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The purpose of this Communication Update is to inform Council of today’s 
announcement by the Honourable Minister Calandra, attached to this Communication 
Update, regarding reversal of Official Plan decisions and the steps staff will be taking to 
respond to the Provincial announcement. In answering questions on the announcement, 
Minister Calandra has indicated he is reviewing past Ministry decisions to ensure they 
were made in a manner that maintains and reinforces public trust and that changes 
made to urban boundaries failed to meet that test.  

Today, the Province announced its intention to reverse Provincial changes to official 
plans and official plan amendments, except in circumstances where construction has 
begun or where doing so would contravene existing provincial legislation and regulation. 

The list of affected municipalities includes the City of Hamilton. 

The Province is asking impacted municipalities to submit changes and updates to those 
official plans or official plan amendments to Ministry staff within 45 days of today 
(October 23, 2023), including information on projects that are already underway. 

In recognition of the costs incurred by municipalities arising out of this decision, the 
Province will work with impacted municipalities to assist with related planning and 
staffing costs. 
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The date at which the Province will be introducing legislation on this matter is unknown 
at this time. 
 
Background 
 
On June 8, 2022, the City of Hamilton adopted Official Plan Amendment 167 to the 
Urban Hamilton Official Plan and Official Plan Amendment 34 to the Rural Hamilton 
Official Plan. These amendments were necessary to establish conformity with Provincial 
policies. 
 
Official Plan Amendment 167 in particular established growth targets, intensification 
targets, greenfied densities and an urban boundary. In adopting the Official Plan, the 
Council chose no urban boundary expansions.  
 
As Council is aware, the Province approved the Official Plans with 77 modifications to 
the Urban Hamilton Official Plan and 25 modifications to the Rural Hamilton Official 
Plan, and in particular added 2,200 hectares of urban expansion area to the Urban 
Hamilton Official Plan adopted by Council. This has necessitated staff doing extra 
work/studies to identify a new intensification target and greenfield density along with 
developing a Secondary Plan framework for the expansion areas. Other key Urban 
Hamilton Official Plan modifications were the removal of Neighbourhood Plans and 
specific employment lands. 
 
Until legislation is approved and the Province approves the City’s desired Urban 
Hamilton Official Plan and Rural Hamilton Official Plan versions, the existing Urban 
Hamilton Official Plan and Rural Hamilton Official Plan approved by the Province remain 
in force and effect with respect to development applications in process.  
  
Next Steps 
 
In order to meet the timeline of December 7, 2023, being 45 days from today, Planning 
staff will be submitting a report to Planning Committee on November 14, 2023 that will: 
 
• Indentify all the previous Provincial modifications and indicate which should 

remain or be removed and why; 
• Identify changes that should be requested as follow up to the adopted Urban 

Hamilton Official Plan and Rural Hamilton Official Plan; 
• Identify the costs incurred with staff time and follow up studies to address 

modifications to the Urban Hamilton Official Plan and Rural Hamilton Official 
Plan; and, 

• Identify development applications in process impacted by the provincial 
modifications. 
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If you require any further information on the above matter, please contact Anita Fabac, 
Acting Director of Planning and Chief Planner by email at Anita.Fabac@hamilton.ca or 
at (905) 546-2424 Ext. 1258, or, Dave Heyworth, Manager, Sustainable Communities 
by e-mail at Dave.Heyworth@Hamilton.ca or at (905) 546-2424 Ext. 1279.  
 
APPENDICES AND SCHEDULES ATTACHED 
 
Appendix “A” – Provincial Statement 
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