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Hamilton Public Health Services is pleased to share a newly developed resource to
provide local guidance for Consumption and Treatment Services (CTS) applicants in
Hamilton. It will be available on the City of Hamilton CTS Webpage for any future
applicant to access. This guide has been developed to be a resource for any
organization in Hamilton pursuing funding for supervised consumption sites through the
provincial CTS program.

The Ontario CTS program provides one-time capital and annual operational funding to
approved organizations to operate supervised consumption sites. Successful applicants
must meet the provincial criteria, including: local conditions, capacity to provide
services, proximity to other services, community support and engagement, and
accessibility. CTS applicants are required to engage in community consultation and
receive endorsement from local city council as part of the application process.

The goals of this guide are to:
¢ Provide recommendations to applicants for completing a provincial CTS
application; and,
¢ Provide templates to applicants for submission to the Board of Health when
seeking municipal endorsement for the proposed CTS.

Through creation of templates for applicants, the guide will provide consistency to
members of the Board of Health when making decisions on site endorsement. Along
with the guide, Public Health Services will continue to support applicants through on-
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going dialogue and consultation throughout the CTS application process and review
their findings as preparation for seeking municipal endorsement.

A further update on a community evaluation framework for supervised consumption
services will be provided to Public Health Committee in August 2023.

If you have any questions regarding this new resource, please contact Melissa Biksa,
Manager, Mental Well-Being and Substance Use Program at (905) 546-2424 Ext. 6709
or melissa.biksa@hamilton.ca.

APPENDICES AND SCHEDULES ATTACHED

Appendix “A” to Board of Health Communication Update 2023-06-28 — Hamilton Public
Health Services Guidance for Consumption and Treatment Services Applicants
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Purpose

This document provides an overview of the Ontario Consumption and Treatment Services
(CTS) funding program operated by the Ministry of Health, and the Hamilton Public Health
Services recommendations for completing a provincial CTS application and seeking municipal
endorsement in Hamilton. The recommendations provided are based upon the CTS program
requirements, generally accepted best practices amongst communities that have engaged in
the CTS application process, previous council motions regarding the consideration of
applications, and additional local context. Note, this document is intended to be supplementary
and used in tandem with the provincial application guide. The application guide is subject to
change. Please contact the Ministry of Health at addictionandsubstances@ontario.ca for the
most up to date information.

When an organization is applying for provincial CTS, Hamilton Public Health Services should
be engaged at the initiation and throughout the process to provide feedback and support. For
any applicants seeking municipal endorsement from the Board of Health, Hamilton Public
Health Services will be required to review the application in order to provide feedback and
comment at the meeting. Municipal endorsement does not guarantee approval of
provincial CTS funding. The Ministry of Health is the decision-maker on the CTS
funding application. Successful applicants must meet the provincial criteria outlined in the
application guide, including local conditions, capacity to provide services, proximity to other
services, community support and engagement, and accessibility.

These requirements are for CTS sites only, and not for Urgent Public Health Needs Sites
(UPHNS) or the federal Supervised Consumption Services (SCS) application processes.
However, the best practices outlined below may be helpful for organizations applying to either
of these programs. CTS applicants must also complete a separate SCS application with Health
Canada for an exemption under section 56.1 of the Confrolied Drugs and Substances Act.
Note, a service provider may choose to apply for a federal exemption but are not required to
apply for provincial CTS funding if they have other sources of funding.

Appendix A and B of this document should be completed by applicants and provided to
the Hamilton Public Health Services as part of an informational package for the Board of
Health when seeking municipal endorsement for the proposed CTS.
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