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May 26, 2023 

Via Email - UEAplanning@hamilton.ca 

Mr. Mark Kehler, Senior Planner 
Hamilton City Hall, 71 Main Street West 
Hamilton, ON 
L8P 4Y5 

RE: City of Hamilton - Urban Expansion Areas – Secondary Plan 

Stovel and Associates Inc. (“SAI”) was retained by Greenhorizons Group of Companies 
(“Greenhorizons”) to review the proposed policy framework and Secondary Plan Guidelines for the 
Urban Expansion Areas. Greenhorizons owns lands in the Airport Road/White Church Road area, in 
the City of Hamilton (see the attached map).  

We note that the City’s draft amendment proposes a series of policies that will impose new 
requirements or pre-conditions upon landowners who seek privately initiated plan 
amendments.  Policy 1.2.3 is mentioned as an example.  My client certainly appreciates the efforts of 
the City to introduce efficiency in the planning process.  However, the pre-conditions placed upon 
private applicants extend beyond the legislative requirements in section 22 of the Planning Act.  There 
is no legislative requirement that a private landowner cannot initiate work or commence a study related 
to the preparation of a draft secondary plan prior to receiving the approval of the City for the terms of 
reference for the amendment.  My clients are concerned that these pre-conditions are overly 
prescriptive and may discourage landowners from applying for legitimate private amendments, that 
might well have the support of the municipality.  These proposed policy restrictions run contrary to the 
stated purposes of the Planning Act which is to provide for planning processes that are fair, by making 
them open, accessible, timely and efficient. 

In addition, our client may have ongoing concerns and comments regarding the policy framework and 
planning guidelines associated with the Urban Expansion Areas. We will provide these additional 
comments over the course of the secondary planning process developed by the City. 

We wish to continue to be informed as the progress of the City’s planning process for the Urban 
Expansion Areas. Please add our firm to the contact list and please notify us of any decisions made 
by Council with respect to the Secondary Plan. 

Yours truly, 

Robert P. Stovel, M.Sc., M.C.I.P., R.P.P. 

cc. Mr. Steve Schiedel, Greenhorizons
City of Hamilton Clerk, clerk@hamilton.ca
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