
Date: July 3, 2024 

Subject: Planning Act and Development Charges Act Regulations related to the 
Cutting Red Tape to Build More Homes Act, 2024 (Bill 185) 

I am writing to provide an update on regulations under the Planning Act and 
Development Charges Act, 1997 related to the Cutting Red Tape to Build More Homes 
Act, 2024.  

The Planning Act and Development Charges Act, 1997 regulations came into effect on 
July 1, 2024. 

Changes made include: 

• modernizing public notice requirements and providing municipalities with the
ability to provide notice in respect of the above matters on a municipal website if
there is no local print newspaper available

• consequential amendments to remove requirements for certain statements
regarding appeal rights to be included in public notices

• consequential changes to ensure notice is provided to nearby public hospitals
and airports

• housekeeping amendments for the removal of spent provisions related to DC
exemptions for additional residential units and the prescribed amount of time for
the DC freeze period

You can view copies of the amending Planning Act regulations on Ontario’s e-Laws 
website: 

• Ontario Regulation 285/24 – amending Ontario Regulation 543/06 “Official Plans
and Plan Amendments” 

• Ontario Regulation 286/24 – amending Ontario Regulation 545/06 “Zoning By-
Laws, Holding By-Laws and Interim Control By-Laws”

• Ontario Regulation 287/24 – amending Ontario Regulation 544/06 “Plans of
Subdivision” 

• Ontario Regulation 288/24 – amending Ontario Regulation 197/96 “Consent
Applications” 

• Ontario Regulation 289/24 – amending Ontario Regulation 200/96 “Minor
Variance Applications” 
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• Ontario Regulation 290/24 – amending Ontario Regulation 509/20 – “Community 
Benefits Charges and Parkland”  

• Ontario Regulation 291/24 – amending Ontario Regulation 549/06 “Prescribed 
Time Period – Subsections 51 (52.4) of the Act” 

 
You can view copies of the amending Development Charges Act, 1997 regulations on 
Ontario’s e-Laws website: 

• Ontario Regulation 279/24 – amending Ontario Regulation 82/98 – “General” 
 
 

If you have any questions about the changes to the land use planning and appeal 
system, including the Planning Act regulatory changes, please email 
PlanningConsultation@ontario.ca. 
 
If you have any questions about the changes to the Development Charges Act, 1997, 
including the regulatory changes related to public notice requirements under the Act and 
other matters, please email MFPB@ontario.ca. 
 
 
Sincerely,  
 
Laura Evangelista, Director 
Provincial Policy Branch 
Ministry of Municipal Affairs 
 
Ruchi Parkash, Director 
Municipal Finance Policy Branch 
Ministry of Municipal Affairs 
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