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Mark & Annette Vermeer 

155 Annabelle Street 

Hamilton, Ontario 

 

May 3, 2024 

re: Minor Variance Application # A-24:67 & A-24:17 

 

Committee of Adjustment 

City Hall, 5th Floor, 71 Main Street West 

Hamilton, Ontario 

 

Dear Members of the Municipal Committee of Adjustment, 

 

We are writing to express our concerns regarding the proposed development of eight 
street townhouses on the small property located on 103 Chester Avenue, which is 
currently under consideration by your committee. As a resident of Gourley 
Neighbourhood, we are deeply invested in the development and well-being of our local 
area.  

 

We have the following concerns: 

 

1. Inadequate Parking and Traffic Congestion: 

The proposed development plan includes limited parking facilities, insufficient for 
potential residents who likely own multiple vehicles. This inadequacy could lead to an 
overflow of parked cars along adjacent streets, exacerbating existing traffic congestion. 
This is particularly problematic as the site is located on a busy bus route, which could 
see disruptions and decreased efficiency in public transport services—a vital link for 
many in our community. 

 

2. Safety Concerns: 



The proximity of this development to the nearby elementary school is concerning. 
Increased vehicular traffic, combined with the busy nature of the proposed site, raises 
serious safety concerns for children commuting to and from school. The potential for 
increased accidents and general traffic hazards could significantly compromise the 
safety of our young students. 

 

3. Community Character and Cohesion: 

The Gourley neighbourhood is characterized by its unique aesthetic and residential 
structure, which does not currently include townhouse-style buildings. The introduction 
of such a development could disrupt this cohesion and alter the visual and cultural 
landscape of our neighbourhood, potentially impacting property values and community 
sentiment. 

 

4. Infrastructure Strain: 

Additional residents would invariably place further strain on our local infrastructure. Our 
roads, sewer systems, and public amenities may require significant upgrades to 
accommodate this new development, potentially imposing additional financial burdens 
on local taxpayers. 

 

5. Public Opinion and Community Consultation: 

It is imperative that the community's perspective is fully considered in your 
deliberations. I urge the committee to facilitate broader community consultation to 
gauge public sentiment effectively. This will ensure that all viewpoints are considered, 
and that the final decision reflects the collective interest and well-being of our 
neighbourhood.  

 

6. When considering the proposed minor variances for the property at 103 Chester 
Avenue, it might seem that each individual request—such as the decrease in front 
yard/rear yard and width of driveway access — is trivial. However, when these variances 
are evaluated collectively, their impact becomes significantly more profound and could 
lead to substantial changes to both the property and the surrounding neighbourhood. 

 

The collective impact of these variances at 103 Chester Avenue also sets a precedent 
that could encourage other property owners in the neighbourhood to seek similar 
concessions, potentially leading to a piecemeal erosion of established zoning norms. 



Over time, this can fundamentally transform the neighbourhood’s landscape, affecting 
community aesthetics, property values, and the overall quality of life. 

 

Therefore, while the variances requested for 103 Chester Avenue might appear minimal 
individually, their combined effects necessitate a thorough review to ensure they align 
with the long-term visions and regulations of the Gourley Neighbourhood. This careful 
consideration is crucial to maintaining the integrity and intentions of our neighbourhood 
planning. 

 

In conclusion, while development is necessary for community growth, it is equally 
important that such developments are in harmony with the existing community's needs 
and character. We strongly urge the committee to reconsider the current proposal, 
considering the significant concerns raised. Further assessments and revisions to the 
plan may be necessary to ensure it aligns more closely with the long-term goals and 
safety requirements of our community. 

 

Thank you for considering these points. We look forward to your thoughtful deliberation 
on this matter and to the opportunity for further public engagement. 

 

Sincerely, 

Mark & Annette Vermeer 
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