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657 King Street East, Hamilton 
Constructed circa 1908 
 

 
 
Preliminary Evaluation of Cultural Heritage Value or Interest: 
(In accordance with Ontario Regulation 9/06, as amended by Ontario Regulation 
569/22) 
 
Design / Physical Value 
 
1.  The property has design or physical value because it is a representative 

example of a Beaux Arts/ Classical Revival influenced commercial brick building 
constructed circa 1908. 

 
2.  The property does not appear to display a high degree of craftsmanship or 

artistic merit. 
 
3. The property does not appear to demonstrate a high degree of technical or 

scientific achievement. 
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Historical / Associative Value 
 
4. The property has historical or associative value because it has direct 

associations with the Carlton Tavern, a long-running Hamilton business which 
has been a neighbourhood gathering space since opening in 1935.  

 
5.  The property does not appear to yield, or have the potential to yield, information 

that contributes to an understanding of a community or culture. 
 
6. The property reflects the work and ideas of prominent Hamilton architect Stewart 

McPhie (1874-1934).  McPhie was responsible for a number of commercial and 
residential properties in Hamilton, including several homes on Ravenscliffe 
Avenue.  

 
Contextual Value 
 
7.  The property has contextual value as it helps maintain and support the character 

of the area, specifically the historic commercial streetscape along King Street 
East.   

 
8. The property has contextual value as it is historically and visually linked to its 

surroundings, as part of the commercial streetscape along King Street East in the 
historic Landsdale Neighbourhood.  

 
9. The property is not considered to be a local landmark. 
 
Sources: 
 
City of Hamilton. Landsdale Neighbourhood Inventory Draft Historic Context Statement 
 
“Contracts: Hamilton”. Canadian Contract Record. Vol. 18, no.9 (May 1, 1907). 
 
Goad, Charles E. Insurance Plan of the City of Hamilton, Ontario, Canada. Montreal: 
C.E. Goad, 1911-1916 
 
Vernon & Son, Henry. “1908 Vernon’s City of Hamilton Directory.” Hamilton: Griffin & 
Richmond Co., 1908. 
 
Wilson, Paul. “It’s not last call at the Carlton yet”. CBC News, July 17, 2012.  
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665-667 King Street East, Hamilton  
Constructed circa 1890  
 

 
 
Preliminary Evaluation of Cultural Heritage Value or Interest: 
(In accordance with Ontario Regulation 9/06, as amended by Ontario Regulation 
569/22) 
 
Design / Physical Value 
 
1.  The building is representative of a late-nineteenth century Romanesque Revival 

commercial building, features of which include its heavy round arches, fluted 
brick pilasters, overhanging cornice with frieze and use of stone accents. 

 
2.  The property displays a high degree of craftsmanship or artistic merit, through 

its overhanging cornice supported by brackets, decorative brick and stone 
elements and chamfered corner facing intersection. 

 
3. The property does not appear to demonstrate a high degree of technical or 

scientific achievement. 
 
Historical / Associative Value 
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4. The property has not been found to have direct associations with a theme, event, 

belief, person, activity, organization or institution that is significant to a 
community.  

 
5.  The property does not appear to yield, or have the potential to yield, information 

that contributes to an understanding of a community or culture. 
 
6. The property has not been found to demonstrate or reflect the work or ideas of 

an architect, artist, builder, designer or theorist who is significant to a community. 
 
Contextual Value 
 
7.  The property has contextual value as it helps define the character of the area and 

the historic commercial streetscape along King Street East.  The massing, siting, 
and design of the building elevates its prominence on the northwest corner of the 
King Street East and Wentworth Street North intersection, two historic 
transportation corridors. 

 
8. The property has contextual value as it is historically and visually linked to the 

surrounding commercial streetscape along King Street East in the historic 
Landsdale Neighbourhood.   

 
9. The property may be considered a local landmark. 
 
Sources: 
 
City of Hamilton. Landsdale Neighbourhood Inventory Draft Historic Context Statement 
 
Irwin, W. H. & Co. “City of Hamilton Directory 1891-1892”. Hamilton, Griffin & Kidner 
Co., 1891.  
 
Goad, Charles E. Insurance Plan of the City of Hamilton, Ontario, Canada. Montreal: 
C.E. Goad, 1911-1916 
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