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Advisory Committee for Persons with Disabilities: 
 
Reviewed at their meeting on December 14, 2022: 
 
Staff was asked to consider adding a section to the Procedural Handbook for Citizen 
Appointees to City of Hamilton Local Boards (2023) clarifying, specifically, the role of 
and processes followed by the Advisory Committee for Persons with Disabilities as a 
Sub-Committee of Council within the context of the procedures that must be followed by 
Advisory Committees. 
 
Response: 
 
Under the Accessibility for Ontarians with Disabilities Act, Council is legislated to form 
an Advisory Committee. The Procedural Handbook for Citizen Appointees has been 
updated to encompass all Local Boards: 
 
Excerpt from the Accessibility for Ontarians with Disabilities Act: 

Accessibility advisory committees 

29. (1) The council of every municipality having a population of not less than 10,000 
shall establish an accessibility advisory committee or continue any such committee that 
was established before the day this section comes into force. 
 

Women and Gender Equity Committee: 
 
Reviewed at their meeting on January 26, 2023 and submitted their comments through 
a Citizen Committee Report to Audit, Finance and Administration Committee on 
February 2, 2023: 

 
The Hamilton Women and Gender Equity Committee recommends that Council, with 
the support of staff, consider the following items of feedback respecting the Procedural 
Handbook, and ensure that commitments listed by the city and staff are upheld. 
 
The document’s table of contents and references to by-laws and other pieces of 
legislation should include hyperlinks for ease of access in electronic format. Additionally, 
the document should be available in a plain language format, recognizing that the 
format and legalese creates a barrier to engagement and ensuring all committee 
members understand their roles and commitments.  
 
Response: 
 
Staff have been advised to refrain from adding links to any documents, as they are not 
reliable and have a tendency to break.  However, given the size of some of the 
referenced documents, staff have used a few links in the document. Staff will monitor 
the online document and readjust links when required. Using the online version provides 
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users the ability to search for topics or key words. 
 
Staff worked with Communications staff to review the document for readability and 
accepted changes. 
 
The following items of feedback were identified by members of the Hamilton Women 
and Gender Equity Committee through working group sessions: 
 

 Page 10: regarding the appointment and recruitment process, there should be a 
commitment by the City of Hamilton to provide recruitment information to 
community partners and organizations, with particular focus on encouraging 
members of marginalized communities to apply, in line with a focus on equity, 
diversity, and inclusion in the recruitment process. 

 
Response: 
 
Clerks included the changes to the Appointment of Citizens to the City’s Local Boards 
Policy which were contained within Report HUR18017(a)/FCS23046, Attracting 
Diversity During the Recruitment Process considered by General Issues Committee on 
March 22, 2023, which focuses on equity, diversity, and inclusion in the recruitment 
process. Appendix B of that report identified the groups that were provided with 
notification of the recruitment for citizen appointees. 

 

 Page 12: regarding member training, it is imperative that the City Clerk ensure 
existing and new members of the committee receive training, as new members to 
this committee beginning early 2022 did not receive most of the listed training, or 
materials related to it. In the sharing of training information and reference 
documents, it should be readily available and easily accessible for both committee 
members and the general public to access, including having such information 
available on the City of Hamilton website along with up-to-date committee 
information. The City Clerk should have a commitment and procedure to monitor 
their fulfilment of training and reference documents provided. Committee members 
feel that training and orientation has been minimal and insufficient, causing 
confusion and limiting engagement and the development of action items in formal 
meetings. Providing additional training in procedure, meeting format, and how to 
prepare documents such as Citizen Committee Reports or Meeting Minutes would 
be helpful to effective operation and success. 

 
Response: 
 
Clerks have included member training (excerpt from the Handbook below) within the 
Handbook, which is significantly improved from our current practice. 
 

Member Training 
 

The Office of the City Clerk is committed to ensuring all citizen appointees to the City’s 
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local boards are trained, providing the following training information and reference 
documents to all citizen appointees to the City’s local boards: 
 

• orientation for citizen appointees to the City’s local boards provided by the Staff 
Liaison 

• current Procedural Handbook for Citizen Appointees to City of Hamilton Local 
Boards 

• relevant City policies (Appointment, etc.) 

• Code of Conduct for Local Boards 

• Municipal Conflict of Interest Act 

• Local boards Terms of Reference  

• Accessibility Standards for Customer Service AODA e-learning Program 
 
Any appointees after the initial recruitment will be provided access to online training 
modules to complete this training. 

 

 Page 14: regarding council representatives on advisory committees, there should 
be a commitment of attendance, or otherwise a process to allow committees to 
request another council representative if attendance becomes a challenge. The 
Women and Gender Equity Advisory Committee has only had a council 
representative attend one meeting since the beginning of its current term. 

 
Response: 
 
Two (2) members of City Council are appointed as representatives to each of the Advisory 
Committees, with a requirement for each member to attend at least one (1) meeting per 
year, as approved by Council, July 10, 2015.  Council representatives are non voting 
members and do not count towards quorum.  It is within Council’s preview to change the 
commitment of their representation on advisory committees . 

 

 Page 21: regarding consultation on staff reports, this is a practice that has not 
taken place during this term of the committee. Staff should be committed to 
utilizing advisory committees for feedback on reports on a frequent and consistent 
basis, and members of council should be encouraged to directly request staff 
consult with advisory committees to ensure this takes place. In the absence of this 
practice, citizen advisory committees often lack notice and necessary time to 
review documents and generate reports and feedback before items are reviewed 
by members of council. Again, there should be a commitment by staff to regularly 
and consistently consult with advisory committees, and a procedure to ensure the 
commitment is maintained. 

