll



Albion/Chedoke from top

(legal view)

Albion/Chedoke from bottom

(currently illegal)





Cost of the bylaw enforcement last year



Safe Infrastructure vs. other options

● Albion Falls’ stairs are a great start for safer access, but for multiple waterfalls 
it can be costly and take a long time to build.

● Guided/self guided tours allow controlled access to the base every couple 
weeks, and is much cheaper than building infrastructure. This does not punish 
the hikers that used to hike down there with no issues.

 

● Can be first piloted at Albion Falls, and if the program is successful expand it 
to other falls like Chedoke.



The Crack at Killarney, another hike with 
similar terrain to Hamilton’s waterfalls

● Hikers that are in good physical 
shape, have proper knowledge of the 
hazards in the area, as well as have 
proper hiking equipment are less 
likely to require a rescue, than an 
inexperienced hiker with flip flops

 

● Keeping tours every 2 weeks 
ensures the environmentally 
sensitive area doesn’t become a 
victim of overtourism



What I learned from 2021-2022 when the enforcement 
pilot was running:

● If the program stays the same, expect people to continue ignoring signage, 
and bylaw struggling to keep them out. 

 

● “If you do what you’ve always done, you will get what you’ve always gotten.” 
-Tony Robbins


