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Objectives and Drivers

Constraints: Hamilton has an aged infrastructure with significant wet-weather 
capacity constraints.

Objective: Limit groundwater discharge to the municipal system associated with 
foundations being advanced below the groundwater table.

Drivers:
1) To preserve stormwater conveyance capacity in the separated storm and 

combined sewer networks
2) To maintain a servicing strategy that enables sustainable growth and 

development
3) To mitigate risk of contaminant migration
4) To prevent impacts on residents associated with noise nuisance and 

premature failure due to sump pumps running frequently/continuously
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Infrastructure Planning Framework

1. City of Hamilton By-Law No. 14-090 (Sewer Use)
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Infrastructure Planning Framework
1. City of Hamilton By-Law No. 14-090 (Sewer Use) - Continued
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Infrastructure Planning Framework
2. Ministry of the Environment, Conservation and Parks Stormwater 

Management Planning and Design Manual



PUBLIC WORKS
HAMILTON WATER

Infrastructure Planning Framework
Other legislation / guidelines to inform our planning framework:
• Ontario Building Codes (OBC) – Table 2.2.1.1 (Division A – Part 2)
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Infrastructure Planning Framework
Other legislation / guidelines to inform our planning framework (Continued):

National Research Council Canada (NRC) Publication – Practical Guidance for Private-Side 

Drainage System to Reduce Basement Flood Risks: Addressing Critical Information Gap

• S. 2.2.6 – Reducing the Load on Foundation Drainage Systems – Separation from Water 
Table 
– “Specifically separating building foundations and foundation drainage systems from 

high water table may be a method to reduce loads on foundation drainage systems”
– “Foundation drainage systems should be high enough above the seasonal high water 

table level to be required only during “atypical” conditions, such as major storm 
events or unusually high groundwater conditions”

– “Reflecting the need to limit reliance on sump pump systems to protect homes from 
seasonal high water tables, the Durham Standard (2018) recommends that foundation 
drainage systems not be relied upon to prevent flooding associated with continually or 
seasonally high water tables”

– “Groundwater assessments should consider all site-specific factors that might affect 
the selection of an appropriate height of footings above the water table” 
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Examples – Practices in Other Municipalities

(NRC-CNRC, 2021)
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Examples – Practices in Other Municipalities 
(Continued)

City of Hamilton Initiative 19-H, Beach Boulevard Zoning By-Law No. 6593 Amendment

That City Initiative 19-Hto further amend the “C/S-1436” (Urban Protected Residential, 
etc.) District and “G/S-1436” (Neighbourhood Shopping Centre, etc.) District, modified, of 
Zoning By-law NO. 6593, to increase the minimum ground floor elevation to 76.5 metres 
from 76.0 metres above mean sea level
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Next Steps

1. Issue Urban Hydrogeological Study Terms of Reference  
(status: pending Council approval)

2. Develop City of Hamilton Foundation Drainage Policy 
and Guideline (status: in progress) 



Thank you

Contact: hwapprovals@hamilton.ca
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