 
Response: 
 
This practice is in place and has been emphasized by including a section in the 
handbook respecting Consultation on Staff Reports (excerpt from the Handbook below). 
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Consultation with Staff  
 

City staff will attend meetings to seek feedback on program areas At the meeting, staff 
will provide background on the program area, answer questions of members and 
request the member’s feedback on potential program changes. The feedback received 
will be included in the ‘Relevant Consultation’ section of the staff report or appendix. 
Staff will inform the committee of the reporting date. 
 

Committees may submit formal correspondence and/or a Committee member may 
delegate at the standing committee meeting to provide the committee’s feedback on a 
staff report. A motion is required to be passed at a meeting approving the committee’s 
submission of correspondence and/or the attendance of the committee’s Chair or 
designate as a delegate at a standing committee meeting. The content of the 
correspondence and/or the speaking notes of the Chair also require the committee’s 
approval. 
 
Members may choose to submit their own correspondence or register to speak at a 
meeting as a citizen. It must be clear that the individual’s views are their own and not 
that of the committee. 

 

 Page 23: regarding calls to vote, there is no mention of an option to abstain from 
votes and how they would be recorded. If there is no abstention option for 
members, it should be clearly stated along with reasoning in this handbook. 

 
Response: 
 
There is no mention of abstaining from a vote, as abstaining is not permitted at the City 
of Hamilton, if you are in attendance at a meeting at the time of a vote, you are required 
to vote and if you do not or refuse to vote, your vote is recorded in the negative. 
 

 Page 33, regarding public notice of citizen member vacancies, these again should 
be shared with community organizations with a focus on equity, diversity, and 
inclusion. 

 
Response: 
 
Clerks included the changes to the Appointment of Citizens to the City’s Local Boards 
Policy which were contained within Report HUR18017(a)/FCS23046, Attracting 
Diversity During the Recruitment Process considered by General Issues Committee on 
March 22, 2023, which focuses on equity, diversity, and inclusion in the recruitment 
process. Appendix B of that report identified the groups that were provided with 
notification of the recruitment for citizen appointees. 
 
Clerks works with Communications to ensure that we are advertising widely throughout 
the City of Hamilton and reaching out the various community organizations. 
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Keep Hamilton Clean and Green Committee: 
 
Reviewed at their meeting on January 17, 2023: 

 
Received without comment  
 

Arts Advisory Commission: 
 
Have not met to review. 
 

Committee Against Racism: 
 
Have not met to review 
 

Food Advisory Committee: 
 
Have not met to review  
 

Hamilton Cycling Committee: 
 
Reviewed at their meeting on February 2, 2023: 
 
Received without comment 
 

Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual, Transgender and Queer Advisory Committee 
(LGBTQ): 
 
Reviewed at their meeting on November 22, 2022: 
 
Review of the 2023 Procedural Handbook for Citizen Appointees (Item 10.2) The 
Committee discussed the 2023 Procedural Handbook for Citizen Appointees. 
Committee members were advised to send any comments directly to the Clerk’s Office.  
 
The Clerk’s Office did not receive any comments. 
 

Senior Advisory Committee: 
 
Reviewed at their meeting on December 2, 2022: 
 
The members of the Senior Advisory Committee were asked to review the 2023 
Procedural Handbook and send any feedback to L. Maychak by January 31, 2023, who 
will forward any comments received to Clerks.  
 
L. Maychak confirmed that no comments were received. 
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Hamilton Indigenous Advisory Committee 
 
Received without comment 
 

Hamilton Veterans Committee 
 
The Chair was tasked with submitting comments on behalf of the Committee, the 
following comments were submitted to Clerks: 
 
1) Appointment and Recruitment Process (Page 10) 
 
When is this going to happen? This is confusing – so we all must re-apply? When? 
Another application to be submitted? Another interview?   
 
Response: 
 
Recruitment is set to begin after Council sets their priorities.. 
 
Existing members are required to re-apply in order to provide all applicants the same 
opportunity, interviews can be requested by the selection committee, however, 
interviews are not a requirement. 
 
2) Election of Chair and Vice-Chair (Page 14) 
 
This section should set a total term limit for the Chair and Vice-Chair. It does say that 
you can serve for more than one year within a Council (4 yr) term so how many years 
consecutive? Non-consecutive?  
 
Response: 
 
Council considered term limits in 2014 and decided not to implement them. 
 

Housing and Homelessness Advisory Committee 
 
Reviewed at their meeting on December 5, 2022: 
 
Overall discussion about ways to engage the broader public about housing 

conversations 

Challenge in doing this with the formalized structure of advisory committees 

Working groups to be utilized in the future to help with this. 
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Response: 
 
Clerk’s has engaged Communications in order to ensure that the advertisements for the 
recruitment of citizens is broadly advertisement and communicated throughout the City 
of Hamilton. 

 
Advisory Committee for Immigrants and Refugees 
 
Reviewed at their meeting on February 9, 2023: 
 
Received without comment 
 

Mundialization Committee 
 
Have not met to review 

 
Climate Change Advisory Committee 
 
Have not met to review – this is a new Advisory Committee, who at the current time 
don’t have any members appointed. 


